Give thanks untothe Lord; cal upon 
his name, make known his deens 
among the people ſing unto him, 
SING x67 -unto him, 
I Chronaxvit 8, LY 8 
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N W_ ſervice of the 0 of Eng- 
land there is great uſe made of the 
lalms. They are read in every day's 
rvice, both at morning and evening 
prayer, and are conftantly-ſung in public 
rorſnhip. It is much to be wiſhed they 
rere better underſtood, that the daily 
eading and ſinging of them might be the 
1eans of grace. Very few, it is to be 
rared, receive the profit from them, 
hich as an ordinance of God they were 
tended to adminiſter. I have long ſeen 
e deſign of them greatly miſtaken, and 
ave long lamented the contempt put 
pon them. At laſt I have been per- L 
aded to try to make the ſubject of theſe ' 3 
wine hymns plain and clear, and to re- J 
ore the ſinging of them in the congre © 
ation to their primitive uſefulneſs. This 
my preſent attempt, Succeſs in it e: 
nds on help from God, He revealed «+ 1? 
e book of "lull, and he alone can 4 
F A FF make 


. 
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as * 


make the ſinging of them profitable. 

hope he will. May he accompany m 

well- meant performance with his preſe 

and proſper it with his a If | 

bring any honor to his holy name an 

word, thanks be to him. If any bod 

reads it, and is ſtirred / up to ſing mon 

and better, if our public ſinging « 

= pſalms be reformed, and become in t 

3 - leaſt like the great concert of ſaints at 

angels, this will be altogether his doiny 

may he have all his praiſe. I defer 

none, being only in his church and ſe 

vice what he is pleaſed to make m 

Through his grace I wiſh to live to 

glory, and to be uſeful in my day to 

cCauſe and intereſt. Help me, reader, | 

1 - exalt him in life and death. May it | 

= thy happineſs to do the fame: for whit 

1 Bn the hearty prayer of thy ferva 
- | I in 79 ; 1 1 29 2 Win 4 b 811 
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1 MEN AND vRETHREN, 

it! 

hi E ate the creatures of God, * 
| dent on him for being and for well 


being. ; He gives us all our faculties both 
f mind and body, and he requires us to 
e them in his ſervice: and to his glory. 
his is our bounden duty. It is the pecu- 
jar dignity of man, who never a | 
obly; than when he employs. the Powers 
deſtowed upon him to the praiſe of the 
ver. None of them ſhould be uſeleſs, 
3 t each ſhould be exerted, whenever an 
_— Oy offers of aeg God. 
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Which have an immediate relation © God 


In the common actions of life this 
may, and ſhould be done: The rule is, 
Whether ye eat or drink, or WHATSOEVER 
« ye do, do all to the glory of God,” but 
it is far more needful in ſpiritual matters, 


and his worſhip. Theſe he has appointed 
to be the means of ſhewing forth his praiſe 
Among them ſinging of pſalms is not then 
leaſt. It is frequently commanded, and 
with a promiſe — faithful is he who hath 


t 
promiſed — he will render the means ef. 


fectual to anſwer the end. When believen 
employ the faculties of ſoul and body ii 
ſinging of his goodneſs and greatneſs, hein 
does accept the ſervice, and teſtifies hin 


acceptance. He does indeed communicate 


are generally damped by it. When it i 


to them by hjs Spirit joy and peace, and 
he renders ſinging to the Lord with melo. 
dy in the heart the means of increaſing the 
melody and joy, © 
But where is ſuch ſinging? in what 
church ? among what people ? There ar 
ſome. May their number increaſe. It i 
worth while to try to increaſe them, et- 
cially as this ordinance is ſo much neg.: 
leted. The holy affections, which ſhould 
be ſtirred up by ſo heavenly an exerciſc, 


performed with coldnefs and indifference, 
how can it produce. ſenſations _— : 
| uch 


CL 


ach exalted means of grace ? ? Or when 
ontempt is put upon it, how can it n 
ny of the promiſed. bleflings? 

Many things have contributed to the | 


but 

ers preſent neglect Land abuſe of this ordinance, 
od and I have been led to the following re- 
tedMifleftions in order to try to bring it again 


into repute. Happy indeed ſhall I think 
myſelf, if the Lord ſhould be pleaſed to 
make vie of them, as any way conducive 
to the ſinging of his praiſes with the un- 
derſtanding, I ſhall pray and labor for it: 
ven May he give his abundant bleſſing. 

u One of the firſt and greateſt cauſes of 
neglecting the ſinging of pſalms ſeems tu 
10 ariſen m not ne a 


Irug obe 1 is the FER 
of proph or do him give all the 
N A m—— With one voice they 
Þ ipeak of his wonderful perſon, of his di- 
vine undertakings, and of his complete 
iſe and eternal 4 It is the ſpirit of 
their writings to reveal and to teach the 
Fl good knowlege of the Lord. Whoever 
eee them A will find the 

A 4 prophets 
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zphets treating of the coming of Im- 
manuel in the fleſn as cleatly as the evan- 
geliſts. When this moſt bleſſed event 
was to be accompliſhed in the fulneſs of 
time, a new teſtament witneſs, filled 
with the holy Ghoſt, prophecied, ſaying, 
gleſſed be "ihe Lord God of Iſrael, for 
e he hath according to his promiſe viſited 
<< and redeemed his people, and hath 
«© raiſed up an horn of ſalvation for us in 
the houſe of his ſervant David, as he 
„ fpake' by the mouth of his holy pro- 
, phets; which have been ſince the world W. 

« began.” The Lord never left himſelf 1 
without witneſs. Ever ſince the world 4 
began lie had prophets, who foretold MW; 
what Chriſt was to be and to do, who n 
teſtified beforehand of the ſufferings of , 
_ Chriſt, and the glory that ſhould follow. 
This is the Tabjeet of the book of 
pſalnis:* It treats: of Chriſt, and contains 
the praiſes of the Father's love, and of 
the Spirit's grace, is they were manifeſted 
in the perſoſi and work of Jeſus Chriſt. 
The ſalvation of finners through him is 
the greateſt diſplay of the covenant mer- 
cies of the eternal Three; therefore the 
pfalms celebrate his wonderful perſon, 
and his divine undertakings—they de- 
ſeribe his obedience and ſufferings—his 
conflicts. with, and YIRores: over all his 


enemies 


So rr... 
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nemies—his reſurrection and aſcenſion 
is ſitting upon the throne, the great 
ing ot all worlds, viſible and inviſible 
is gchering together and perfecting the 
2 — of his clect—his coming at the 
aſt day to judge men and angels and 
he glory which he will heſtow upon his 
edeemed, when they ſhall be with him and 
like him, kings andprictt untoGod and his 
Father, and ſhall reign with him for ever. 

What ſubject can be more noble in 
itſelf. than this ? Here are the greateſt 
tranſactions of the greateſt. perſonages, 
that poſſibly can be—the ever bleſſed 
Trinity purpoſing and covenanting to 
bring many ſons unto glory —diſplaying 
their wiſdom, and love, and power in an 
infinite degree, through the incarnation, 
obedience, and ſufferings of the God- 
man, Jehovah Jeſus, and through the 
effectual grace of the holy Spirit, calling 
and bringing the elect to experience the 
Father's love to them by faith in the Son's 
perfect ſalvation, and then guiding them 
ſafe by his council and might unto the 
glory provided for them. This wonder- 
ful theme is treated of in the book 6. 


pſalms i in a manner. ſuitable to its dignity* 
—it is not only ſpoken of, but alſo cele- 


brated—not merely deſcribed, but alſo ' 
praiſed. The language therefore is 
| A 5 | 2 $ 
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exalted, The ſentiments are ſublime 
The poetry is divine. And n& wonder 
the author is equal to the ſubject. He 
is capable of extolling the mercies & that 
covenant, which reach from eternity te 
eternity, and of extolling them according 
to their true greatneſs. The pſalms arc 
the compoſition of the all-wiſe Spirit: for 
the holy Ghoſt ſpake by the mouth o 
David, and of the other inſpired penmen, 
He guided both their hearts and their 
hands. The ſentiments and the word; 
are his: for the prophecy came not in 
old time by the will of man, but hoh 
men of God pate, as they were moved 
by the Holy Ghoſt— they ſpake as he 
moved them they indited the pſalms 
under his inſpiration: The praiſes therein 
given of the perſon and work of the ever 
bleſſed Immanuel are not human, but 
truly divine. What may not be expected 
From ſuch an author? Who is by effen- 
tial union one in the Godhead with the 
Father and the Son, and who is by his 
office to teſtify of Jeſus and to glorify 

Jeſus. If the pſalms be read under his 

influence, they will be found equal to the 

ſubject, in every view ſuited to exalt the 
incarnate God, and if they be ſung with 

grace in the heart, they*will increaſe the 
778 5 and © of every devout W 
There 
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There ate ſeveral Pſalms which are ap- 
plicable to none but Jeſus Chriſt, and 
many expreſſions which could not de truly 
ſpoken by any one, but by him who was 
Ggd and man in one Chriſt. Many will 
receive new luſtre and emphaſis, when 
viewed in the ſame light. The proper 
pſalms, which by ippoimed to be read 
on the feſtivals certainly treat of the 
birth, death, reſurrection, and aſcenſion 
of the Lord Chriſt, and of the conting of 
the holy Spirit on the day of pentecoſt, 

equence of Chriſt's aſcenſion: for, 


in conf 


ſays he; If 1 go not away the comforter 


„vill. not come unto you; but if I go 
away, I will ſend him unto you.“ Our 
reformers certainly underſtood thoſe pro- 

 pſalms to be deſcriptive of Chriſt, and 
took them in the ſame ſenſe our Lord and 
his apoſtles did; who have quoted the 
book 27 pfalms eighty- two times. Their 
manner of quoting it demonſtrates, that 
they took it for granted it was written 
concerning Chriſt. Indeed many paſſages 


cannot be applied to any one, but to him: 


for inſtance— he appeals to God to be 
tried according to his innocence—to be 
to his righteouſneſs— 
he deſires to be judged according to the 
cleanneſs of his heart and hands could 
dne of us ſay, Search me to the 

| _* bottom, | 


: 
* 
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, * . 
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. bottom, O God, and know: m heart 
e try me and know my thoughts, and ſer 
if there be any way of wickedneſs in 
* me.” All have ſinned. All we like 
ſheep have gone aſtray, and if we were to 
be tried according to the holy law. by a 

heart-ſearching God, every mouth would 
be ſtopped, and all the world would be- 
come guilty before him. O what would 
become of the beſt of us, if God was to 
judge us as we are, The cxixth Pſalm is 

a deſeription of the love of Chriſt to the 
lay, his ſtudy in it, and his perfect ob- 
ſervance of it. O what love Rn I unto 

thy law—-with my whole heart havelſought 

thee—T have not departed from thy SS. 
ments I have ſworn”. (with the oath of 
the coyenant) & ang Iwill perform it, that 

« I'will K thy righteous judgments.“ 

Are not theſe the peculiar deicriptions of 
the work of the God-man, in which he 
was alone, and of the people there was 

none with him any more than there was 

in the offering for lin, when he trod the 
wine-preſs alone, and of the people there 
was none with him, of which the xlth 
pſalm treats any more than there was in 
bringing in everlaſting righteouſneſs, for 
which, * church 6. pg him in ſeveral 
pſalms, particularly in Ixxi, and will tri- 
A in * regntoouIpels, and in his 2 8 
or 
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for evermore. The glory is his. No 
offering, no righteauineſs, but his, can 
ſaye : the praiſes therefore of the great 
ſalvntion of our God, which run through 
to the book of pſalms, are the peculiar pre- 
a -rogatives of the king of ſaints. They are 
1d his crown and diadem. The honors are 
e- ſolely his, and he will wear them with 
d unrivalled fame. His name is King of 
to Kings and Lord f Lords, and the armies 
5 of heaven follow him with one mind and 
one heart,” aſcribing unto him honor and 
glory and bleſſing and praiſe for ever and 
neee Go Lua boitie: 

But although the work was altogether 
his from firſt to laſt, none being capable 
of any part, but he who is God as well 
as man, yet eternal bleſſings on him, he 
did it for us and for our ſalvation. His 
people have am intereſt in what he is 
God in our nature they have their ſhare 
in What he did and ſuffered for them, and 
they have an unſpeakable benefit in what 
he is now doing for them in the preſence 
of the Father. By believing they have 
pardon and peace through his offering on 
the tree. By believing they put on the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and find acceptance 
in his righteouſneſs. By believing they 
commit their perſons and concerns into his 
hands, and he ever liveth their prevailing 

. Ee interceſſor 
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and torejoice in him. For having received 


treat of his almighty power to rule all be- 
ings and things, and of the fweet ſceptre ſh | 


neſs and majeſty of his kingdom, ſo that 
under his royal protection they find deliver- 
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interceſſor to obtain for them every needful 
bleſſing. Thus they leatn to truſt him, 
and in truſting to experience his faichful- 
neſs. He gives them cauſe to love him, 


a new birth and life in him they can ſing 
the pſalms of his nativity, and join angels 
and men in aſcribing glory in the higheſt 
to the ee oo . read of his 
dying love in ſeveral pſalms, and t 

99 him for bearing their ſins — 
ſhame and curſe in his body and foul upon 
the croſs: the lamb that was lain and 
redeemed them to God by his blood is 
the conſtant theme of their grateful ſongs. 
When they read or ſing the pſalms of his 
reſurrection, they look upon him as the 
firſt fruits of the dead, the earneſt of the 
whole harveſt, and with grateful hearts 
they bleſs him for making, and for keep- 
ing them alive to God. They ſhare in all 


his victories and triumphs, being his happy 


ſubjects: for he has a kingdom, which is 
celebrated in many of the pſalms. Theſe 


of his love, by which he governs his willing Þ 1 
people. He manifeſts to them the great- 


ance from the temptations to ip, and * 


15 ] 
the iniſbties of A and through his {| peciaf 
tove he gives them here in the ki 
of his grace a happineſs, which all the 
kingdoms of the world, and the glory of 
them, cannot poſſibly give. They live 
happy indeed: for he makes them ſing of. 

the good of his choſen; they do rejoice 
in the gladneſs of his nation, and they 
glory in his inheritance. Theſe are high 
privileges; but they are only the earneſts 
of that kingdom, which endureth for ever. 
O what glorious things are ſpoken of thee, 
thou city of God, in which the great king 
delighteth to dwell, and to manifeſt his 
glory. Wonderful things are written of 
this everlaſting kingdom in the book of 
pſalms, with which his happy ſubjects mix 
faith, and can then ſing them with a hope 
full of glory and immortality. The pſalms 
chiGwiahbin ſo deſcribe the king of ſaints, 
that they who pattake' of tits grace may 
find in them continual exerciſe of their 
faith, and continual improvement of it: 

for chey have an intereſt in all he was, 
and in all he is. Was his truſt in God 
unſhaken? They hope he will make theirs 
ſtedfaſt. Was his Walk holy, harmleſs, 
and wndefiled? Phey depend on him for 
ſtrength to tread in his ſteps. Were his 
tempers perfectly holy? They admire his 
9 and I his Spirit they daily 


put 


[36 ] 
put off the old man, and put on the new. 
Was he carried throu gh the greateſt ſuffer- 
ings with entire; reſignation ? They look 
up under all their trials fox his promiſed 
ſupport. Has he all his enemies under 
his feet? They are waiting in joyful hope 
for the fruit of his conqueſt. Is he now 
in our nature in the higheſt glory? It is 
promiſed them, their. eyes Mall fee the 
king in his beauty. 54 bleſſed proſpect 
him, and like him 


IP; 


The pialms are lo written of Chriſt, chat 
every believer. may find comfort in what 
he reads or ſings. Chriſt being the head 
of the body the church, all the members 
do ſhare, with their head in what he. is and 
has, in his, incarnation, life and death, re- 
ſurrection and interceſſion, yea they ſhall 
liye and reign with him for ever and ever. 
That my meaning may be better under- 
ſtood, I will give an; inſtance. in the firſt 
pſalm. Let us conſider, how it is to be 
underſtood of Chriſt, and in what manner 
it is uſeful to thoſe, who through faith are 
one with Chriſt... __ 

-44 As it treats: of. Chriſt, i it is 2 proper pre- 
Cone to the whole book. It gives an ac- 
count of the ſubject, and is an abridgment 
of it, containing A ſubſtance what is lar ely 
Sana in the other parts. For Chrilt i 


here 
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here deſcribed under the character of that 
perfect perſon, who was to retrieve for his 
people all the loſſes of the fall. He was 
in their nature, and yet he was by nature 
and practice, in heart and life, ſeparate 
from ſinners; negatively he had not the 
leaſt communion with them, being withs: 
out one ſpot of ſin, poſitively he was 

fectly holy. He fulfilled all the righteouſ-! 
neſs of the law in its higheſt requirements, 
both in Obedience to its precepts, and alſo 
in ſuffering its penalties, © Thus he bes. 
came to his people the tree of life, having 
life in himſelf,” as God ſelf : exiſtent, and 
having life commubicatively, as Godsmany 

to beſtow upon every branch ig hirh. I 
am the vine, ſays Megs e are the branches, 
by him they are quickened, in him they 
In through him int become fruitful, 
and by his inffuence they -profper- and 
bring forth much fruit tõ 1 the "glory of 
God. Herein they are directly contraty 
to che wiekedl; who are never quickened: 
e but left co be in Nen rn Nil 


— 297 
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Ox! {Succefafal are the ſteps of 2 
fan Who never walks in the council of 
tran LEY and in the way of ſinners ne- 
ver nds,” and in Send 1 FR r 
never fits. cn 
„ T2104 og But 
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2. But in the law of Jehovah is his 
delight, and in his law will be meditate 
day ancl night. 

3. For then he ſhall be like a tree that 
was | planted: by the ſtreams of waters, 
which will yield its fruits in their ſeaſon, 
and its top-ſhoot ſhall never fade, but 
whatſoever he ſhall, take in band he ſhall 
be able to make it proſperous. 

4. It ſhall not be ſo with tra 
but they ſhall be like the chaff w 


FIN 
ich the 


wind blows away. 


g. Becauſe the tranſarediors ſhall not 
be ſet up in judgment, nor ſinners in the 
1 egation of the righteous. 

6. For Jehovah acknowledgeth. the way 
af the righteous, but che 1 af en 
ſhall be e | 


+ Fhis pfalm is LEE EN deſcription of 
the ſucceſs. of jeſus in his work, ſh 
what ſteps he was to take for the ſalva- 
tion of his people: He was to be a man 
like us in all thin r ſin; from 
which he was perfe o thought 
of it ever entered A 421 not one — 
ment did he decline from the way of 
duty, but always acted under the al 
ence” of divine love, in his life, and by 


his example reproving thaſe Who made a 
_"_ at ſin, He was holy, harmleſs: and 
undefiled 


@ © 
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undefiled im his nature, and ſeparate from 
ſinners in his practice: For 

He was perfectly acquainted wich the 
divine law: Tt was his continual tudy, 
and to obey it was his continual delight 
It was his meat and drink“ Lo I come, 
« fays he, to do thy will, O God:“ He 

rejoiced to fulfit irs preceprs by his life, 
and he was a willing ſacrifice to ſuffer its 
penalties in his death. In both he mag- 
nified the Iaw, and made it infinitely ho- 

nourable. And | 

Thus it became Er- to bring many 
ſons unto glory. Whatſoever he under 
took for them had perfect ſucceſs.” He 
was the tree of life watered with abun- 


dant ſtreams wear the Spirit being 


iven not by ure unto him; a tree 
bject to no change, but always grow- 
ing and Werrit g always been forth 
fruit, and making eve branch H it a 
_— of the heaven) ATI" of the 
ck upon which it pants 
But, a6 tranſl; 4. > who are not 
grafted, into him by faith, have no ſpi- 
ritual life, nor fruit — they ate Hahret 
than vanity itſelf: And they ſhall be 
driven from the judgment Ref God, . 
as cafily as any light chaff is driven 
about by a ſtrong wind, and they fhall be 
juſtly baniſhed for evermore from the 
general 


6 L. 20 J. 
general aſſembly. and church of the firſt 
born: 

For : Jehovah. always, approved of the 
way of the rigbteous, hom he choſe 
and called, and juſtified freely by his 
grace through the redemption which is in 
Chriſt Jeſus, but the way of tranſgrel-. 
ſors he diſapproves, and Hf ſhall ſoon 
utterly periſm. 

In this ſenſe the Pſalm i is (6A of Chriſt, 
but believers have their ſhare. in the blei- 
ſings of which it treats: For in his ſuc- 
ceſs they partake. They. haye fellow- 
ſhip with him in every Rep which he 
took to work out their ſalvation. - When 
they have, 8 through faith in 
his blood, and free acceptance through 
faith in his righteouſneſs, then they 
walk .humbly with him, and he puts 
his fear within them. He teaches them 
to depart from evil, they do not walk in 
the council of Wc nor ſtand in 
the way of ſinners, nor ſit in che ſeat of 
the ſcornful: ee tt ” * 
But he. puts his Jaw.) in cheir inward 
parts and writes it, in their hearts: In 
their renewed mind they are brought to 

delight in itz they make it their conti- 
nual ſtudy, and through grace to walk in 
it is their continual practice. Vea, they 
A e en God, as 


branches 


„ 
branches in the tree of life: Becauſe he 
lives they ſhall live alſo; drawing from 
their ww" rat root every thing needful 


to mortify ſin in them, and to enable 


them to bring forth fruit unto God: 


Thus he - ſeparates them from tranſ- 
oreflors, who live and die in their fins, 
theſe are like chaff, which the wind 
driveth away. 


Becauſe they ſhall not ſtand in the 


judgment of Bod, nor come into the 


chuteh of Chriſt. 
For the Lord with hip loving kindneſs 
regarded the way of the righteous,” but 


'the way of tranſgreſſors ſhall periſh. 


Thus believers look upon the pſalms. 


They conſider them as treating of the 
glorious perſon and work of the God- 


man, and conſidering themſelves in him, 


as members under him their head, quick- 
ened by his Spirit and receiving all the 
bleſſings of ſpiritual life out of his fulneſs, 


they can underſtand and ſing the praiſes 


of Immanuel, with melody in their 
hearts: For they can apply to themſelves 


the benefits of his atonement and right- 


eouſneſs, of his interceſſion and glory, 
and this renders the pſalms pretfolis] and 


+ them an high ordinance.” Their 
r — 


meet them and bleſs them in 


' ſinging pſalms. While they-expreſs their 


love 
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love. to him, he communicates his love 
to them, and they have fellowſhip with 
the Father, and with his Son Jeſos Chriſt 
by the Spirit. 

"Bur this will be more ren 77 


ſidering ſome particulars ee to the 
ſubject; ſuch as : 


WES os © e . on- 
The ſcripture names of the Palms. 


THERE are three Hebrew names of- 

ten uſed in the titles of the pſalms, 
which the Septuagint have tranſlated 
pſalms, hymns, and ſongs. [The word 
rendered by themhymns is THhebilim, which 
is che running title to chis book, expreſ- 
five of the general deſign, and is an 
abridgment of the whole matter. It 
comes from a Hebrew word that ſignifies 
the briſk motion of light, ſhining and 
putting its ſplendor upon any object, and 
this makes it bright and illuſtrious. 
Hence comes the propriety of the word, 
as it is uſed to praiſe, Which is to ſet an 
object in the light; that the rays ſhin- 


ing upon it may render it ſplendid and 


beautiful, and thereby glorious and praiſe- 
worthy. Such are che. Pſalms. They 


we a _ as x Py a 1 „„  - WS. = : 
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W arc rays of light—Enkghteners, (if 1 might 
uſe ſuch a word, and it is the hiteral 
ſenſe of che Hebrew) hymns intended to 
manifeſt the glory of the perſon, and to 
ſhew forth the praiſes of the work of God 
Jeſus: For light in its various uſes in 
nature is the appointed emblem of the 
Lord Chriſt. He is diſtinguiſned by this 
name throughout the old teſtament; and 
he applied all the paſſages to himſelf in 
the new, when he declared — / am the- 
light f the world — ** 1 am not only the 
<«. creator of light in the material world, 
but alſo in the ſpiritual world — dark- 
<* neſs covers the earth and groſs dark- 
“ neſs the people, until I the light of life 
«* arſe upon their fouls: And when I 
come with healing in my rays, in that 
« day ſhall the deaf hear my words, and 
the eyes of the blind ſhall ſee out of 
« obſcurity and out of darkneſs.” 

Jeſus gives eyes to ſee with and light 
to ſee by: He opens the eyes of the un- 
derſtanding and makes ſpiritual objects 
viſible: ſo that, whoever is enlightened 
with ſaving knowlege, has it all from 
him, and it ſhould all lead to him. He 
is the bright day ſtar which ſhines 
throughout the volume of revelation; 
but in no part with clearer rays than in 
the book of pſalms. Here he is exalted 


in 


in his meridian glory: Fon. the whole Wil 
feripture does not give greater light into 
9 3 and 7 5 
fer, his life, his temper, Y- 
ment from his tender age until his cruci- 
fixion, than is to be found in thoſe di- 
vine hymns: Nor are there any more 
full deſcriptions of his paſſion, death, re- 
ſurrection, aſcenſion, and his kingdom 
lich ruleth over all- In — he 
' himfelf read and meditated day and night, 
while he was growing in wiſdom and ſta- 
ture. And in them will every true be- 
liever meditate, that he may have more 
of the light of the knowlege of the glory 
of God, as it'fhines- in the perſon of Jeſus 
Chriſt. As the eyes of his underſtanding 
are more enlightened with this ſaving 
truth he will more happily enjoy in 
his heart the benefits of the humiliation, 
and exaltation of the incarnate Jehovah. 
May this, reader, be thy happy caſe 
may every pſalm be as the ſhining light, 
leading thee to a growing knowlege of 
l Jeſus, and Ry on PINES; ſtill unto 
"et perfect dax. 

Zemer is apache Hebrew word. which 
"cha Septuagint tranſlates pſalms; as 2 
verb it ſignifies to cut and prune trees, a3 
a norin it is a branch cut off and pruned, 
and by way of eminence be branch, the 
man 
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le nan whoſe name is the branch, who 
to Nas known and diſtinguiſhed by this title 
f. n the ſcripture. He was the eternal 
y- od, and he was in the fulneſs of time 
ei · No be made fleſh, and to be cut off, but 
li- ot for himſelf. This was the great 
re tranſaction in the everlaſting covenant —- 
re- WF Thus faith the Lord of hoſts, Zech. 
mii. 7, 8, Behold I will bring forth my 
he ; ſervant the BRANCH,” the promiſed 
ht, Wbranch, which was to ſpring from the 
ta-. Woot of Jeſſe; and again, Zech. vi. 12, 
de- 3. Thus ſpeaketh the Lord of hoſts, 
ore i Behold the man whoſe name is the 
ry WE BRANCH, and he ſhall grow up out of 
ſus . his place and he ſhall build the tem- 


ple of the Lord, (in which the God- 
* head ſhall reſide) even he ſhall build 
the temple of the Lord, and he ſhall 
bear the glory, and ſhall ſit and ſhall - 
* rule upon his throne, and: he ſhall be 
a prieſt upon his throne, and the coun- 
* ſel of peace ſhall be between them 
* both,” between Jehovah and the 
branch: For the branch having grown 
p in his place was in the temple of 


is body to ratify the counſel of peace: 
s 2 le was to eſtabliſh it in his life, and to 
„ 3 ulfil it in his death, and having by dying 
ied, Wonquered death, and him that had the 


Dower. of death, he was to rebuild the 
8 temple 


BF en 


temple; of the Lord, as he faid unto. the 
Trang Deſtroy this temple, and in 
three days ! will build it up.“ Which 
he fulfilled by building up the. temple, of 
his body natural, and thereby, he de. 
monſtrated that he will in due time per- 
fectly complete the temple of ku pech 
myſtical, which is his chur cha For he 
is a head to all his Ne .He 
quickens them by his. grace, and actu-· 
ates them by bis influence. By union 
with him Ys live, by N with 
himthey grow. His Spirit breathes t hrough 
the church, which: is his body, and en- 
ables the members to grow up into him in 
all Sings, who is the head, even Chriſt; 
whereb 2! he teaches them, and it is a great 
, their growth, how to acknowlege 
elr bligations- with - 1ncreaſing.. humi- 
lity to their glorified; head. He. renden 
the ſalvation of Jeſus finiſhed. upon.. the 


croſs the ſweet ſubject; of their ſpiri. * 
tual ſong. His dying love. they Fan , 
keep eyer, in mind; they would have pf 


always warm upon their hearts, and alway: 
upon their tongues. ; His. paſſion, on the 
tree 1s. their never ceaſing theme: God, 
forbid, ſay they, that we ſhould ory, ex 

cept in the croſs of our Lord Jeſus Chri 5 
In this they glory, and in this alone, with... 
their voices, and with, every muſical. | in, 

| 9 ſtrument 
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a ſtrument, but chiefly with the melody of 
1 Wcheir hearts, they endeavor to praiſe. him, 
ho was ſlain and hath” redeemed them 
Hunts God by his blood. It becometh them, 
well in the houſe of their pilgrimage thus 
Fro ſing the trim mphs of the worthy lamb : 
For it ig to be in their Father's houſe the 
moſt bleſſed fubject of their endlefs ſong. 
The ten thoufand times ten thouſand, and 
thouſands of thouſands of angels, and the 
great multitude which no man could num 
ber of all nations and kindreds, and. 71 
ple and tongues, harping with their golden 
arps in full concert join in praiſing the 
crucified Immanuel. — Worthy is the 
* lamb that was lain to receive N 
and riches, and wiſdom and ſtre | 
and honor and glory, and bleſſing. 
Amen. Hallelujah.” 


den There is another Hebrew word SHeR, 
- the hich” the Septuagint conſtantly render 
PO ſong, frequently applied to the pſalms. 
ou 


8 t ſignifies rule and government, and is 
e Apfed for any principality among men. 
ence it is very properly fpoken of him 
whoſe kingdom ruleth over all. The 
rince of peace is one of his high titles. He. 
called the prince of the kings of the 
AMSarch-—a prince for ever—of whoſe go- 
Miugernment and peace there ſhall be no end. 
lo this empire he had an unalienable and 
5 B 2 inde- 
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indefeiſable right, being in the one Jeho- 
vah poſſeſſed of the ſame perfections with 
1 F ather and the holy Spirit. But the 
moſt common view in which the pfalms 
conſider him 1s ; that of the God- man, King- Wl 
mediator, whoſe principality is the moſt Wl 
glorious reign of grace. He fits upon his Wl 
throne freely to beſtow all divine bleffings 
upon his redeemed, and he is Meſſiah the 
prince who was raiſed to his kingdom by 
the covenant of the eternal Three: In 
which he engaged to be a ſurety for his 
people; and in. their nature, and in their 
ſtead to ſatisfy all the offended attributes 
of the Father by his holy life and death, 
and the Father engaged to give him a 
kingdom with all Power in heaven and 
earth. Accordingly in the fulneſs of time 
he was manifeſted in the fleſh, and for the 
joy that was ſer before him, he endured 
the croſs, and deſpiſed the ſhame, andi is 
ſet down at the right hand of the throne 
of God. He is greatly exalted, far above 
all Principality and power, and might and 
dominion, and every name that is named, 
not only in this world, but alſo in that 
which is to come. The once crucified i 
now the enthroned Jeſus, King of Kings 
and Lord of Lords, almighty to ſave his 
people from all their ſins and from all 


their enemies. The or of Immanuel 
=_ in 


] 
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In this reſpect are celebrated under the 
name Me in ſeveral of the pſalms. In 
che xlyiith pſalm for inſtance, all the peo- 
ple are called upon to clap their hands for 
oy. and to ſhout unto God with the voice 
Jof triumph, becauſe Jehovah Jeſus is the 
great king over all the earth. His happy 
government, under which believers receive 


is 
i ; all their bleſſings, was to be the conſtant 
he ſubject of their grateful ſong. Singing 
by was, hog words and ſounds to expreſs the 
In in hi. tf ghe king of laints, and their Je Joy 
his OED 


| Jeddiig f _—_— that eyery hymn remind 


cir ¶ ed — of Meſſiah the prince. . 
res ever they were happy in their hearts, they 
th, MW expreſſed it by ſinging the praiſes of that 


moſt glorious perſon, Who was made fleſh, 

humbling himſelf to be obedient; unto 
death, even the death of the croſs, and 
who thereby became the head of all prin- 
cipality and power. He ruleth the al- 
mighty Immanuel over every creature and 


one every thing, God- man upon his throne, 
dye tilla all his enemies, death itſelf be de- 
and ſtroyed, and then he will reign. with the 
ed, Father and the Spirit for ever and ever: 


For his reign is everlaſting, and of his 


d is kingdom there ſhall be no end. 

inge This was the delightful theme in the 
1 book of men The old teſtament ſaints 
a 


mort brig en I [1+ mo. ere 
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were never weary of celebrating Meſſia Wi 
their prince, the Lord and Saviour of his Wi 
people, made an offering for their fins, 
dead, riſen, and aſcended to his throne. 
This is ſtill the ſweeteſt ſubject in the 
church of God. Happy are they, who 
have the Lord Chriſt rulitig over their out. 
ward eſtate. Thrice happy they, Who 
have him ruling in their ſouls. O What 
happineſs is it to have ſet up within them 


DI — 


and royal protection, with what joyful lips / 
will they extoll their king? They would 
have all within them to bleſs his holy 50 
name, and would be praiſing him with 
falms and hymns and ſpiritual ſongs, re- In 
joicin all the way to Sion, and making Wis 
1 i melody in their hearts unto thee 
970. B . 4 

I beſe three names take in the ſubjet« 
of the whole book - the hymns contain the. 
raiſes of Immanuel, our ſun of righteouſ-· . 
neſs— the p/alms treat of his taking our 
nature, 


| [ * 
atme, and in it being cut off for his 
people, that through his death they might 
Ilie —che ſangs celebrate the glories, of his 
| m, both in earth and heaven, in 
time and eternity. Beſides theſe names 
| of the book of pſalms there are ſeveral 

ocher things written in ſeripture concern» 
1 Jing them, which confirm the account here 
hat given of their reference to the ever; bleſſed 
em Meſmah, King of ſaints, and which will 
be 2 e under the conſidera- 
ron 


CHAP. III. 


Some ahr. of the Ola Teftament, contern- 
| ung the book of Pſalms. 
THESE paſſages are either fuch as 
command che ſinging of pfalms, or 
fach as lay down rules for ſinging them 
properly : of the firſt ſort we finc frequent 
mention. Give thanks unto che Lord, 
* call upon his name, make known h 
e deeds among the people: Sing 7 
* him, ſing plalms unto him: O fing 
«unto the Lord a new ſong, ling unto 
* the Lord, all the earth: Sing unto the 
Lord, bleſs his name, ſhew forth his 


2 ' falvation from day to day. Make a 
| B 4 Joyful 


/ 
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Joyful noiſe unto the Lord, all the earth, 
„make a loud! noiſe, and rejoice, and 
engive praiſe: Sing unto the Lord. with Wi 
the harp, with the harp; and the voice 
of a pfalm. O clap your W W 
ye people, ſhout unto God with, the 
voice of triumph: For the Lord "moſt 5 
„high is to be; feared,: He is the great 
king over all the earth: Sing forth the 
% honour of his name, make his praise 
4glorious: Sing pſalms unto God, wy 
e plalms ; Sing pſalms to our. king, {ing 
e palms, for it is good to ſing pſalms to 
our God!: for it is pleaſant and praik 
6:18 comely: Sing ye praiſes wy the 
9 underſtanding: Sing ye praiſes with 
« .the;whole heart: Let every thing that 
<<. hath. breath. praiſe. the Lord. Amen. 
Hallelujah.“ 
In * to thoſe commands be- 
lie vers exhort one another to this delight: 
ful exerciſe: O come let us ſing unto 
the Lord, let us make a joyful noiſe to 
the rock of aur ſalvation, (Heb. our 
Jeſus). Let us come before his pre- 
85 lence with thankſgiving, and make a 
« zoyful, noiſe, unto, him with pſalms.” 
And what was thus expreſſed 1 in the con- 
gregation, every believer in private applies 
to himſelf and practices. Bleſs the 
of Land. O my ſoul, and all that is with. 
cc in 
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„ in nde, 'bleſs' his holy name: While 1 
hre WI praiſe the Lord, I will ſing 
8 praiſes unto my God while I have my 
being: I will extol thee my God, O 
„ king, and I Will bleſs thy name for ever 
L nn N 

We have abundant authorities in the 
Wives of believers to prove, that ſinging of 
; ms, was very early in the church. 


aile Moſes compoſed a pſalm, which he and 
Nh | the whole congregation ſang to the glory 
ng of their almighty delivererfrom Egyptian 


bondage. On the victory obtained over 
; Sifera the captain of Jabin's hoft, Deborah 
Sand Barak ſang a hymn of thankſgiving 
recorded in the book of the wars of the 
Lord. David was the ſweet finger of Hrael 
fraiſed up of God to indite the praiſes of 
che glorious Immanuel: The book of 
Iplalms, which he ſpake by the holy Ghoſt, 

has been in uſe in the church ever fince - 
his time. They made part of every days 
ſervice in the temple.” They were ſung by 
Chriſt, and by his apoſtles, '' Paul and 
Silas in priſon, with their feet in the ſtocks, 
and at midnight, had liberty in their hearts 
to ſing a pfalm unto the Lord.” We know. 
for certain from ſacred hiſtory, confirmed 
by profane authors, that when the whole 
church was come together into one place 
it was part of the public ſervice to ſing 
OE B 5 pſalms: 
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Palms: for which there were rules 1: 
down both in the old teſtament and in te 
new. E 
The incipal rule "was about the en ; 
ropoſl Il ſinging. Why did God em 
join it in his ſervice ? And with what vier 
2 he require it to be performed by hi 
ple? He has herein clearly revealed 
is will. He intended to teach them u 
| Bin Ok his infinite love in Jeſus 
A 157 whom all their bleſſings flow, and 
praiſe him and to thank him with joy. 

0 heirts and lips. Singing was the out 
ward expreſſion of their inward joy, and 
"I herkIoi it was accompanied with inſtru. 
ments of all kinds to proclaim in the 
grandeſt manner their joy in the Lord 
hile the daily ſacrifices were burning or 

the altar, oy, celebrated with believing 
hearts the atonement of the lab of God, 
and expreſſed their triumphing in it with 
all the Powers of vocal and inſtrumental 
muſic. N they were commanded, 
Nun. x. 10. FE: the day of your glad 
i neſt a ur ſolei KA nd in 
"66 ye 1 WP. 11 your 5 baths, ye e ſhall 
% blow with 15 trumpets Over you burnt 


1 e gs, and dver the ſacrifices of your 
„Peace FO that they may be ty 
1 you for a memorial before the Lon 
1 « your God: Tam the TEE your 117 ; 
i 
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This,, commandment Hezgkiah obſerved. 


1 th After he had cleanſed; the temple. from the 
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Wpollutions of his 
He ſet the Levites in the houſe, of the 
Lord with cymbals, with pſalteries, and 
ich harps, according to the command- 


profane predeceflor, 


« ment, of David, and of Gad the Sings 
« ſeer, and Nathan the prophet :.;For ſo 


„as the, commandment of the Lord by 


«, his prophets: And the Levites ſtood 
« with the. inſtruments of David; and the 
+. prieſts with the trumpets: And Heze- 
+ kiah commanded to offer the burnt 


« offering, upon the altar, and when the 


«burnt offering began, THE SONG-OF THE 
„Lok BEGAN alſo with the trumpets, and 
« with the inſtruments ordained by David 
« king of Iſrael: And all the congrega- 
« tion. worſhipped, and the fingers ſang, 


and the trumpeters ſounded, and all this 
% continued until the burnt offer 
« fniſhed.” 2 Chron. xxix. 25, &c. 
muſic was not merely to pleaſe ; it was 


was 
heir 
expreſſive. For it was a memorial. I 
was to call to mind the ſacrifice of Imma- 


mel, 20d. the joy flowing from it, the 


greateſt joy that poſſibly. can be ; For all 
+ ſacrifices pointed to him, and were 


bim. He: was the lamb who verily was 


ſore- Odained before the foundation of the 
| world, | 
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world, who was flain in, type fant the 
foundation of the world, and who in the 
fulneſs of time appeared to put away fin 
by: the ſacrifiee of himſelf. The apoltl. 
has proved at large in the epiſtle to the 
Hebrews, that all the ſacrifice 25 r. the 
lay were types and figures of In crifice 
of Chriſt, and that the benefits. aſcribed to 
them were to ſignify the graces which flo 
to dis redeemed from his ſacrifice: Fot 
— this alone juſtice was ſatisfied, 
wrath appeaſed, atonement made, the con- 
ſcience purged ed from guik, the ſinner freely 
pardoned, fully juſtified, yea ſanctified and 
perfected for ever: So that by his one 
offering he ſaves believers from all ſins and 
all miſeries, and gives them enjoyment 
now of all bleſſings, and will ſecure to 
them eternal enjoyment. Here is the 
fountain of all joy. From hence flows 
peace with God, and love to God with 
every bleſſing of bis love. All comes 
through the bleeding lamb, and is the fruit 
of his croſs and paſſion. T his is the glo- 
rious ſubject treated of in the pſalms, = 
the ſinging and the muſic of the old teſta- 
ment were entirely in praiſe of 5 While 
the burnt offering was conſuming on the 
fire of the altar, all chat ſound could pol- 
ſibly do with voices and inftruments was 
exerted to rouſe the attention, and to in- 
_ TTY, flame 
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flame the affetions... The full. concert 
was to excite the higheſt ſentiments of 
A thaflkfulneſs in the view. of that one of- 
7 ſering, which was to bear the fire of the 
Father's Wrath, and thereby was to be- 
come ari odor of a ſweet ſmell, a ſacriſice 
| acceptable, well pleaſing to God. No 
99 1 beyond this. No joy is to be 
compared with the joy of this. If any 
one had been preſent who did not know 
the Ooccaſion Pa this wonderful rejoicing, 
N- and had aſked good Hezekiah what they 
meant by this muſic, which made the very 
earth ring again, he would have r 
informed the enquirer-  * +1 | 
Me are now triumphing in ſtedfaſt faith 
of the fulfilling of the promiſe, that God 
will be incarnate, and will come to take 
away ſin by his ſacrifice :: Therefore we 
enter into his gates with thankſgiving, 
and into his courts with praiſe. We re- 
joice in our hearts in the future offering 
of the lamb of God. Although we have 
divine words, in which to oxpreſs our 
joy, yet our preſent ſenſe of it is onh 
according to our faith. When this 1s 
—_—_ our joy is unſpeakable and full of 
For it brings a foretaſt of that 
| a of joy, which we ſhall have, when 
we ſhall receive the end of our faith, eveh | 
the eternal ſalvation of our ſouls. Then 
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all the bleſſings, all the glories of heaven 
will come to us through the redemption 
that is in the blood of the lamb. — 
while the burnt offering is conſumir 
the altar, we make the moſt joy ful ne 
poflibly can, ſinging and triumphing in che 
offering of Immanuel: For we believe it 
will be a ſweet ſmelling ſavor unto God, 
and through it we ſhall enter within the 
veil, even into heaven itſelf. There we 
mall take up the ſame moſt bleſſed ſub- 
ject, and celebrate the lamb that mo 
lain with never-ceaſing praiſe, - 6 

The anſwer, which I ſuppoſe Hezekiah 
- would have given, is perfectly agreeable 
to David's own account of this matter. 
He relates very clearly for what end; the 
pſalms were revealed, and were ſung; in 
the temple ſervice. We find it thus de- 
ſcribed, 1 Chron. xvi. David appointed 
„ the Levites to miniſter before the ark, 
* and to RECORD; and to THANK and 
* PRAISE the Lord God of Iſrael, ver. 4. 
and again, ver. 7. Then on that day 
David delivered firſt this pſalm to thank 
the Lord into the hand of Aſaph and 
his brethren: Give thanks unto the 
Lord, call upon his name. make known 
+* his deeds among the people: Sing unto 
« him, fing pſalms unto him, talk you 
« of all his wonderous works: ng ye 
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60 oY his holy name; let the heart of them 
Joice that ſeek the Lord.” 
e have in this paſſage a very clear 
Jeſiglyrtiphs of the deſign of the book of 
pſalms. It was firſt to R coRD] the word 
hgnifies'to cauſe to be remembered. The 
pſalms were a ſtanding memorial, to bring 
into mind the wonderful love of the ever- 


e bleſſed Trinity in ſaving ſinners through 
ve Jeſus Chriſt, and to keep it freſh and 
D- lively upon the hearts of -believers. We 
as are apt to forget this our greateſt good, 
12 and therefore God has graciouſly recorded 
ah it in his word. Therein he has promiſed 
dle to ſanctify the memory to retain it, and 


in the uſe of the pfalms he beſtows this 
the bleſſing. When they are read and mixed 
in witk faith, then they are meditated on 
de- with delight, ſung with melody, and help 
red W to keep the heart warm in its attachment 
rk, W to the beloved Jeſus. When they are 
and W thus treafured up in the mind; and brought 
. 4. into conſtant uſe, behevers learn in ſing- 
day W ing them to rejoice in the infinitely per- 
ank fect ſacrifice of Immanuel, and to triumph 
and in his/divine righteouſneſs. The pſalms 
the WW ate the means appointed of God to anſwer 
own ill thoſe ends z and they do by his 2 
| They ſtir up the pure minds of his 
E by way: of remembrance. They a 
them proper matter, and choice ee _ 
When 
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when ſung with i nificant fotihds, they ex- 


cite affections to Jeſus, as holy and as happy, 
as they can be on this fide of Heaven. 
The uſe of the pſalms was alſo to 
THANK): ©, O give thanks unto the 
« Lord: For his mercy endureth for 
ever,“ ſeems to have been the chorus 
of all the antient hymns. The word 
which we tranſlate To THANK ſignifies to 
give the hand to God, as an acknowleg- 
ment that all power was his. The hand 
is power. Our power extends as far as 
our hand reaches. The hand of God is 
every where, and his power is infinite. The 
cuſtom of paying homage in antient times 
explains this uſage of the word. 1 Chron. 
xxix. 23. Then Solomon ſat on the 
<<. throne of the Lord as king, inſtead of 
%% David his father, and proſpered, and 
all Iſrael obeyed him, 24. And all 
„the princes, and the mighty men, and 
all the ſons likewiſe of king David 
«< ſubmitted themſelves unto. Solomon the 
* king Heb. gave the, hand under So- 
<.lomon,.the., king.” This was an ex- 
preſſive ceremony: They ;kneeled; down 
and put their hands under his; thereby 


confeſſing that their power was ſubject to 
his; And in this manner they paid him 
homage. There is a curious letter ex- 
tant of king Hezekiahs, which farther ex- 
422 plains 


4,7 
plains: both the expreſſion and the cuſtom. 
He ſays in it to the people, 2 Chron. 
xxx. g. „ Be ye not ſtiffnecked as your 
« fathers ere, but yield yourſelves, Heb. 
„give, the hand unto the Lord,” fall 
down before him, and aſcribe all your 
power tothe Lord acknowlege him to 
have all power in heaven and earth. Thus 


give the honor due unto his name. Con- 


feſs that all your good comes from him, 
and that he keeps you from all 'evil- 
Every bleſſing which you receive in earth 
or hope for in heaven, acknowlege to be 


from 8 Hood pleaſure of his 'own' will, 
and to the praiſe of the glory of his free 
grace. Moſt of the pſalms were written, 
and ſhould be fung, with this ſpirit. 
What David felt in his own heart at the 


free-will offerings of the people towards 


the building of the temple, the ſame he 
would excite in others, when they read 
or ſing the pſalms. 1 Chron. xxix. 19, 
&c. ** Wherefore David bleſſed the Lord 
* before all the congregation, and David 
«ſaid, Bleffed be thou Lord God of *If- 
*© rael, our Father for ever and ever: 
* Thine, O Lord, is the greatneſs, and 


the power, and the glory, and the vic- 


* tory, and the majeſty: For all that is 
in the heaven and in the earth is thine: 
* Thine is the kingdom, O Lord, and 

| “ thou 
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* thou art exalted as: head above: all: 
Both riches and honor come of ' thee, 
and thou reigneſt over all, and in thy 
hand is power and might, and in thy 
* hand it is to make great, and 0 giv: 
<« ftrength unto all: Now therefore our 
Cod we thank thee, and). praife- chy 
* glorious name.“ How. delightfully 
docs he here deſcribe one great end of 
finging pſalms. It was to aſcribe to the 
Lord all the glory of his word and works 
and ways—wrh voices and inſtruments, 
but chiefly with the muſic of the heart to 
iſe him for his goodneſs, and to bleſs 
im, becauſe his mercy endureth tor 1 
ever. - , | 
There is another word uſed, 1 Chron. d 
xvi. 4. The pſalms were to record, and ic 
to thank, and to yRarst (Heb. Hellel tt 
the Lord God of Ifrael. But this has © 
been treated of in the beginning of the | © 
ſecond chapter. It is the running title 1 
of the pſalms, and ſignifies the action of 
light in the material world, and from thi 
thence is applied to the action of the ſun 
of righteouſneſs in the ſpiritual world. 
Singing pſalms was not only to remind us 
of Rim. but alſo to lead us to aſcribe to 
him all the bleſſings of nature and grace, 
of earth and heaven. All are from him. 
the gifts of his free unmerited * 
an 


* 
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and call for the tribute of conſtant thank- 
. fulneſs. He created the ſun, and or- 


*. 
- 
?. 

if 
* 
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| WY gained it to diſpenſe every rartbly bleſſmg, 
dat it might be a lively picture of the 
« WM true light, who communicates ſpiritual 
r life, wirb all ite comforts. While the 
Y believer looks: upon the moſt glorious 
Immanuel in this view, and has a warm 
of ſenſe of his obligations to him, how ſweet 


ne is the exerciſe of faitb! He finds the 
Lad to have ſome of the 


s, bleſſedneſs of the palace itſelf, Such 
to! they, were to him, who ſaid, Bleſſed 
of; Lare they that dwell in thy courts, they 
or ill be ſtill praiſing thee. Selah.” 
They will be ſtill acknowleging their 
In. debt in pſahms and hymns and ſpiritual 
nd | ſongs: Which is the very employment of 
et) the ſaints round the throne, and which 
has is the divine 2 to expreſs our 
the | communion. wi m, and to bri 
:rle Ia foretaſt of their ne,, 3 
| of | From this paſſage in Chronicles we fee 
om Ihe uſe of the pſalms in the old teſtament, 
fun Land for what end they were then ſung in 
ld. Iche church. It was to remind believers 
3 us ef the wonderful perſon and of the divine 
- ro orks of the incarnate Jehovah, that they 
ace, Imight admire his matchleſs beauty, and 
him Ndore him for his moſt precious love. 
ove, Wich happy and thankful hearts they 
| | ©" +. _ 
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uſed daily to ſing of him in the temple 
ſervice. The concert will never be «x. 
celled upon this earth, and the effect 
which accompanied it will only be equalled 
in heaven. The ſubject - the number of 
Voices and inſtruments the excellence of 
the muſic and of the performance and 
the divine approbation which crowned 
the whole, by a miracle confirming the 


faith and feronatheni 
| | | ning the hopes of 
congregation, thee 3 ee of the 


ſcribed in 2 Chron. v. 11, 12, &c. Solo- 
mon had finiſhed the temple, and had 
brought the ark of the covenant into the 
holy of holies: And it came to pals, 
0 when the prieſts were come out of the 
% holy place: For all the prieſts that 
e vere preſent were ſanctified, and did 
not then wait by courſe: Alſo the Le- 
« vites who were the ſingers, all of them 
<«. of Aſaph, of Heman, of Jeduthun, 
with their, ſons and their brethren, be- 
„ing arayed in white linnen, having 
« cymbals, and pfalteries, and harps, 
«ſtood: at the eaſt end of the altar, and 
„ with them an hundred and twenty 
« prieſts ſounding, with trumpets: It 
came even to pals, as the trumpeters 
ee and ſingers were as one, to make one 
“ ſound to be heard in praiſing and 
thanking the Lord. And when the) 
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„(lift up their voice with the trumpets 
tand cymbals, and inſtruments of mu- 
d ſic, and praiſed the Lord, ſaying, For 
of he is good, for his mercy: endureth for 
of ever: That then the houſe was filled 
d with! a cloud, even the houſe of the 
d Lord: So that the prieſts could not 
e ſtand to miniſter by reaſon of the cloud: 
ic For the glory of the Lord had filled 
(„che houſe of God.” All Iſrael met 
aa opon this occaſion, a very great congre- 
he gation, from the entering in of Hamarh, 

Y oro the river of Egypt. They came to 

che dedication, of the temple, knowing 
chat it was a type of the body of Chriſt, 
id and prefigured his coming from heaven 
e. to dwell with men on the earth. The 
m filling the temple with glory was to teach 
them that a perſon in Jehovah was to 
tabernacle in the manhood of Chriſt. In 
im the fulneſs of the Godhead was to 
| dwell; bodily, and out of his fulneſs they 
ſnould receive grace for grace. While 
they were looking forward with joyful 
hope, and ſinging the praiſes of this moſt 
bleſſed event, the Lord gave them a 
ſenſible proof, that he would come and 
{inhabit the temple of his body; and 
would alſo come and dwell in their hearts 
by faith. Once in the end of the world 
God was manifeſt in the fleſh, but in 


| cvery 
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every age he has viſtted his people with 
his preſence,” and bleſſed them with his 
love, while they have been with thankful We 
hearts aſcribing to him all the glory of 
their falvation, When he has thus diſ- 
poſed them to give him the honor due 
unto his name, then he has brought them 
into a proper temper to receive the greateſt 
communications of his grace. For the 
moſt high and holy one that \inhabiteth 
eternity vouchſafes to dwell in the hum- 
ble and contrite” heart. The King of 
Kings admits the meek and lowly to the 
neareſt approach, yea to the moſt” inti- 
mate famiharity with him. The higheſt 
reſides with the matt With them the 
almighty ſovereign keeps his court, ac- 
cording to his promiſe I will dwell 
with you, an II walk among you, 
and 12 wilt be your God, and ye ſhall 
be my people.“ When he ſmiles upon 
them with his reconciled © countenance, 
and excites in them holy love and humble 
adoration : O what an happineſs is it to 
behold the king in his beauty, even here 
by faith. The ſoul thus enamoured with 
him will find it a moſt delightfuF employ- 
ment to ſing his praiſes, in cannot help 
breaking out into pſalms and hymns of 
_ thankfulneſs, Theſe are the appointed 
means of n. its ſacred joy. l In 

them 
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them the ſaints above have their heavenly 
lexerciſe, and the ſaints below have often 
Win the uſe of the ſame means a fortaſt of 
the glory to be revealed. 
3 When Zerubbabel and his brethren be- 
gan to rebuild the temple after the capti- 
[vity, the work was entered upon with 
ſinging pſalms. And when the builders 
laid the foundation of the temple of 
. the Lord, they ſet the prieſts in their 
1 apparel with trumpets, and the Levites 
. 


« the ſons of Aſaph with cymbals, to 

ai/e. the Lord, after the ordinance. of 
David king of Urael; and they ſang 
together by courſe, in praiſing and giv- 


he!“ ing thauks unto the Lord: Becauſe he 


-. is good: For his. mercy, endureth for 
en ever towards: Ifrael.“ Ezra iii. 10, 11. 
jv, The words to praiſe, and to give thanks 
are the ſame, as in the forecited place in 
Chronicles, and applied to the ſame per- 

ſon, even to the deſire of all nations, who 
was to come and fill the ſecond temple 
with his glory.“ The glory of this latter 
* houſe ſhall be greater than of the former, 
faith the Lord of hoſts:“ Hag. ii. 7. 
which was really accompliſhed, when the 
word was made fleſn and dwelt among us. 
Then the Lord came to his temple, and 


ned his diſciples ſaw- his glory, the glory as 
In + bars: 2 5 0 
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of the only begotten of the F an ball 

of grace and truth. 
Of him alſo bang Nehemiah, as men- 
tioned in Chap. xii. He repaired the 
wall of Jeruſalem, and ended it with 
praiſing, and giving thanks to the Lord 
God of Iſrael, ſinging pſalms unto him 
with voices. and inſtruments of mulic, 
according to the commandment of Da- 
vid the man of God. From theſe in- 
ſtances it is plain that the general ſub- 
ject of the pſalms was to aſcribe to the 
incarnate Jehovah all the honor of ſaving 
ſinners. The ſweet pſalmiſt of Iſrael fre- 
quently calls upon the church to ſing 


pſalms to the Saviour's praiſe, particu- 


larly in pſalm xcii. which was conſtantly 
ſing on the ſabbath, the day of praile, 
in pſalms xcv, xcvi, xcviii, &c. And he 
does this very remarkably in pialm 0. 
wherein he calls upon believers to join in 
this delightful. work, and affigns ſeveral 
reaſons: tor their encouragement to do it 
with the warmeſt 8 N. their hearts. 
The title is 

pſaim of confę Non, viz. to God for 
his goodneſs, and for the wonders which 
he hath done for the children of men. 

1. O all the earth, 2 air ring 
with ce praiſes e 
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2. Serve ye Jehovah with heart · felt 
oy Come ye into his preſence with the 
hi raiſes you can give. 
| yy certain, that. Jehovah is the 
ery Alehim, he hath made us, and not 
ve ourſelves, we are his people, and the 
Wfock under his paſtoral care: | 
. 4. Enter ye into his gates with con- 
eion, into his courts with aſcribing to 
Whim the praiſe of giving you every thing 
Juſeful, pay ye homage to him, bleſs ye 
his name: F 
5. For 5 WY is good, his mercy is 
| for ever, and his faithfulneſs is from ge. 
Nneration to e. 


When believers in their.church ſervice 
ſuſed to ſing this pſalm, they acknowleged 
In it the goodneſs of God to them, and 
Had in their hearts ſentiments of his loving 
kindneſs, ſuch as theſe— 
1. O all ye inhabitants of the world, 
ho have found redemption chrough 
aith in the blood of the lamb, join to- 
gether to make his praiſe to be heard: 
ding unto Jehovak a new ſong, ſing 
praiſes unto him luſtily with a good cou- 
age: 5 
2. Serve ye Jehovah with a free ſpirit, 
inging and making melody in your hearts 
nto him: Come ye into his preſencay 


having 
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having now acceſs with confidence, and 
let the high praiſes of God be in your 
mouth, aſcribing to him all the glory of 7 
your ſalvation: e 

3. Be ye certain, that Jehovah is the 
very Alehim, the three in covenant to 
ſave ſinners: For he has made us, and 
not we ourſelves, we neither made our. 
felves creatures, nor new creatures in 
Chriſt Jeſus—he gave us our being, and 
our well being—we have nothing of our 
own, but ſin: And he has made us his 
free ſubjects by redeeming us from the 
bondage of ſin, yea we are his beloved 
flock, and he is our good ſhepherd, who 
will give grace and glory to his people, 
and to the ſheep of his paſture : 

4. O come ye then into his gates with 
thankful acknowlegement of his infinite 
goodneſs to your ſouls—meet him, in the 
great congregation, and join all the re- 
deemed, who in earth and heaven are 
with one heart giving bleſſing and honor, 
and glory and power to God and the 
lamb. | | 

5. For Jchovah is good and doet 
good, his mercy is to be celebrated in 
his church militant from age to age, and 
his never failing faithfulneſs is to be 
your ſubject of never ending praiſe. i 
the church triumphant. | 


Tas 4 
4. KR 
O for ſuch holy affections as this palm 
requires. Reader, art thou acquainted 
with the ſubject, and art thou indeed a 
partaker of that thankfulneſs, of which 
Wir" treats. O beg of him chien to give 
cee a growing ſenſe of thine utter un- 
i Vorthineſs of the leaſt mercy. This. 1 
- Weoſpel-poverty of ſpirit, and this wil 
n 
ſe 
ur 
11S 


he 


Acknowlegement of the goodneſs of God, 
Howing from the happy experience of its 
; bleflings, and Influencing the whole man 
0 pralſe him for them. To this grateful 


ed temper the very reading of the pſalm will 
b, be as an ordinance, and the ſinging of 
Jt, 


t with the melody of the heart will be a 
eaſt, 

From theſe authorities of the old teſta- 
nent it is plain, that the ſubje& of the 
book of pſalms, and the ſinging them 
vere intended to excite in believers the 
rarmeſt ſentiments of gratitude. The 
de of God manifeſted in ſaying finners 
| the hrovgh Jeſus Chrift is herein deſcribed 
ich the true ſublime both of ſtyle and 
ntiment; and when any pſalm was ſung, 
ed un che heart felt the ſubje&, arid made 
» 1" Warmony there, then it became a delight- 
|, as well as an acceptable ſervice. But 
iſe unge Mall ſee clearer evidence of This mat- 

of” if we attend to 
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cad thee to pray for a more thankful 


— 


< T % 
[ 52 1 
91 


ID Td vib Stor 
nat d 11151 E 80 V19%Y 2 bat n 


—— _— 


Has, Aroisbugot dz ort 24 
1 0 H. A P. WZs won 


DRL 2 199 Mvotmud 10 90134 
done raſuges in the new teſtament een 
D. hrs nge lien. n 
NY elf Dy (57.30 

PT H E. auctions, are very numerous 
Chriſt and his apoſtles often, refer to 

the pſalms, and make a direct applica- 
tion of them: For: they all treat of him, 
as indeed the, whole. volume of 'reyelation 
does. Ale is the ſpirit and life of all the 
bible: But there is no part ſo-particular 
ly, and ſo frequently applied to him, a 
the book of pſalms. We know. the ſub- 
jeck of the . from infallible authority 
Ait is the heavenly; government of, king 
mediator, who is David's ſon, and ye 
David calleth him his Lord „ Fer he was 
God and man in one Chriſt. His own 
uſe of the pſalms is very remarkable: He 
ſung them, and quoted them. At hi 
laſt paſſover he joined with his apoſtle 
in the pſalms commonly uſed upon that 
occaſion. St. Matthew Jay: * 1. When 
458 they had ſung an — which i» 
ſupp oſedi to be part of the grand hallelu- 
jabuNbeginoink, at the -cxuth, and ending 
with the ES pſalm. Hereby our 
Lord not only made uſe of, but allo ap: 


plied 
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T plied thoſe divine inn to himſelf, he 

. being indeed the very paſchal lamb ſlain 

in type from the foundation of the world, 

and now abdut to take away fin by the 
| WE facrifice of himſelf, And after he had 
„oy his ſufferings and death made a full 
atonement, and was riſen from the dead, 
he reproved his two diſciples as they were 
„going te Emmaus, and he ſaid unto ther, 
o Luke xxiv. 23. O ye without undet- 
. ſtanding, how Now of heart are ye to 
„„ believe all that the prophets have 
n ſpoken! Ought not Chriſt to have 
be e ſuffered tlhieſè things, and to have en- 
“ tered into his glory? And beginning 
« at” Moſes he expounded unto them 
from all the prophets the things written 
of himſelf in all the ſcriptures.” And 
among the reſt he expounded unto them 
out of the pſalms, as his cuſtom was: 
For when he appeared to his apoſtles to 
confirm them in the belief of his reſurrec- 
tion, he ſaid unto them; 4 Theſe are 
the words, which I ſpake unto you, 
While I was yet with you, that all'things 
© muſt de fulfilled, which were written 
in the law of Moſes, and in the pro- 
F phets, and in the pſalms concerning 
me. Then opened he their under- 
F ſtandings that they might underſtand 
the ſcriptures.“ Here he declares that 
ee | the 
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the pſalms were written concerning him. 
ſelf. Not only here and there a paſſage, 
or an alluſion, not only the quotations in 
the new teſtament, but the whole volume 
throughout is concerning him. Upon 
whatever occaſion the pſalmiſt compoſed 
any of them, yet it was only a caſe 0 
{ſpeak upon, in order to introduce what 
was to be faid concerning the divine per. 
ſon, and the divine work of the Mefliah, 
This is the ſpiritual uſe and deſign of the 

pſalms. And. every man, whole under: . 

anding the Lord has opened, as he did i 
his diſciples, can fee them in this light 
The veil being taken away, he behold: 
Chriſt with open face, and every palin 
ſhews to him ſome lovely feature of his 
moſt lovely Saviour, Therein he read: 
of the divine and human nature of In 
manuel, his life and death, his reſurrec. 
tion and aſcenſion, his kingdom and glory, 
He underſtands the ſcriptures, and with 
the | joy of his heart receives what is there 
in written concerning the God of his {al 
vation. 
Agreeably to our Lord's own uſe 0 
the plalms, we find the whole church 0 
believers with one accord uſing them nM 
the ſame manner. The inſtance record 
in Acts iv. is remarkable, becauſe the re 
e, which they made to the pſalms, 
indiſputab 


5 TS * o ts WT” wa 7 4 


{ & | 


» WT indiſputably proves, that they are written 
„concerning Chriſt. Peter and John had 
been impriſoned: for preaching Jeſus, but. 
being let go, they went to their own 
company, and reported all that che chief 
prieſts and elders had ſaid unt them: 
And when they heard that, they lift up 
their voice to God with one accord, and 
-r. WF ſaid, Lord, thou art God, who haſt 
h, „ made heaven and earth, and the ſea, 
beg“ and all that in them is: Who by the 
e. mouth of thy fervant David haſt ſaid, 
Id hy did the heathen rage, and the 
h. people imagine vain things? The kings 
„of che earth ſtood up, and the rulers 
la“ were gathered together againſt the 
he Lord and againſt his Chriſt: For of a 
ac WM truth againſt thy holy child Jeſus, 
mW whom thou haſt anointed, both Herod 
ec and Pontius Pilate, with the gentiles, 
* and the people of Iſrael were gathered 
together, for to do whatſoever thy 
% hand, and thy counſel determined be- 
fore to be done.” Here the whole 
church under the ſpecial influence of the 
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oh Spirit applies the 11d pſalm to Chriſt, 
nend declares its accompliſhment in him 
\ n {© being of a truth the very perſon, of 
dd {Whom it- treats; Which is deciſive evi- 


ence, and muſt determine the point even 
„Fre Ive ons 
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to a demonſtration wich all that believe 
the ſcrĩiptures. 

It is not to be W thee: ade the 
apoſtles fhould follow the fame rule in 
explainihg the pfalms. Peter quotes. them 
and refers them to Chriſt. In his firſt 
ſermon recorded Akts ii. he applies che 
xvith pſalm to the reſurrection of Chriſt, 
and he brings the cxth to prove, that 
Chriſt had all power in heaven and earth, 
and ſhould ſit at the right hand of Jeho- 
vah, until all his enemies ſhould be made 
his footſtool. In the fourth chapter of 
the Acts, he ſhews that Chriſt was the 
ſtone ſet at nought by the Jewiſn builders, 
who nevertheleſs ſhould: be made the head 
of the corner, as it is in the cxvnith pfalm. 
Peter had no doubt concerning the appl. 
cation of the pſalms to Chrift,, and his 
beloved brother 7 ſhown ne was of the 
ſame opinion. 

We have an actount 205 his, anna 
of preaching among the Jews: ©, He 
% uſed to reaſon with them out, of the 
*ſeriptures, opening and alledging, that 
«| Chriſt muſt needs have ſuffefed, and 
„ riſen again from the dead, and, that 
this Jeſus, whom 1 preach unto you 
is Abe Chriſt... And: among the other 
ſeriptures he did not forget the pſalms: 
For we, in Acts xiii, my a whole, {ﬆ 
2341 , non 
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10n of his; an ineſtimable treaſury of 
his ſcripture learning, in which he quotes 
everal pſalms, and directly applies them 


o Chriſt, as he alſo does in his other 
ritings. His epiſtle to the Hebrews. 
bounds with references, twenty- nine at 
Gaſt. The ind and ivth chapters are a 
comment on the xcvth pſalm: As the 
vüth chapter is on the cxth: And the. 
> th is on the xIth. Whoever will attend 
Ito the manner in which the apoſtle rea- 
Icons upon theſe paſſages, will readily per- 
ceive, that he does not enter upon any 
formal proof of the deſign of the book of 
pſalms, or of Chriſt's being the ſubject - 
of them. He does not aim at any ſuch 
thing; but takes it for granted, and ar- 
gues upon it as an eſtabliſhed truth. 
Indeed it was at that time the belief of 
the whole church. There was then no 
doubt but all ſcripture treated of him 
« To him give ALL the prophets wit- 
* neſs*—He was their one ſubject. , But 
more eſpecially in the pſalms he was ſet 
forth, and was to be highly exalted, with 
[all the- powers of poetry, and with the 
ſweeteſt ſounds of inſtruments and voices. 
Theſe hymns were inſpired to celebrate 
his matchleſs fame and renown ;, that 
whenever believers felt themſelves happy 
in the knowlege and love of Jeſus,” here 
e C5 they | 
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they might find proper matter and ſuit. 
able words to raiſe their gratitude, a 
high as it can be on this ſide of heaven. 
We have allo the apoſtle's practice and 
experience to recommend his uſe of thei 
plalms. He ſung them with delight, 2 
well as quoted them with propriety. Hi 
love to Jeſus run as high, as love eve 
will upon earth. He ſpeaks of him 
continually as the perfect delight of hi 
foul, on whom he had placed all hi 
affections, and whom he found every da 
worthy of "more love, than his narroy 

heart could contain. O how preciou 
was his Sayiour, when he could ſay— 
„What things were gain to me, thoſle | 
“ counted lots for Chriſt : Yea doubtlelz 
% and I do count all things but loſs for 
« the excellency of the knowlege cf 
„ Chrift Jeſus my Lord, for whom | 
« have ſuffered the toſs of all things, 
« and I do count them but dung, that! 
« may win Chriſt.“ Happy Paul! what 
muſt he have ſeen in Jeſus, who could 
account it an honor to ſuffer ſhame for 
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his name, and an infinite gain to vin 
Chriſt, though with the loſs of all things! 
O happy, thrice happy man, who could 
carry the croſs of Chriſt, and eſteem it 
as his crown. God forbid, ſayg he, that 
1 1 glory in . thing, except 5 

. the 
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i. the croſs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt : For 
count not my life dear to myſelf, ſo 
Jas 1 may but live and die fulfilling: his 
vill. And this was not a flight of fancy, 
Jor a mere rant of enthuſiaſm, but it was 
cool ſober love, and aroſe from real ex- 


rience of the pretiouſneſs of Jeſus to 


This heart. This heavenly lover was the 
ſubject of his ſongs in the worſt houſe of 


his painful pilgrimage. He was ſo truly 
in body ſoul and ſpirit devoted to his 
Jeſus, that how much ſoever he ſuffered, 
yet he could rejoice in the Lord, O 
what a proof did he give of it! — ſuffi- 
cient to ſhame our higheſt profeſſions of 
attachment to the dear Redeemer. When 
he had been beaten with many and cruel 
ſtripes, put into a diſmal dungeon, and 
even there with his feet in the ſtocks, 
his heart was then full of gratitude, and 
in tune to make delightful melody unto 
the Lord, yea brake out into pſalms 
of praiſe—*. At midnight Paul and Silas 
„ prayed, and ſang praiſes unto God,“ 
with a loud voice: for the priioners 
heard them. O for more faith in 
Jeſus to fill us more with this thankful 


and praiſing ſpirit. Lord, pour it out 


abundantly for thy mercies ſake upon 
all thoſe, who believe in thy holy name: 
Pres he f 8 | Let 
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8 Let us make our. boaſt, of thee all the 
day long, and praiſe thy name for ever. 

| rom theſe inſtances it, is evident, that 
the new teſtament church underſtood the 
ſalms in the ſame light, as the old 
lievers always ſung them with the ſame 
view, with hearts and voices making 
melody unto the Lord Chriſt. He him. 
ſelf confirmed this uſe of them: For be 
Joined in this part of religious -worſhip, 
The apoſtles quoted the plalms, and di. 
rectly applied them to their bleſſed. Lord 

| Yea, when the, church met together in 
one place, the pſalms were not only read 
and ſung, hut ſome abuſes. in ſinging 
_ them are corrected, which will lead me 
to conſider 
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Koules laid down in ſcripture for fr inging 


8 


them aright.. _ 


INGING of pſalms is a divine ordi- 
nance, and has an inward and an out- 
ward ſervice. The inward conſiſts in the 
proper frame and affection of the renewed 
and ſpiritual mind: For no man can uſe 
the pfalms as an ordinance of God, who 
has not received the Spirit of God: With- 


out r. we can do nothing, Beine dn 
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in treſpaſſes and ſins. And after he is re- 


ceived, he is the continual breath of ſpi- 


ritual life, yea as much as the air we 
breatlie is of natural life. Every ſpiritual 
ſenſation of peace, comfort, and joy in God 


the Father is from the divine agency of 
the Lord the Spirit. Every act of religious 
worſhip is performed acceptably by his 
ſtrengthening us mightily in the inner 
man, and giving us the will and the power. 
If we pray aright, it is in the holy Ghoſt. 
If we hear aright, it is by his bleſſing on 
the word preached. If we ing aright, it 
is by the ſame Spirit: And therefore we 
are not only commanded to ſeek his aſſiſt- 
ance in all we do, but alſo a growing and 


increaſing meaſure of his graces and pifts. - 


Thus the apoſtle directs the Epheſians in 
their ſinging of pſalms, ge ye filled with 
„the Spirit, ſpeaking to yourſelves in 
„ pſalms,” &c. This is not meant of 
receiving him at firſt : For it is ſpoken to 
believers, who had the Spirit, but it relates 
to their thirſting after more, how much 
ſoever they had attained, ſtill more of the 
Spirit's fulneſs, it being in him infinite, 
and always in us finite. We never hve 
much, but we' may have more; and when 
we have the moſt, our thirſt is then the 


greateſt. This is an holy thirſt, to which 
there is a divine invitation —“ Ho, every 


et one 
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* one that thirſteth come to the waters 
of life.“ And a divine promiſe “ In 
the laſt day, that great day of the feaſt, 
* Jeſus ſtood and cried ſaying, If any 
<<. man thirſt, let him come unto me, and 
% drink; but this ſpake he of the Spirit, 
« which they that believe on him ſhould 
receive.“ And when this promiſe is 
fulfilled, and the holy Spirit is received, 
we are itil in faith to uſe means far the 
increaſing of his graces and gifts; among 
which means the apoſtle recommends — 
Speaking to yourſelves in pſalms,“ &c. 
He ſuppoſes their ſinging would tend to 
their mutual edification: For the words 
are in the plural number, and denote their 
joining together in this holy exerciſe. He 
alſo commands the Coloſſians to inſtruct 
and to admoniſh one another in pſalms 
and hymns and ſpiritual ſongs, herein 
uſing the grace given both for its exerciſe, 
and alſo for its improvement. And this 
true manner of ſinging comes from the 
Spirit, and increaſes the fruits of the 
Spirit. 

It comes from che Spirit; becauſe none 
can perform it, but the new creature in 
Chriſt Jeſus. It is a ſpiritual ſervice, in 
which only the ſpiritual man can join. 
No one can make any melody acceptable 
to God, who a not been firſt a partaker 
ot 
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of the holy Ghoſt. . He is the Lord and 
giver of life; without him all men are 
dead in treſpaſſes and fins. He only can 
quicken and make the ſoul alive to God. 
It requires his almighty power, and it be- 
longs to his covenant office. And when 
he the Spirit of life makes any one free 
from the law of ſin and death, then he is 
a child of God. He is made to know it, 
and to believe it: For he has received the 
Spirit of adoption, whereby he cries Abba, 
Father. In the, ſenſe of this love ſhed 
abroad in his heart by the holy Ghoſt, he 
begins to rejoice in God, as his God. 


Truſting to what Jeſus is to him, that he 


has ſatisfied for his ſins, has wrought out 
his righteouſneſs, and is now ftanding in 
the preſence of God for him, he fees him- 
ſelf accepted in the beloved, an heir of 
God, and a joint heir with Chriſt. Here- 
by his heart becomes reconciled to God, 
and he finds the truth of what is written 
— “ We love him, becauſe he firft loved 
„ us.“ Now he has David's affection, 
and he can join heartily in ſinging with 
him—Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul, and all 
that is within me, bleſs his holy name: 
Bleſs the Lord, O my foul, and forget 
not all his benefits: Who forgiveth all 
thine iniquities, who- healeth all thy diſ- 
eaſes: Who redeemeth thy life from de- 

ſtruction, 
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000% le crowneth thee," With loving 
Eine ang. tence, mercies, 
Thus the right f inging the praiſes. of 
God.comes from; the Spirit, d it alſo in- 
creaſes the fruits. of Fe Spirit. Ix is one 
of the appointe yn of improving them. 
True grace is always operative, and grows 
by. the. Fruit which it bears. If the be- 
lie ver be rejoicing, ſinging will add to his 
J as it is written „ Is any in a happy 
frame? Let him ling pſalms;“ * and that 
will make him happ It is, the divine 
promiſe, and cannot than? he ſhall increaſe 
his joy in the, Lord. 15 any afMicted ? 
Pſalms will refreſh and comfort him: 
Paul and Silas ſore whipt and put into the 
ſtocks ſung a pſalm at midnight. The 
fulneſs of the Spirit in the ſweet ſinger of 
Iſrael went out much this way. He ſang 
moſt, and praiſed beſt of all the ſaints ot 
God. He ſang in all frames and upon 
all occaſions: Let us follow his example, 
and be ſpeaking much and often to one 
another, in pſalms and hymns and ſpiritual 
longs; ſeeking thereby to be filled with 
agrowing meaſure of the holy Spirit. 
f thou enquireſt, how ſhall I obtain this 
ee bleſſing? The command is— 
aſk and it ſnall be given you, ſeek and ye 
Mall find—whoever is made ſenſible he 
| 1 in need of the aſſiſtance of the holy 
Spirit 


* 
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Spirit is glx required to aſk, and the 
| promiſe | is Every one that aſketh re- 
«6 ceiveth, and he that ſedketh' findeth: 
If 2 ſon ſhall alk. bread of any o fou 
1 85 7 a father, Will he gie him / 
« ſtone? or if he aſk a fiſn, will he for # , 
« fiſh giye him a ſerpent! ? or if he aſk an , 
« egg Will he give him a ſcorpion * "If ye 
« then, being evil, know how to give go 
« gifts unto your children; Ow ge 
% more ſhall Your heavenly Father give 
« the HoLY SPIRIT to them that aſk 
„him?“ How, gracious are the ſe worde 
How encouraging are they to every one, 
who has any concern about his ſalvation, 
to deſire the holy Spirit may be given to 
him, to enable him to truſt in Jefus, and 
to find tlie Fathers love in kim: And 
they leave every man without excuſe, who 
lives and dies without thoſe - bleſſings, 
which God has promiſed to give to every 
one that aſketh. 5 
Whoever is a partaker of the Spirit hits 
a new nature in Chriſt Jeſus, and has a 
new underſtanding given him, whereby 
he is inabled to diſcern and to judge of 
ſpiritual things: For thus runs the pro- 
miſe “ He ſhall lead you into all truth :” 
And the apoſtle prays for the fulfilling of 
i, to the Epheſians — © May the God ef 
Hur Lord Jef. Chriſt the Father of 
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* glory,give unto you the ſpirit of wiſdom 
<, and revelation. in the Kknowlege of him, 
« that the eyes of your underſtanding may 
<< be enlightened.” The holy Spirit ad 
upon men as rational creatures. He docs 
not treat them, as if they were ſtones or 
brutes; but he makes the truths of the gol. 
pel clear. to the mind, and deſireable to the 
will. He opens the eyes of the under. 
ſtanding to ſee the object, and then preſents 
it in its glorious beauty and attracting 
loyelineſs. The renewed mind beholds, 
admires, and loves it; and then animated 
with this love can ſing i its praiſes. Holy 
men of God in the old teſtament ſung with 
knowlege. Ignorance was not the mo- 
ther of their * They were well 
acquainted with what they ſung. The 
royal prophet ſays, he employed his un- 
derſtanding in this devout exerciſe, as well 
as his harp, and his voice. Hear him 
how earneſtly he call upon others to extol 
his beloved Jeſus “ Sing praiſes to God, 
* ſing praiſes; ſing praiſes unto our king, 
e ſing praiſes : For God is the king of all 
« the earth, ſing ye praiſes with under- 
„ ſtanding.” He would have them to 
mind what they were about, and to under- 
ſtand what they ſüng; leaſt they ſhould 


utter hes unto the Lord, or offer to him 


a ſacrifice without a heart: Conſider 
whom 


* 
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whom you have to deal with—how great 
and gobd a n how you praiſe 
him: Enga your: mental powers in 
this dengel v — that it may be holy, 
acceptable to God, and a Teafonable ſer- 
vice. | 

The apoſtle agrees in Keats with 
the pſalmiſt: For thus he ſpeaks to the 
Corinthians: If 1 pray in an unknown 
tongue, my ſpirit prayeth, but my un- 
derſtanding 1s unfruitful: What is it 
« then? 1 will pray with the ſpirit and 1 
will pray with the underſtanding allo: 
« I wil bog with che ſpirit, and I will 
„ ſing with the underſtanding | alſo.” 
Singing is unfrutful, unleſs the under- 
ſtanding go with it. "Unleſs the mind be 
— 44 God be honored, it is only 
empty ſound. But when we ſing by the 
Spirit, then he will reach us to ſing with 
the underſtanding alſo. He will open the 
ſubject to us, will give a fixt attention to 
it, will bring the mind into tune, and will 
keep us looking at the ſenſe, more chan 
at the ſound. 

Is it ſo with thee, O my foul ? Enquire 
carefully. Art-thou led by the Spirit in 
thy ſinging ? Does he enlighten thy mind, 
and guide thee into the knowlege of the 
ſubject, in which thou art engaged; ? Take 
heed, and be often examining „„ | 
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thy mind 1s EE: thou ſhodldſt 
preſent unto the Lord the ſong of fools. 
But chiefly keep thy heart dihgently : 
Becauſe' out of it are the iſſues of life. 
Phe man is what his heart is. If'this be 
dead to God, nothing in him is Alive: If 
this be right with God; all will be right. 
If he has a clean heart, and à right ſpirit 
renewed within him, the holy Ghoft has 
made him a new creature in Chriſt Jefus, 
and has won the will and the affections 
over to God. Fhis is his Principal office 
in the converſion of ſinners. He there- 
fore diſcovers truth to the underſtanding, 
in order that it may become defireabl:, 
and that the heart may be properly in- 
fluenced by it. The heart is the com- 
manding er When this has once 
taſted the ſweetneſs of the Father*s love in 
Jeſus; it will engage the whole man to 
ſeek for more. Love is very active, and 
will do or ſuffer much to obtain and to 
preſerve the beloved object. Set this 
ſpring a going, it will move all the 
wheels. The hands will work for God. 
The feet will run the way of his command- 
ments. Love will make heavy burdens 
not grievous to be borne: Love will 
carry them a long time, and faint not. 
Jacob ſerved ſeven years for Rachel, 
and they ſeemed unto him but a few days 


for 
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e 
for the loye which! he had unto her. The 
labor of love is always delightful. When 
ve, kaow God ta be our Father in Jeſus, 
and havefhis love ſhed abroad in our hearts 
by the, holy Choſt, then his ſervice be- 
comes perfect freedom: Then duty ãs en- 
nobled into privilege: Then obedience be- 
comes willing, and filial: The beloved 
child finds free acceſs to the Father's 
throne, and receives bleſſed communica- 
tions of his grace: For which his thank- 
ful heart offers the (ſacrifice: of praiſe, and 
it comes up with a ſweet favor acceptable 
to God through Jeſus Chriſt. This isthe 
melody of the heart. While it feels its 
infinite debt to free grace, is deeply con- 
vinced of its utter unworthineſs, and is 
kept humble by the abiding ſenſe of its 
imperfections, and of its indwelling cor 
ruptions, it is in a right frame to exalt the 
exceeding, riches of divine mercy. Then 
it is diſpoſed to give God all his glory. 
This he requires, as his due, and it be- 
cometh well the righteous to pay it. When 
the heart is made willing to aſcribe every 
good to his holy name, then it is right 
with God. All within is now in tune to 
join every golden harp, and every joyful 
tongue in heaven, which are aſcrihing 
bleſſing and honor, and glory and power 
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to him that ſitteth upon the chrone, and 
to the lamb for ever.. 

This is the chief quits in ſinging 
pfalms. The heart makes the beſt-#wufic, 
The fineft compoſitions, ever fo well ex- 
ecuted with inftruments and voices ate not 
a divine concert, unleſs the heart accom- 
pany them. David knew this well, and 
therefore he ſet his affections to the higheſt 
pitch of praiſe, and he brought ALL of 
them to join. His whole heart entered 
into the performance, and rendered the 
concert full.“ I will praiſe thee, O Lord 
my God, with ALL my heart, and I will 
« olority thy name for evermore: For 
great is thy mercy towards me.” Thy 
ſpecial covenant mercy is ſuch towards 
me, that my very thoughts cannot riſe up 
to its greatneſs : How then can I utter 
forth all its praiſe? I cannot; no, not 
even half of it. But though the debt be 
ſo great, that I cannot count it up, yet | 
will the more extoll thee for it from day 
to day: I would engage my affections, and 
give them all up to this heaventy employ- 
ment. I would have my whole ſoul in it. 
And yet the debt remains, rather increaſes. 
O for a more enlarged heart! My praiſes 
continued are only acknowlegements, and 
I want them continued with growing hu- 
mility—more | in earth and more in heaven. 

There 


Foul 


There I ſhall praiſe better, when my heart 
will have nothing in it, but humble grati- 
tude. Let here 1 will not give over; but 
will carry on my joyful ſong, till I can 
ſing in a higher ſtrain. Praiſe the Lord, 
O my ſoul; and all within me bleſs his 
« holy name: O give thanks unto him 
«-for he 1s good, and his mercy endureth 
for ever. Hallelujah.” 

The apoſtle Paul had his portion in the 
ſame mercy, and had the ſame grateful 
ſenſe of it: He ſang the pſalms of David 
with the ſpirit of David. What he prac- 
ticed himſelf he has recommended to 
others. He has given us ſome rules about 
ſinging in the congregation, and he chiefly 
confines them to the heart accompanying 
the voice. Thus he directs the Epheſians — 
* Be not drunk with wine wherein is ex- 
* ceſs, but be ye filled with the ſpirit, 
* ſpeaking to yourſelves in pfalms and 
*-hymfis, and ſpiritual ſongs, ſinging and 
making melody Iv YOUR HEARTS Unto 
* the Lord, giving thanks always for all 
* things unto God and the Father in the 
name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” He 
would not have them meet together, as 
they formerly had done, to feaſt without 
tear, -and to drink unto drunkenneſs, in- 
citing one another to greater riot and ex- 
ceſs by wanton and profane ſongs : Which 

| was 


172 

was the cuſtom at moſt of the heathen 
banquets. They uſed to try to fill one 
another with wickedneſs. But ye have 
not ſo learned Chriſt. Seek ye to be filled 
with his ſpirit, and uſe the means appointed 
for that purpoſe: Among Which ſinging 
of pſalms, and hymns, and ſpiritual ſongs 
is one of the. chief. I heſe ſeveral names 
are expreſſive of the different ſubjects treat. 
ed of in the ſacred. poetry; hymns are in 
praiſe of Immanuel, ſpiritual /ongs are in 
praiſe of his ſpiritual kingdom, according 
to the ſenſe of the words in the Hebrew, 
and according, to the tranſlation of them 
in the Septuagint, as was before ſhewn. 
The manner of ſinging them it is here 
ſaid was by joining together with their 
voices, but eſpecially with their hearts. 
From thence. comes the beſt melody. 
Harmony in ſound is pleaſant in our ears; 
but harmony in affection is the muſic, 
which enters into the ears of the Lord of 
hoſts. + My ſon, give me thy heart:“ 
He will have no ſervice without it. Prayer, 
obedience, praiſe, every offering muſt 
come from the heart. He looks at this, 
and this in all, and above all. This be 
accepts, and teſtifies his delight in: For 
it is the ſame ſacrifice of praiſe, which wil 
for ever delight him. The church tri 
umphant has begun the fong, which * 

c 


1 
| 
4 


1 1 
x perfectly and for ever pleaſing to tlie 
Lord: And when we meet below with one 
aith to glorify our one Lord, then we en- 
Boy the eommunion of ſaints We have 
Bone hearg with them join in the ſame ſub- 
2 of ptaiſe to their Lord and our Lord 
Jour harmony is theirs—our happineſs is 
Itheirs —it is one and the ſame communion 
vith the Father and the Son by the Spirit. 
And though we cannot raiſe our ſong to 
%% high a pitch, or continue it without 
eaſing, as the ſaints above do; yet we 
entirely agree with them, and are trying 
to make better muſic in our hearts eve 
day, until we fee, their Jeſus and our 
Jeſus face to face. He loves us, as well 
as them: For he is our Immanuel: And 
5. or ſouls rejoice in him together with them. 
v. We love him, we ſerve him, we bleſs him, 
5; Ws humbly; and as thankfully, as we can; 
„ea in all things we would be giving of 
of thanks to his holy name. O for more 
love, more thankfulneſs, more devotedneſs 
„o our precious Lord Jeſus Chriſt. This 
it _ daily prayer, and our conſtant pur- 
IS, Bleſſed and eternal Spirit purify our 
be ml by faith, and increafe in them a 
or enſe of Rid wondrous love to us, that we 
i ray be growing in love to him, until he 
7 wach er admit us into his pre- 
11 2104 D ehe, 
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ſence, and give us to thank him with ne- 
ver ceaſing ſongs of prajle. 

In another place the apoſtle treats of 
the ſame ſubject, only varies the exprel- 
ſion. a, little. He recommends ſinging 
of. pſalms to the Coloſſians, as an, ordi- 
dinance of God for increaſing the graces 
of his people Let the word of Chriſt 
dwell in you richly in all wiſdom, 
9 teaching and admoniſhing one another 
in pſalms and hymns. and ſpiritual 
« ſongs, ſinging with grace in your 
« hearts to the Lord: And whatſoever 
ye do in word or deed, do all in the 
* name of the Lord Jeſus, giving thanks 
<« to God and the Father by him.” The 
Coloſſians, had put on the new man, and 
the apoſtle exhorts them to put on the 
ornaments. and endowments peculiar to 
their new nature, and he mentions ſeveral 
of them: In which he would have them 
to be growing daily : And he propoſes to 
them the word of God, as the beſt means 
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for this purpoſe, He would have it trea- 


ſured up in their hearts, and inwardly 
digeſted “ dwelling richly in them in all 
* wiſdom” for knowlege and practice. 
He includes both: Becauſe this wiſdom 
was for edification they were to teach 
and to admoniſn one another. What each 


had learnt out of the ſcriptures was to be 
of 
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of public benefit to the church, And 
the way of doing this 1s particularly men- 
tioned They were to ſing together with 
grace in their hearts. All is diſcord with- 
in, until we are taught by grace, free 
elfectual grace. But when we believe the 
doctrines of grace, then harmony comes 
in, and we learn to aſcribe every good to 
the mere mercy of God. We receive his 
bleſſings, and he receives all the praiſe of 
them. Then grace is in the heart: It is 
there not only to reconcile the ſinner to 
the way of ſalvation by faith alone, but 
alſo to make him in love with it, and to 
keep him willing to praiſe God for it with 
his lips and life. O how good a thing is 
it, that the heart be thus eſtabliſhed with 
grace! For then the affections will be fixt 
upon the right object, and che whole ſoul 
will be in harmony with the truth as it is 
in Jeſus. Free grace doctrines felt in their 
power in the heart make heavenly melody. 
Every faculty is in tune, and inclined to 
bear its part in bleſſing the name of the 
Lord. The underſtanding ſees it right, 
the wil! chooſes, the heart loves to give 
him all the praiſe, and the mouth joins to 
glorify him with joyful lips, ſinging unto 
the Lord — The God-man— Immanuel is 
the ſubject of this happy ſong. He is the 
God of all grace. It 1s a joyful and plea- 
2 ſant 
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fant thing to be thanking him for it: Yea, 
it is a foretaſt of the ſaints fulneſs of joy. 
The truly humble believer, ſeeing the ex. 
ceeding riches of grace, gladly Joins his 
Elder brethren round the throne in prail- 
ing the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. And when 
the temple of God ſhall be complete, and 
the; laſt belieyer joined to the ſpiritual 
building, then the 1 ſhall be 
brought forth with ſhouting — grace — 
grace unto 33 be ton ree. grace tor 
ever and ever. * 84 
Jo the fame RAE 15 "apolile Jang 
ch. v. 13. teaching believers how to be 
have in every ſtate directs them, Is ah 
among you- afflicted ? let him pray. ; 
*$ any; merry? let him ſing ptalms,” A 
fiction! ſhould- ſend him to. Praxer, at 
grace to: bear it and to improye it n 
ſinging of pſalms to pre M e fu Jack 
rn Is any merry ? has IS a proper 
ſſonyghough northe only ſeaſon, raj 
is neceflary- at all mes, thoug i be me 
Hoadful ae And s 
im dat ionly needful, when we are reit eng 
im order: that our Joy may el in 
Lord, but ſometimes ſinging will beget 
ſpirituall joy, and will, awaken, it. in the 
aflifted heart. Paul and Silas. were in 
gitet.routward- diltreſs, yet they. ſang 3 4 
palm in priſon, . T he apoſtles 5 an 
ymn 
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| hymn after the ſacrament, although they 
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knew their Lord was going to ſuffer,” and 
they were greatly tro! led. Ia that for- 
rowful hour they ſang. Singing is always 
ſeaſonable, Gab epd y when the heart 
is happy, „ Is any among you merry? 
« Let bith ſing pſalms. * Toke in a good 
frame of Wine, rejoicing in the bounty of 
God, either for temporal or er | 
mercies ? Let him ſing pſalms to the pr 
and glory of his benefactor » This is ra 
proper expreſſion of gratitude for favors 
received, and will be the means of tecuring 
them : For ſince his happineſs comes from 
a good God, and ariſes from communion 
with God in Chriſt, it is fit and meet, 
that he ſhould aſcribe it to the right ob- 
po and in a way of God's own appoint- 
A divine hymn upon the ſubject of 
— (of which there are many) ſu 
with heart- felt thankfulneſs is a i 
ſervice, The Lord requires VS gan ac- 
knowlegement, and it becometh well the 
juſt to be thankful—yea he has vouch- 
ſafed to reveal the very words; in which 
he requires it to be paid him: And when 
all within us bleſſes his holy name, re- 
jicing in the Lord, he would have the 
outward. man to join, and to declare with 
the melody of his lips, how happy he is 
in his heart. Thus in ſinging the praiſes 
D bathe of 
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of our God we ſhall find freſh reaſon to 
Praiſe him. He will certainly meet us in 
his own means, and- bleſs us in his own 
ways. We ſhall not wait upon him in 
vain. The means of his appointing can- 
not fail of anſwering the end. He has 
promiſed to put honor upon his own ap- 
pointments, and his word cannot be broken. 
The joyful chriſtian is commanded to ſing 
the praiſes of his God, and his heart ſhall 
be thereby kept in holy | Joy, yea it ſhall 
be increaſed, His joy ſhall abound : And 
when believers ſing, as they are command- 
ed, with one another, it ſhall tend to their 
mutual edification. It ſhall ftir them up 
to greater thankfulneſs, and excite warm- 
er affection to the God of their ſalvation, 
Singing plalms is a church-ordinance, and 
as ſuch it is bleſſed. The Lord will not 
forſake the aſſembly of his ſaints. When 
they are met together to praiſe him, he 
will be in the midſt of them, and will 
manifeſt his acceptance, both of their per- 
ſons and ſervices. This will make their 
attendance upon him delightful. When 
— lifrs up the light of his countenance 
upon them, how can they help ſinging 
| * at they feel? Now they experience he 
has bought them with his blood, and ſaved 
them from hell, has wrought out their 
NOS, and will give them his 
heaven, 
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heaven, it becometh them well to praife 
him, and to rejoice in his holy name. 
He has made them bleſſed at preſent, and 
they ſhall be bleſſed for evermore. Their 
bleſſedneſs comes from a never failing 
ſpring.” They are the one true church, 
of which it is ſaid “ Joy and gladnefs 
« ſhall be found therein, thankſgiving and 
the voice of melody.” Singing is their 


heaven in the church triumphant. | They 


have the fulneſs of joy from God and the 


lamb, and they acknowlege it with hum- 


ble adoration, and a grateful ſong of never 
ending Praiſe. The innumerable com- 
pany of the redeemed will find their heaven 
of heavens in enjoying communion with 
the holy Trinity, and in ſinging the glories 
of that mercy, which is from everlaſting 
to everlaſting. | | 2 
Tn this paſſage the apoſtle James ſup- 
poſes, chat joy and ſinging agree well to- 
gether, So they do. They depend oa 
one Andther as the cauſe and the effect. 
The melody of the heart breaks out, and 
expreſſes itfelf with the melody of the 
mouth. A heart made ſenſible of God's 
love in Chriſt has the greateſt reaſpn to 
rgoice, and” will be ready to ſhew it in 
every Way of "God's appointment, parti. 
cularly in finging the praiſes of his won- 
drous love. Does the prophet happy in 
D424. his 
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fi ſoul declare? My mouth ſhall praiſe 

* thee with joyful nps true chriſtians 

can gladly join him. They have return- 

ed to God in faith, and have found re- 

| demption through the blood of the lamb. 
| They know in whom they have believed, 
| and are ſatisfied of the Father's love to 
them in his dear ſon. Now they can de- 

light in God. It is their privilege to re. 

jolce in him, as their God: Lea it is their 

bounden duty (he calls upon them) to 

Expreſs their ſenſs of his goodnefs in ſongs 

of praiſe⸗ This 3j joy in God is one of the 

2 chief in grecients in pſalm ſinging. The 
| heart 2 — make pleaſant melody, un- 
lefs Joy. Be there! For the Lord God has 
| an unalienable right to the ſervice of the 
. Whole man; but we never acknowlege it, 
| Until We becötne his children through 
| Hadith in Chriſt Jeſus; in whom we have 
free acceſs unto the Father. Then per- 
| ſuaded bf his precious love to us, we love 
'B kim again, and in chänkfulneſs give up 
ourſelves with all we have and are to his 
Aer vice and glory. From hence ariſes our 
in God. and every expteſſion of it; 
ich were required of all men by the 
125 law, but are only fulfilled by thoſe, 
who have the faith of the goſpel. An 
unpardoned ſinner cannot poſſibly rejoice 
in God: Becauſe chis 14 joy is a fru 
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ſuitable? How. proper is.it/in,a-congr 
tion of believers to dall upon one ag 
to join am the: praiſes of the common 
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of the Spirit, and is the conſequence of be- 
living. Thus David“ The Lord is 
my ſtrength. and my ſhield, my heart 
truſted in him, and. I am helped, 5 
«FORE my heart greatly rejoiceth 
«with my ſong will 1 praiſe him.“ Ws 
the prophet had experienced himſelf, the 
fame he wiſhes for others Let all thoſe 
that put their truſt in thee rejoice, let 
them ever ſhout for joy, becauſe thou 
defendeſt them: Let them alſo that 
« love thy name tab ele in thee.”? — 
when & company of theſe, happy pepp 
meet together, it is the delight of their 
hearts to join in praiſes to their God, and 
Saviour. O come let us ſing: unto: the 
« Lord ; let us make a chearful noiſe to 
* the. rock of our ſalvation: Let us come 
before his preſence with thankſgiving, 
and make a joyful noiſe; unto 1155 
pfalms.“ With theſe wards we always 
begin-the reading of the ſcriptures. 1 in ur 
church ſervice. And what could be more 


viour that we may ſtrengthen 5 mutual 


joy in him. All true joy comes from him, 5 


and every aehnowlegement of it image 
and outwatd is therefore. required, in order 
to 3 and to. increaſe our rejoicing: 
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in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. He deſerves 
all our joy—the lovelineſs of Immanuel 
his love to us the bleſſings of his love 
how many —how great—how laſting 
theſe ſhould encourage us to be glad in 
him now with great joy. But the well. 
grounded proſpect, which hope has, of 
finding in him infinite and everlaſting 
bleſſings, ſhould lead us to rejoice in him 
with joy unſpeakable and full of glory. 
This proſpect has brightened the darkeſt 
day: It has enabled ſufferers greatly to 
rejoice, when in heavineſs through mani- 
fold temptations : It has ſupported them 
under every fiery trial. Nothing could 
extinguiſh, the joy. It has lived, and 
triumphed in the martyr's breaſt, even in 
the agonies of the moſt painful death. 
Faith reads, and with hope looks out for 
(and it is a hope that will never be aſnamed) 
the accompliſhment of this faithful pro- 
miſe The ranſomed of the Lord ſnall 
return and come to Sion with ſongs, 
and everlaſting joy upon their heads, 
they ſhall obtain joy and gladneſs, and 
4 ſorrow and ſighing ſhall flee away.” 
Doſt thou find, O my ſoul, any of this 
holy joy? Canſt thou ſing pſalms with 
the underſtanding, with the heart, and 
with gladneſs in thy heart, rejoicing in the 
Lord? Canſt thou give thanks always 0 
„ a 
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all things unto God and the Father in 
the name of our Lord Jeſus Chrift ? This 
is the privilege of every true believer. 
Being faved from fin and hell, made an 
heir of God and a joint heir with Chriſt, 
he has an intereſt in all things: For they 
ate all working together under God for 
his preſent and eternal good. While he 
lives by faith,” he knows it, and has the 
comfort of it. His heart is kept in tune, 
and whatever befalls him, he has reaſon 
to rejoice in the Lord his God. — 

Thus the Lord would have his people 
to rejoice in him always. It is not only 
true in theory, that they may, but it is 
alſo true in practice, if the outward walk 
be in concord with the doctrine of the 
pſalms. This is another eſſential part of 


pfalm finging. The believer ſhould live 


as he lings. His life fold be in har⸗ 
mony With his Primciples. ff He fets the 
truth as it is in Jefus, ahd loves Tt, "and 
rejoices in it, the effect of all this will 
certainly be outward and viſible. The 


inward melody will be expteſſed itt his 


tempers and behaviour! There will be 
a conſiſtency throughout. As he lives, 
fo he will walk, by the faith of the Son 
of God. Practice and principle will ſweet- 
— woke The fame ſound that comes 
from his lips comes alſo from his ** 
___ an 
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and his whole life will be an uniſon. His 
actions ſing, his tempers are in harmony, 
his behaviour makes up the chorus, a. 
broad and at home, the muſic of his heart 
and life gives one certain note Jeſus is 
mine ALEL—I live in him on him— to 
him 1 would have all within me to 
praiſe him, and all without me to. ſhew 
forth his praiſes—bleſſings on him for 
ever 27 ever, Amen. 

If a 1 life be not chus conſiſtent 
160 his 0 inging,. he mocks God, he de- 
ceives Lana and. hen gives the 


lie to his © la doch 8. Actions axe ſurer 
exvidenges, Dh 95 For they diſco- 
ver the eitel d and laſt, purpoſe of 


the mind. They ſhew not only what a 
| man talks of,. 7 ge he is determined 
to live 1. 6 he true character cannot 
be known, at fro m them. God only 
ſees the OR W know what is in it, 
by what comes gut of it. We judge of 
the fountain from the ſtream. If the 
words a works | be evil, ſo is the heart: 
For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, 
murders, . ulteries, fornications, &c. 
theſe are clear facts to judge by. It 
ſuch a man was to ſing with a voice like 
an angel, it is a voice and nothing more. 
His actions prove it to be mere air and 
empty ſound: Lea, they dene 
that 
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that luis heart is in perfect diſcord with 
God. He ſays one thing, and does the 
contrary: © He ſeems. to praiſe God, as if 
he was happy in his love, but he'cleaves 
to the world and ſeeks his happineſs in it. 
He ſings—“ Whom have I in heaven 
but thee,” yet ſhews his ſupreme joy 1s. 
in the earth. How can any thing, that 
ſuch a man ſings be an acceptable ſervice, 
while his heart and life are in direct op- 
poſition to the holy will of God? A Jew 
can ſing, a Turk can join in concert with 
him, an infidel may play well upon an 
inſtrument; a company of Jews, Turks, 
and infidels may Drs the fineſt piece 
of muſic and with the moſt harmonious. 
ſounds. They may go through the ora- 
torio of the Meſſiah without one diſcord. 
But here is no melody to the Lord. 
They have no deſign to ſhew forth the 
praiſes of Immanuel: And what ig not 
done in faith, and to his glory is. ſins, 
Their muſic is as hateful to him, as any 
of their other vices: For SELF is the: 
burden of their ſong. They ſing to pate 
themſelves, and to pleaſe God is not in 
all their thoughts. O conſider this, ye: 
that come to church, and join in ſinging 
the pſalms. Is it with you an ordinance 
of God ?. Do you look upon it, as fuch, 
and 8 it . ? Does your underſtand- 
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ing go with the pſalm, and your heart 
enter into it? Is it the joy of your heart ? 
Do you fing rejoicing in God? And do 
you find him your one ſupreme bleſſedneſs 
all the day long? So that your life is a 
continued ſong of praiſe, and every action 
of it, being ſubject to his holy will, pre- 
ſerves the harmony, and keeps up the 
heavenly joy. Is it thus indeed? Who 
is like unto you, O people ſaved by the 
Lord. May nothing cauſe diſcord be- 
tween you any more: But may increaſing 
faith witneſs with growing comfort that 
you are one with God, and he is one with 
you. Look to Jeſus: Let your eyes be 
fixt upon him, expecting all out of his 
fulneſs. Keep cloſe to him. Thus you 
ſhall £0 on your way rejoicing 3 and ſoon 
you ſhall ſee him face to face, and your 
Joy ſhall be fulll. 

If all theſe things be put together, then 
we learn that ſinging pſalms is an ordinance 
of God, and one of the means of grace, 
inſtituted for the exerciſe and for the im- 
provement of grace. It is commanded with 
a-promile, and the promiſe is made good to 
this very day, as thouſands of living wit- 
neſſes can teſtify. When they have met 
together, underſtanding the ſubje& of 

the pſalm, and ſinging it with melody in 
their hearts, then the Lord has 1 
| ther 
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their praiſes, and increaſed their joy in 
him. They have found their affections 
drawn nearer to him, and he has warmed 
them with a ſweet ſenſe of his love. And 
this has not been a tranſient viſit. It 
did not ceaſe when they had done ſing- 
ing; but the harmony was preſerved in 
a well ordered walk, directed by the faith 
of the Son of God. They lived their 
ſongs. Peace and love dwelt in their 
hearts, and m joy abounded in tHe 
Lord. 

But. here is this fort of: aeg in 
what place, or among what people? Who 
are they that find thoſe heavenly affections 
exerciſed in it, and thoſe happy effects 
from it? It is much to be lamented, that 


all ſinging of pſalms at preſent is not upon 


the right plan, and does not anſwer the 
end of its inſtitution. I ſpeak not of the 
contempt, with which it is treated by the 
age, of of the neglect of it by many 
profeſſors, but of the prevailing abuſes 
of it among them, who would be thought 
altogether Chriſtzans. 
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of notice, they are ſuch fmall matters; 
but I Think there is nothing little in di- 
vine Worſhip. The majeſty of God enno- 
bles, and ekalts every part ef it. He 
has commanded us to ling pfalms, and 
whatever he has been pleaſed to com- 
mand, has his authority to enforce it: 
And whatever he has engaged to bleſs, 
has his Lo to . the means of 

bleſſing. In keeping of it there is at 
8 5 great reward. His nce will 

when it is rightly performed. 

and hie N render it effectual. He will 
Rake — 9 he will witneſs his 
acceptance of the praiſes of his 
Tieren Aer "the Yhatings” — 
ſhould be Wale decently” and in order. 
We ſhould always ſing with a reverence, 
becoming the greatneſs and goodneſs of 
our God, in ſuch a mantier as may beſt 
expreſs our happineſs in his love, and 
as may tend moſt to mutual edification. 
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If theſe things be confidered, it will 
not be thought an indifferent matter, 
whether the pſalms be ſung at all, or 
how they be ſung — whether with, or 
without any heart devotion, Wi with or. 
without any melody of the voice—whether 
every believer in the congregation ſhould 
ſing, or no—whether ſinging ſhould be a 
trial; of Kill, who a ee 
ther the poſture ſhould not be expreſſi ve 
as well; as, the voice — whether {uizable © 
— :the- plalms ſhould be Er | 
er the perſ@n,who gives them out ſho 
be —— them, often without any 
judgment whether grace ſhould. be ex; 
ereiſed in ſinging, or not— whether W We 
ſhould ſing in 2 9250 £0 . ens 
note whether we ſhou ing. for amuſe- 
ment, or: for the —_ God. It is 
not a-trifling matter h] Ou. determine 
thoſe. points: They enter — into an 
1 part of religious worſhip, yea 
into a very 1 one in which 
we pay the nobleſt ſervice we can upon 
earth, and indeed the neareſt we , can 
come ta the ſervice of ſaints and angels. 
How then can it be an indifferent thing, 
whether a believer ſings pſalms, or not, 
or whether or no he ſings them with me- 
lody in his heart unto the Lord? Certain- 
ly if he would pleaſe God in ſinging, he 
ſhould 
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ſhould attend to the ſcripture rules before 
laid down for directing his conduct, which 
compared with the analogy of faith wil 
regulate every thing relating to the divine 
ordinance of pſalm ſinging. - 

One great abuſe is the general ignorance 
of the ſubject of the book of pfalms. No 
portion of God's word is leſs known : 
Many in our congregation very ſeldom 
underſtand what they are ſinging. They 
have not Chriſt in their eye, nor his glory 
in theit view: Although the deſign of al 
thoſe hymns is to deſcribe the love of God 
to ſinners in Chriſt Jeſus. Phey all treat 
of him in ſome view or other: For there 
are many extenſive, and all very glorious 
views, in which his perſon, offices, Works 
and ways may be conſidered. Some treat 
of his high pratſes as God man; deſcribing 
his perſon, as the infinite treaſury of grace 
and glory. Some eclebrate the matchſeſs 
deeds of his life, as the Lord out righ- 
teouſnels, - and the complete atonement 
made for fin by the ſacrifice of himſelf. 
Others in language and fentiments truly 
ſubhme ſing the endleſs victories of his 
reſurrection, and the prevailing efficacy 
of his interceſſion. Several of them treat 
of his moſt bleſſed government, when he 
fets up his throne in the hearts of His will- 
ing people, and faves them from ſin, aa 
death, 
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death, and every enemy: While others 
foretell the great day of the Lord, when 
he will come to judge all fleſh, will take 
his redeemed home, and the "whole hea- 
ven ſhall be filled with his glory. Be- 
ſides, the pſalms treat of this wonderful 
perſon, not only from the beginning of 
time, but alſo from the ages of etenity: 
They dliſeover the - undertakings of his 
love before:all worlds in the covenant of 
the Trinity—his fulfilling the covenant 
engagements in time — and his beſtowing 
covenant- bleſſings from henceforth and 
for ever. What an extenſive view do 
they give us of the loving kindneſs of 
Immanuel, reaching from everlaſting to 
everlaſting ! And in all theſe reſpects he 
plalms are of ineſtimable value with be- 
lievers: For their uſe the holy Spirit has 
recorded them; and herein they learn, 
what ſentiments they are to form of God 
the Saviour, with what gratitude they 
ſhould ſpeak of him, and with what holy 
joy they ſhould fing the triumphs of re- 
deeming love. The pſalms were fitted 
for this purpoſe by infinite wiſdom: For 
holy men of God ſpake them as they were 
moved by the choly Ghoſt: And they are 
bleſſed for this purpoſe, when with the 
apoſtle any one can ſay, I will ling 
I ce wit 
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* With. the Spirit, and I will. ſing with 
the underſtanding alſo.” “ 
In order to remedy this great evil, I 
have prefixed the ſubject. of every pſalm 
in this collection, that the congregation 
might have a key to the true — 8 and 
each might know, what particular grace 
was to de exerciſed in ſinging it. This 
will help ſomewhat to · keep up harmony 
in the underſtanding. But it will not 
be without ſome diſcord, until the ſub- 
ject treated of in the book of pſalms be 
made very plain, and their application to 
Jeſus Chriſt be well ſettled. For this 
end I have finiſhed, ſome years ago a 
tranſlation of the pſalms, with a treatiſe 
upon their uſe and deſign ; It was com- 
puted to make two large volumes in oc- 
tavo, entitled, An eſſay towards a new 
tranſlation of the bible—In which 1 have 
been engaged, as opportunity has offered, 
above thirty years; but I ſhould have 
publiſhed nothing. more of it in my lite 
time, than this eſſay, in which the tranſla- 
tion of the book of pſalms would have 
been given as a ſpecimen of the work. 
It has laid by me ſo long, that I am not 
very ſanguine about the publication. Yet 
if this little tract ſhould be favorably re- 
ceived, and God ſhould be 1 
make 
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make it uſeful”: If ſome 9 ſhopld 
afford me leiſure to reviſe papers, of 
which 1-have no proſpect at preſent, and 


if they ſhould then appear ta rhe likely to 
promote the honor of God, And The Hood 


of his church, "I thould think it 1 


to let my light mine before men. Let in 
this, and in every thing elſe; T do carteſtly 
pay Not K aa Lord, bur thine be 
done. 

"Another yery great able artes oft 
nor kreatiug pfalm ſinging as becometh'a 
divihe 6rdinanice.” There ſhould be great 
reſpect Paid to what God has appointed, 
anck in the wſe of which he has of git 
to meet and to bleſs his people. We 
commonl call thoſe the means o Brace, to 
which Zee is promiſed, an- by which 
grate | received, and through MING it 1 is 
na in the heart. Singing of pſalms 
is U oubtedly, one of thofe means, but it 
0 7 1 us very much neglected, and 

"UE 15 425 is done il to ifreverent © a 

aft Miez, r thee, ce of its inſtſtbtion s 
ng” loa, "GM. 15 Has been a already. 
A hjoIned „And enforced it by. 


1 ands.” He has' alſo ame Check 


the Eleaf TE them, namely, that Ghent. 
ever we find ourſelves happy in him, he 
would have our joy to flow out this way. 
And what more proper and ſignificant? 


Singing 
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Singing is only expreſſing outwardly the 
melody of the heart: And God has re- 
quired it of us, as a uſt ſervice of praiſe, 
He has furniſhed us both with matter and 
words. He has given us a divine collec- 
tion of moſt perfect hymns. And when 
we uſe them in humble faith, God will 
render them the means of exciting, of pre- 
ſerving, and of increaſing our holy joy: 
For the promiſe is“ The meek alſo 
* ſhall increaſe their joy in the Lord, and 
the poor among men ſhall rejoice in the 
„ holy one of Iſrael.“ 

This promiſe has been made good in 
all ages. The bleſſing has come in the 
uſe of means. The church of Chriſt in 
praiſing. him has found freſh reaſon to 
praiſe him. While its happy members 
have been ſinging together, he has vouch- 
ſafed to them his gracious preſence, and 
has given them ſweet communications of 
his heavenly love. They have ſung till 
their hearts burnt within them, inflamed 
with a ſenſe of his goodneſs. Then they 
had delightful experience of the pſalmiſt's 
words—*< Praile ye the Lord; for it is a 
good thing to give thanks unto the 
Lord, and to ſing praiſes unto thy name, 
O moſt high: For it is pleaſant and 
praiſe is comely.” | 
| Reader, 
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Reader, doſt thou find it ſo? Is it a 
pleaſure to thee to ſing pſalms? Doſt thou 
ling them, as an ordinance? Doſt thou in 
faith expect a bleſſing upon thy ſinging ? 
And is it indeed tothee the means of grace? 
If it be, uſe them more, and thou wilt find 
an increaſing bleſſing : If it be not, con- 
der well what has been ſaid—repent of 
thine abuſe of this precious ordinance— 
and pray for grace to obſerve it to the 
honor of God, to the edification of others, 
and to the profit of thine own ſoul: The 
| Lord give thee, a right underſtanding 1 in 
this matter. 
The neglect of it as an ordinance has 
led many people entirely to neglect it. I 
have ſcarce ever ſeen a congregation, in 
which every one joined in ſinging. This 
is a very great abuſe: Becauſe it is defeat- 
ing the end of God's inſtitution. He 
commanded pſalms to be ſung for mutual 
edification. It was to be the ſervice of 
the whole church. All were to join ; 
whereas among us it is performed by ſome 
few, and they are ſometimes ſet by them- 
ſelves in a ſinging gallery, or in a corner 
e WW of the church, where they ſing to be ad- 
, mired for their fine voices, and others hear 
d them for their entertainment. This is a 
vile proſtitution of church muſic, and 
contrary 
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oontrary to the letter and ſpirit both of the 

old teſtament and alfo of the new. | 
The firſt ſacted hymn upon record was 

ſung,by Moſes; and the children of Iſrael, 

in ieh Miriam, and all the women join- 


ed, and ſang the chorus. The ſecond 


hymn mentioned is ſaid to be ſung by the 
people of Iſrael without any diſtinction. 
When the ark was brought up to the city 
of David, he and all Iſrael played before 
1 With all their might, and with ſing- 
Moſt likely they ſang the Ixvilith 
path accompanied with harps, and pfal- 
reries, and with timbrels, and with cym- 
bals, and with trumpets. David frequently 
ſpeaks of ſinging plalms, as an ordinance 
in which every one ſhould bear his part, 
that God might be glorified, and all might 
be edified—* Make a joyful noiſe unto 
« God, all ye lands; ſing forth the honor 
« of his name, make his praiſe glorious, 
« All the earth ſhall worſhip thee, and 
** ſhall ſing unto thee, they ſhall ſing unto 
ce thy riame. O let the nations be glad, 
« and ſing for joy, ſing unto God, ye 


« kingdoms of the earth: O ſing praiſes 


« unto the Lord.“ The ſweet finger of 
Iſrael chooſes this for his ſubject “ All 
« thy works. ſhall praiſe thee, O Lord, 
« and thy ſaints ſhall bleſs thee” ——and 
he purfues it through the cxlviiith . 

e 
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He begins with Hallelujah, and intending 
to have a full chorus to join him in aſcrib- 
ing all glory to God in the higheſt, he 
calls upon the holy angels and W. 
hoſts to aſſiſt; then he addreſſes himſelf to 
the active powers in nature, which praiſe 
| God by doing his will and obeying his de- 
cree; afterwards he calls upon the earth 
with every thing in it, and on it, animate, 
and inanimate: For theſe fulfill his com- 
mandments, and keep his laws, and ſo 
[praiſe him: At laſt he comes to mankind, 
and requires high and low, kings and all 
people, princes and all judges of the earth, 
both young men, and maidens, old men 


© Wand children, to join with him in praiſing 
che name of the Lord: For his name 
ht Walone is excellent, his glory 1s above the 
o earth and heaven: He alſo exalteth the 
Or 


power of his people, the praiſe of all his 
aints,” even of the children of. Iſrael, a 


nd deople near unto him. Hallelujah. 
a0 This was the ſtate of the caſe in the old 
ad, eſtament. We know from prophane 


„ Witory, that the firſt Chriſtians in all their 
Meetings uſed to ſing the praiſes of Jeſus.. 


r . heir God. They would not fit down to 
Al eat, or riſe up without a yſalm, Jerom 
Ord; 


ys, you might have he ed the plough- 
en and reapers in the fields ſinging 


ams: Yea ſeveral of them could repeat 
He . E the 


l 
the whole book in Hebrew. Church 
hiſtory relates many particulars upon this 
ſubject. But the divine record 1s deciſive, 
It contains directions how to ſing in the 
congregation: They were to ſpeak, not 
inwardly, but to themſelves, one to another, 
that they might be heard, and the pſalms 
which they ſung might tend to each others 
benefit. In another place the apoſtle 
commands believers to teach and admonih 
one another in pſalms and hymns, recom- 
mending ſuch ſinging as would edify the 
congregation. | 

Conlider thoſe authorities, ye that have 
lighted this ordinance. Has it been the 
uniform practice of the church of God in 
all ages to join in ſinging his praiſes? Was 
it by his expreſs command ? Has he given 
us a collection of hymns, the very words 
which we are to ſing? Has he promiſed 
to accept. our thanks and praiſes, and 
while believers have been offering them 
with grateful hearts, has he conſtantly 
made them the means of increaſing their 
joy in the Lord? Was it for the benciit 
of others, that the church might receive 
edifying, and that each, might , bear his 
part by ſtirring up and exciting thank- 
fulneſs in one another? O do not then 
neglect ſuch a bleſſed ordinance : But ra- 
ther pray the Lord, to enable you to re- 
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joice with them that rejoice, to ſing with 


them that ſing. Have you not mercies 


to aſk ? Why then will you not join the 
church in aſking? Have you not mercies 
out of number to thank God for? Why 
then will you not take your part in praiſ- 
ing him for his goodnefs? Why will you 
rob yourſelf of the pleaſure of doing it? 
Why will you not profit your neighbor ? 
And why will you not give God the glory 
due unto his holy name? Be aſſured it be- 
cometh you well to be thankful at all 
times and in all places, eſpecially in the 
great congregation. May- you have your 
ſhare in the ſervice, and your ſhare in the 
bleſſing promiſed to it. 
If you are convineed it is part of the 
public worſhip of God, in which you are 
required to Join, as much as in the prayers 
or in hearing the word, then take heed 
you join properly. You may ſing, and 
yet greatly abuſe this holy ordinance. 
There are many fingers in the church, 
who take no pains either to keep the 
time, or to follow the tune, and who 
thereby ſhew they think it of no conſe- 
quence, how the praiſes of the moſt high 
God are ſung. Solomon differed much 
from them. He thought it a great per- 
fection in praiſing God, that among the 
marx thouſands of voices and inſtruments, 
© E 2 which 
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which were ſounding, forth his praiſe at 
one time, there was not a ſingle diſcord 
to be heard. The. ſcripture has taken 
notice of it They all gave one ſound,” 
Why ſhould not we do the ſame ? Nay, 
is it not the practice of the people of the 
world? Will they ſuffer diſcords in any 
of their concerts? A public performer 
would only riſe in repute with them, as 
he plays or ſings well. Chriſtian, con- 
ſider this. Shall they for their mere 
amuſement ſtudy to have their muſic free 
from every thing offenſive to the ear? And 
ſhall not we. be, equally careful? More 
eſpecially as we ſing to the honor. of God 
and to the edifying of the brethren, We 
have a moſt noble ſubje&t—divine matter 
divine words: We ſing of one Lord 
with one faith O for harmony in ſome 
meaſure ſuitable! It is much to be wiſhed. 
I hope it will be attained, , Let me 
earneſtly recommend it to every one to 
{ing, and to all, who do ſing, to learn to 
ſing well; and till you do, endeayor to a- 
void anotheg matter of offence. 

There are many in our, congregations, 
who ſeem to think they ſing beſt, when 
they ſing loudeſt, You may ſee them 
often ſtrain themſelves with ſhouting, till 
their faces are as red as ſcarlet. The 
worſt ſingers commonly offend a ** 
i | a 
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A bad coarſe voice quite out of tune is 
to be heard above all, and will take the 
lead in the congregation: And whenever 
a number of ſuch meet together in their 
ſhouting. humor, they put all into con- 
fuſion. They diſorder thoſe, who would 
ling with feeling and affection. They 
drown the muſical voices of good ſingers. 
They offend the outward people. And 
they do no good to themſelves: So they 
entirely defeat the end of ſinging. If 
theſe lines ſhould fall into the hands of 
any, ho are ſenſible they have offended 
in this way, I would beg of them to re- 
form this abuſe. Examine your motive 
Why would you be uppermoſt in the 
congregation ? Is your voice the beſt ? 
Do you think fo? Aſk one, who is a 
judge ? Perhaps he may perſuade you, I 
with 1 could prevail with you, to ſing 
lower. Indeed if you once come to feel 
what you ſing, you will reform yourſelf, 
A great part of your ſinging will then be 
between God and your own ſoul ; you 
will try to keep up melody in your heart, 
and that will mend both your voice and 
judgment. However it will certainly put 
you upon trying to pleaſe both God and 
man in ſinging. oy 

There is another very great and com- 
mon abuſe, which conſiſts in the choice 
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df improper portions. The perſon, to 
whoſe judgment this is left, is not always 
one of the wiſeſt in the congregation, 
He may not underſtand the pſalms. He 
may miſapply and prophane them. It is 

not a rare thing for him to make them 

perſonal, and to apply the glorious things 

ſpoken of Chriſt to trifling pariſh buſineis, 

1 have heard the quarrels among neigh- 

bors ſung over on ſundays. The clerk 

has choſen” ſome paſſage, applicable en- 

tirely to the enemies of the Lord and his 

Chriſt, and has moſt groſſy perverted it. 

L The congregation had nothing to do with 
| the diſpute, and yet it was brought before 
thein, and they were called upon in an 

ordinance to intereſt themſelves in it. No 

doubt, this and ſuch like abuſes are a 
very / great inſult upon God's word and 
ordinance, and "ought to be reformed. 

The people ſhould underſtand the pſalm, 

which they are going to ſing, and ſhould 

be well acquainted with its relation to 

Jeſus: Chriſt. They are all required to 

join; and therefore ſuitable portions ſhould 

be choſen, in which all or the greateſt part 

of them are intereſted. . They ſhould ſing 

with one mind, and one heart, as well as 

in one tune: For which end the know- 

lege of the pſalm, and of whom and of 

what it "treats are abſolutely —— 

— 414k, | O 


E 
How can any one ſing aright unto the 
Lord with grace in his heart, unleſs he 
underſtands, whether the pſalm relates to 
praiſe or thankſgiving, to aſking mercies 
of God, or praiſing him for them, what 
grace was to be exerciſed in ſinging, faith 
or hope, or love, and what bleſſing was 
to be expected from it? Theſe things 
ſhould be well known, that ſinging may 
be a reaſonable ſervice, and the means of 
grace. And to render it ſuch I have col- 
lected portions ſuitable to moſt caſes of a 
chriſtian's experience, and have alſo pre- 
fixed the ſubject of each. I have alſo di- 
rected the believer with what frame of 
mind to ſing, and what benefit to look 
for from the word of promiſe in ſinging. 
| with the attempt may help to make the 
ordinance better obſerved, and then I am 
ſure it will be more bleſſed: 

There is another thing relating to the 
pſalms, I cannot call it an abuſe: For it 
is a total neglect of them. They are 
quite rejected in many congregations, as 
if there were no ſuch hymns giwen by in- 
ſpiration of God, and as if they were not 
left for the uſe of the church and to be 
ſung in the congregation. Human com- 
poſitions are preferred to divine. Man's 
poetry is exalted above the poetry of the 
holy Ghoſt. Is this right? The hymns, 
1 E 4 which 
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7 which he revealed for the uſe of the 
church, that we might have words ſuit. 
able to the praiſes of Immanuel, are quite 
ſet aſide: By which means the word of 
man has got a preference in the church 
above the word of God, yea ſo far as to 
exclude it entirely from public worſhip, 
It ĩs not difficult to account tor this ſtrange 
practice. Our people had Joſt: ſight of 
the meaning of the pſalms. They did not 
ſee their relation to Jeſus Chriſt. This 
happened when vital religion began to 


decay among us, more than a century ago. 


It was a gradual decay, and went on, till 
at laſt there was a general complaint a- 
gainſt Sternhold and Hopkins. Their 
tranſlation was treated, as poor flat ſtuff, 
The wits ridiculed it. The prophane 
blaſphemed it. Good men did not de- 
fend it. Then it fell into ſuch contempt, 


that people were ready to receive any thing, 


in its room, which looked rational and 
was poetical. In this ſituation the hymnu- 
makers find the church, and they are 
ſuffered to thruſt out the pſalms to make 
way for their own compoſitions: of which 
= have ſupplied us with. a vaſt variety, 
collection upon collection, and in ule too, 
new hymns ſtarting up daily - appendix 
added to appendix ſung in many congre- 
aalen, yea admired 85 very . = 

eſſors 
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ſeſſors to ſach a degree that the pſalms 
are become quite obſolete; and the ſing- 
ing of them is now almoſt as deſpicable 
among the modern religious, as it was 
ſome time ago among the prophane. 

I know this is a ſorè place, and would 
touch it gently, as gently as I can with 
any hope of doing good. The value og 
poems above pſalms is become ſo great, 
and the ſinging of mens words, ſo as quite 
to caſt out the word of God, is become 16 
univerſal( except in the church ef England) 
that one ſcarce dare ſpeak upon the ſub- 
ject: Neither would I, having already 
met with contempt enough for preferring 
God's hymns: to man's hymns; if a higtr 
regard for God's moſt bleſſed word did 
not require me to bear my teſtimony, and 
if did not verily believe, that many real 
chriſtians have taken up this praftice 
5 without thinking of the evil of it, and 
when they come to conſider the matter 
carefully, they will rather thank me, than 
cenſure me for freedom of ſp eech. 
Let me obſerve then, that I blame nobody 
for ſinging human compoſitions. Ido not 
think it ſinful or unlawful, ſo the matter be 
ſcriptural. My complaint is againſt pre- 
ferring mens poems to the good word of 
God, and preferring them to ite:in- the 
church. I have no quarrel» with Dr; 
E 5 Watts, 
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Watts, or any living or dead verſifier. ! 
would not wiſh all their poems burnt, 
My concern is to ſee chriſtian congrega- 
tions ſhut out divinely inſpired pſalms, 
and take in Dr. Watts's flights of fancy; 
as if the words of a poet were better than 
the words of a prophet, or as if the wit 
of a man was to be preferred to the wil. 
dom of God. When the church is met 
together in one place the Lord God has 
made a proviſion for their ſongs of praile 
—a large collection, and great variety— 
and why ſhould not theſe be uſed in the 
church according to God's expreſs ap- 
pointment? I ſpeak not of private people, 9 
or of private ſinging; but of the church V 
in its public ſervice. Why ſhould the n 
n 
b 


proviſion which God has made be ſo far 
deſpiſed, as to become quite out of ulſc? 
Why ſhould Dr. Watts, or any hymn- t 
maker not only take the precedence of the \ 
holy Ghoſt, but alſo thruſt him entirely \ 
out of the church? Inſomuch that the ˖ 
rhymes of a man are now magnified above \ 
the word of God, even to the annihilating t 
of it in many congregations. If this be 1 
right, men and brethren, judge ye. Ex- f 
amine with candor the evidence, which | 
has determined my judgment, ſo far as it 
is concluſive may it determine EN : 
| ir | 
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Firſt, the pſalms are the word of God, 
with which no work of man's genius cars 
be compared. His attributes are manifeſt 
in every page, and prove the author to 
be divine. His infinite wiſdom ſhines 
throughout—his | goodneſs appears to be 
matchleſs—his truth in every tittle in- 
fallible—his power almighty to bleſs the 
hearing, reading, and ſinging of his word. 
None that truſted in it was ever aſhamed : 
For his faithfulneſs to it can never fail. 
The word of the Lord has been tried, and 
in very great difficulties, yea in ſeeming 
impoſſibilities, but it was always made 
good. In every trial he “ magnified his 
word above all his name,“ he made it the 
means of bringing glory to his name and 
nature, and every perfection in deity has 
been exalted by the faithfulneſs of God 
to his word. In this view of the pſalms, 
what is there to be put in competition 
with them? What man is like their au- 
thor? What poetry is to be compared 
with the pſalms of God ? Who can make 
the ſinging of any human verſes an ordi- 
nance, or give a bleſſing to them, fuch as 
is promiſed and is given to the ſinging of 
pſalms? For what reaſon then are 
ſet aſige in the church? Why are the 
words of man's genius preferred to the 
8 of inſpiration? Singing of pſalms 
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is commanded by divine authority, and 
commanded as a part of divine worſhip; 
not left to man's wiſdom, how to provide 
for it, but it is expreſly provided for in 
the good word of God. And is not great 
contempt put upon this infinitely wiſe 
proviſion, when it is quite diſuſed in the 
church, and man's word is preferred to 
it? What would you: think of them, who 
ſhould throw aſide all the ſcripture, and 
never read it at all in the congregation ? 
And js it not an offence of the like nature, 
totally to neglect a part, a chief part of 
it, which was recorded for the uſe of the 
church, and in which its members were 
to ſing the high praiſes of their God ? It 
is hereby treated as uſeleſs and good for 
nothing. A very groſs affront is put up- 
on the love and wiſdom, which revealed 
this divine collection of hymns, and the 
church is deprived of the bleſſing pro- 
miſed to the ſinging of them, whereby it 
is robbed of — its choiceſt treaſures. 
If any thing be ſacrilege this is. The 
pſalms are ſtolen out of the church, and 
thereby the members are deprived of the 
bleſſings promiſed to the ſinging of them: 
For God will not give you the end, if 
you neglect the means: Frequent are his 
commands in the old teſtament to ſing 
pſalms, and we have ſeveral in the _ 
. or 
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For inſtance, Let the word (not ſome- 
thing beſides it) but. the word of : Chriſt 
itſelt dwell: in you richly in all wiſdom, 
teaching and admoniſning one another in 
pſalms and hymns and ſpiritual ſongs 
theſe are not different things, but different 
names for the ſame collection of pfalms, 


as they treat of different ſubjects. Pſalms 


in praiſe of Immanuel, ſuch eſpecially ; as 
have Hallelujah at the beginning or end, 
are called hymns, and the pſalms which 
relate to the ſpiritual things of Chriſt and 
his kingdom, have the title of ſang ſer 
before them by the holy Spirit, ſuch as, 


7, 18, 30, 45, 46, 48, 68, 66, 67, 68, 


75,76, 83, 87, 88, 92, 108, from 120 
to 133. | Theſe hymns. and ſpiritual ſongs 
were part of the ſcripture, and part of the 
pſalms, ſcripture hymns and ſeripture 
ſongs; for the word of Chriſt in ſinging 
them was to dwell in them richly; not 
man's word, but Chriſt's, and when the 
apoſtle is ſpeaking of them altogether, he 
calls both the hymn and fpiritual ſong a 
pſalm. We render the word w- Neleg 


making melody, but it means finging the 


pſalm, and is as if he had ſaid—when 


| — — hymn to the praiſe of God, or 


a ſpiritual ſong to any ſpiritual purpoſe 


Ang the ꝑſalm ſo that one may teach and 
1 the other. It was a ſervice in 


which 
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which each is commanded to join, and 
each was to endeavor in it to profit the 
other. They were to try ſo to ſing with 
the melody of the heart to the Lord, as 
at the ſame time to conſult each other's 
profit, that while the Lord was glorified 
the church might receive edifying. Here 
is a full authority ſor the uſe of pſalms in 
the church, and a very clear direction 
how to ſing them, and as following this 
direction was the divine means of makin 


the word of Chriſt to- dwell richly 1 in be- 


lievers, how poorly mult it dwell in them, 
who ſlight and deſpiſe the command, 
yea ſo far as never to ſing any Pſalms at 
all? 

If any real chriſtian would attend to 
this reaſoning, how can he oppoſe it? 
Here is a collection of hymns appointed 
to be ſung; in the church by divine au- 
thority ; but the authority 1s deſpiſed, and 
the collection is thrown aſide. It comes 
from the inſpiration of the Almighty, but 
the church entirely refuſes to ule it; is 


not this doing deſpite unto the Spirit of 


grace? The collection is large and very 
particular in ſetting forth the praiſes of 
the adoreable Immanuel; is it not a groſs 
affront to him to ſmg none of his praiſes 
in the words which the holy Ghoſt teach- 
ny as if any praiſes were good enough 

tor 
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tions: Of the ſame thing 


1 


for him, or as if he could be praiſed bet- 
ter in the words, which mans wiſdom 
teacheth. Men and brethren, conſider 
whether this be not a very groſs affront 
to the word of God, to the Spirit of God, 

and to the Son of God. Conſider it well, 

and the Lord give you a right underſtand- 
ing in this matter, 

Secondly, The ſinging of mens poems in 
the church and ſetting aſide the pſalms 
given by inſpiration of God 1s contrary 
to the prophecies of the old teſtament, 
and is an attempt to defeat them. The 
deſcribe the ſtate of the goſpel church, 
and declare there ſhould be great joy and 
gladneſs found in it; particularly they 
mention ſinging of pſalms, as the outward 
expreſſion of their inward joy in the Lord. 
Thus we read 1 Chron. xvi. 23, 24. 
« Sing unto the Lord all the earth, ſhew 
« forth. from day to day his ſalvation : 
« Declare his glory among the heathen, 
his marvellous works among all the na- 

— the 
prophet Iſa. Ivi. 6, 7. Alſo, the ſons 
« of the ſtranger that; join themſelves to 
„the Lord to ſerve him, and to love the 
„ name of the Lord, to be his ſervants, 
even every one that keepeth the ſab- 


bath from polluting it, and taketh hold 


* of my COVEnant; even them will I 
« bring 


E 
* bring to my holy mountain, and make 
e them joyful in mine houſe of prayer; 
their burnt offerings and their ſacri- 
« ,fices ſhall be accepted upon mine altar: 

For mine houſe ſhall be called an houſe 
of prayer for all people.“ How this 
joy was to be expreſſed is mentioned in 
plalm xv. The prophet ſnews hom be- 
lievers ſhould ſtir up one another to re- 
joice in ſinging pſalms: And St. Paul 
ſays this was written of the new teſtament 
church. According to his explanation of 
the pſalm given in the 3d and 4th chap- 
ters of the Hebrews, tha holy Ghoſt here 
calls for the ſolemn worſhip ot our Saviour, 
and requires him to be praiſed withpſalms: 

He preſſes this duty together with public 
prayer, ver. 6, 7. and then demands obe- 
dient attention to the word of God, againſt 
which no man ſhould harden his heart 
through unbelief: From whence it appears, 
that praiſing God ſolemnly, with finging 
pfalms, with public prayer, and with hear- 
ing the word are ſtill the ordinances of 
Chriftz and are to continue to day, even 
while it is called to day, unto the end of 
the world. Theſe propheeies have been 
fulfilled. The bleſſed geſpel has brought 
joy and gladneſs into heathen lands, and 
this very day pſalms have been ſung and 
a vg offering of praiſe has been — 
ed. 
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ed unto the Lord, and it will be preſented 
unto him ſo long as there is a true church 
upon earth. What then ſhall we think of 
thoſe pretended reformers, Who have turn- 
ed the pſalins out of the church; and who 
are acting as if they would try to defeat 
theſe prophecies? I wiſh they may not be 
found ſighting againſt God: For they can- 
not ſtop their accompliſnment. His word 
cannot be broken. As long as the earth 
ſhall continue, pſalms ſhall be ſung in the 
church of Chriſt: In it there will always 
be found thankſgiving and the voice of 
melody, and theſe: will be expreſſed in 
God's own way, in the matter and words 
and form of God's own appointment. 

Conſider this, ye who believe the ſcrip- 
tures to be the — of God: If you abey 
from the heart the form of doctrine there- 
in delivered, you will begin to reaſon 
thus, yea methinks J hear one of you ſay 
Since God by his ſovereign grace has 
put a new ſong in my mouth, it adds to 
my joy, that he has revealed the very 
words in which he would have me to 
praiſe him. He has foretold that the goſ- 
pel ſnould be received among the heathen, 
and that it ſnould produce ſuch effects as 
now experience. Glory be to him, he 
has made me happy in Jeſus, and my hap- 
ou ls not only kept up, but l fad it. 


increaſes 
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increaſes by inging the infpired palms 
of the holy Ghoſt. = Whoever leaves of 
the ſinging of plalms, God forbid I ſhoull 
be of that N J hope never to att 
fo contrary to the honor of God and to 
the profit of mine own ſoul. 

Thirdly, Of the ſame ſentiments has 
been the church of Chrift in all ages: 
Which is a ſtrong argument in favor of 
pſalm ſinging. We know from very clear 
teſtimony, chat che pſalms were fung in 
the temple untillits final deſtruction. We 
are certain, that Chriſt made uſe of the 
pſalms. His apoſtles followed his ex- 
ample. The churches of Corinth, and 
Epheſus, and Colofs, made the ſinging of 
pfalms part of their public — e 
of the twelve tribes as were {ca 
broad being perſecuted for Chriſt's fake 
did ſing pſalms when they. were in an 
happy 5 Mao For they were commanded 
to do it by the apoſtle James; The 
church hiſtory affords abundant evidence 
of the uſe of the pſalms in every country 
converted to the faith, and of their being 
ſung in the church, as a part of public 
worſhip. This has been the caſe in every 
age without interruption. The primitive 
chriſtians ſung in all:theirchurch meetings. 
Euſebius ſays, in the ſecond century; they 
ſung pſalms in * of Chriſt and his 

deity. 
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deity. In the time of Juſtin Martyr in- 
ſtrumental muſic was aboliſhed, and he 
highly commends ſinging with the voice, 
becauſe ſays he, pſalms with organs and 
cymbals are fitter to pleaſe children, than 
to inſtruct the church. In the third century 
we read much of pſalm ſinging. Arius 
was complained of as a perverter of this 
ordinance. St. Auguſtine makes it an 
high critne in certain heretics, that they 
ſung hymns compoſed by human wit. 
The ſenſe, in which the church of Chriſt 
underſtood this ſubject, has been, till of 
late years, always one and uniform. Now 
we leave the antient beaten path. But 
why ? Have we found a better? How 
came we to be wiſer, than the prophets; 
than Chriſt,” than his apoſtles, and the 
primitive chriftians, yea than the whole 
church of God? They with one conſent 
have ſung pſ-lms in every age. Here 1 
leave the reader to his own reflections. 
There is one plain thference to be made 
from hence, none can eaſily miſtake it: 
May he ſee it in his judgment, and follow 
it in his practice. | 
Fourthly, Singing of pſalms in the 
church is an ordinance, commanded of 
God, prophecied of in the old teſtament, 
and hitherto fulfilled in the new. That 
plalm ſinging is one of the means of * 
| | as 
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has * ſhewn before. It is part of pub- 
lic worſhip, enjoined of God, and to 
which he has promiſed his bleſſing. Now 
when you lay aſide pſalms in the church, 
you at the ſame time caſt out the ordi- 
nance :/ For they are inſeparably one. The 
pſalm is the ordinance. Tour practice 
ſpeaks, as if you ſaid We will neglect 
the means of increaſing our joy in God: 
For we want no growing love to him, 
« nor freſh communications of his love 
to us.“ Surely this is the language of 
thoſe perſons, who live in the conſtant 
neglect of one of the divine ordinances. 
God appointed it in vain as to them. 
They make no more uſe of the ' plalms, 
than if there were no ſuch hymns in being, 
And-is not this oppoſing his authority? 
Is it not ungrateful to throw away his ap- 
| prone means, and to think you can pleaſe 

im better, with ſinging your own poetry, 
than his ?. Is it not 47 to yourſelves: 
For in ſeeking the promiſed bleſſing in the 
way of. wilkwoelkip, your certainly cannot 
find it. Becauſe. 1 

Fifthly, The bleſung is promiſed to the 
ordinance. * You cannot have the end 
without the means. The pſalms' were re- 
vealed, that we might in ſinging them, 
expreſs our joy in God, and thereby im- 


prave it. They were for the exerciſe of 
grace, 
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grace; and for the increaſe of grace; that 
we might ſing with grace in our hearts, 
and make one anothers hearts warmer by 
ſinging. The word is one of the means 
of grace: By hearing it faith cometh; by 
conſtant, hearing faith is eſtabliſned. If. 
the word was never heard, how could 
faith come? If the word be entirely neg- 
lected, how can faith grow ? Prayer is 
one of the means of grace: It is appoint- 
ed in order to keep up communion with 
God; and to bring down daily ſupplies of 
mercies from him: Could theſe be had 
without aſking ? Certainly they could not. 
Singing of pſalms is alſo one of the means 
of grace, how can the bleſſing promiſed 
to the means be received, if no pſalms be 
ſung? What ſort of a church would it 
be, in which the word was never read, 
nor prayers, nor ſinging of pſalms, nor 
any means of grace uſed? It could not be 
a church of Chriſt: Becauſe his preſence 
with, and his bleſſings to his people are 
promiſed to them in the uſe of the means. 
The bleſſing accompanies the ordinance, 
and is promiſed unto it; God has 
joined them together, and they muſt not 
be put aſunder. He will give 2 he 
does give honor to his own means. He 
makes them anſwer the end of their inſti- 
mution. When the palms are ſung in 


faith, 
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faith, they do rejoice the heart. The 
holy Spirit bleſſes the ſinging, and cauſcs 
mutual joy to abound, Which is 


Sixthly, Another reaſon for preferring 


divine pſalms to man's poems. The pſalms 
were for church ſervice. When the mem- 
bers met, we read of their ſinging toge- 
ther both in the old teſtament and in the 
new. It was their joint offering of praiſe. 
The pſalms were appointed to be ſung in 
the congregation, that one might admoniſh 
another, which we do, by joining with 
them, by making the word of Chriſt dwell 
more richly in them, and by exerciſing 
their graces with ours. Thus we ſhew 
our fellowſhip: in the goſpel. When we 
all ſing the ſame pſalm, it is as if the church 
had but one mouth to glorify God, And 
we never enjoy more of the preſence of 
God, than while we are thus praiſing him 
together with thankful hearts. The Lord, 
who inſtituted the ordinance, promiſed 
this bleſſing to it: But when his pſalms 
are thruſt out, and human compoſitions 
ſung in their room, what reaſon have the 
ſingers. to expect, that he will give his 
good Spirit to quicken their hearts, and to 
inflame their devotion? He did not pro- 
miſe mutual edification, but to the uſe of 
is own means. He would have believers 
to teach and to exhort one another, but it 

Was 
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was in ſinging his own, pfalms : And when 
they do, he has met them andi bleſſed them, 
and always will: But he has given no pro- 
miſe, to be -preſent, Whenever the church 
meet together in public to ſing: their own 
compoſitions, or to make them full of joy 
with the light of his countenance, When 
they have been doing deſpite to his Spirit, 
and putting diſhonor upon his word. 

Perhaps theſe ſentiments may ariſe from 
my great attachment to the word of God, 
witk which others may not be affected as 
I am: For 1 am. perſuaded it is not poſſi- 
ble for me. to ſet too high a value upon 
the holy; ſcriptures—as the revelation of 
the will of God, 1 want-words to expreſs 
my reſpect for 1 the revelation of 
his good will in Jeſus, I reverence them 


next to himſelf. What more precious 


What more delightful! They are indeed 
more precious than gold, yea than much 
fine gold: And the pſalms are ſweeter 


than honey, yea than the honey dropping 


from the comb. I find them ſo. They 
are my daily ſtudy and daily delight. I 
do not boaſt, but praiſe, The more I 
read, the more I admire; them. The de- 
ſcription of. Jeſus in them is ſweet : The 
meditation of him is ſweeter than all other 
ſweets. It often taſts ſo much of heaven, 
that it ſegms to me I cannot W 
= ſtowW- 
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ftow ſo much admiration upon the pſalms, 
as they deſerve. This is my ſettled 
judgment, confirmed by experience. 1 
cannot help taking particular notice of 
this, becauſe it fully confirms the argu- 
ments which have been before uſed. 
Experience demonſtrates, that God does 
bleſs the ſinging of pſalms in the church, and 
does not bleſs the inging of mens hymns, 
It is a melancholy matter of fact, that in 


many congregations there is no reading 


of God's word, no finging of God's word. 
It is almoſt laid aſide, even the great or- 
dinance of God for all ſaving purpoſes. 
And what has followed? Truly, what 
might be expected; yea what could not 
but follow. The holy Spirit has been 
grieved, and has withdrawn his powerful 


preſence. For want of which a deadneſs 


that may be felt is in ſuch places. Of 
this good men have complained to one 
another, and are humbled for it before 


God. They find public worſhip without 


power. Prayer is lifeleſs. Preaching is 
voice and nothing more. It may be the 
truth, but the hearers are apt to fall aſleep 
over it, and the preacher is no more ani- 
mated, than if he was telling an old ſtory. 
The channel of divine communication 1s 
quite ſtopt up: Hence Ichabod may be 
een and felt too upon ſuch congrega- 
de tions. 
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tions. Reader, if thou, art alive to God 
in thine own heart, thou knoweſt this to 
be true And how! does it affect thee? 
Certainlythau wilt join with me in begg⸗ 
ing of God $91 revive his, work —.— 
us, and go, put glory upon his ordin 

O chat the, Lord would return wi 155 
gracious preſence to his worſhipping peo- 
ple. May the holy Spirit lead. them to 
ſee their error in neglecting his eſtabliſhed, 
means of grace, eſpecially, his word read 
and ſung, And whenever he does this, 
and Wherever they put honor upon his 
word, there will he certainly put life, and 
power into the ordinances, and the con- 
gregations ſhall again experience, chat 
God is among them of a truth.,, 

And as God does not bleſs, the ſing ging 
of human compoſitions 3 in his church, ſo 
it is a certain matter of fact, that he does 
bleſs the ſinging of his own. $A, It 
the eyes of your underſtanding be opened, 
look around where, is the power of God 
moſt. to. be. found ?, Among whom is, he 
chiefly carrying on his work f, p where 
are 4 welicſt. congregations ,? If you 
know the. preſent ſtate. e of religion. in this 
land, you can eaſily find them. Mo, has 
made them very conſpicuous. , A city 
that is ſet on an hill cannot be hid. The 
builder, at; ic did. not intend, it ſhould, 
He F 5 
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His gifts and graces are therefore con- 
ferred, that the giver may have all the 
glory. And who are moſt enriched with 
his gifts and graces? Are they not ſuch 
as he has brought to uſe the means moſt ? 
Who honor his word, never failing to 
make the reading of it part of public 
worſhip, and who never meet, but they 
fing out of the word the praiſes of their 
God. Among theſe the Lord the Spirit 
does work with power, and they do find 
in ſinging his pſalms what they never find 
in ſinging mens poems. He makes all 
their chucrh ordinances lively and edity- 
ing. He enables them to draw near to 
God in prayer, and they have happy com- 
munion with him: He hears, and an- 
iwers. The word preached is mighty 
through God. Sinners are awakened, 
Mourners are comforted. Believers are 
ſtrengthened. The word ſung is alſo ac- 
companied with the ſame power: The 
pſalms are made an ordinance indeed. 
The holy Spirit works in and by them to 
keep up holy joy in believing hearts. He 
promiſed this, and the promiſe is fulfilled 
at this very hour“ The Lord ſhall com- 
“ fort Sion, he will comfort all her waſte 


&« places, and he will make her wilder- 
« neſs like Eden, and her deſert like the 


« garden of the Lord, joy and gladnels 


« ſhall 
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« ſhall be found therein, thankſgiving 
« and the voice of melody.” Bleſſed be 
God for theſe favors now beſtowed upon 
the church of England. This prophecy 
is ours. Adored for ever be his love. 
He is now with us of a truth, and he has 
turned our wilderneſs into the garden of 
the Lord. We do not triumph for this 
in ourſelves. We do not look down with 
contempt upon others. No, no, We ac- 
knowlege it to be the Lord's doing, to 
the praiſe of the glory of his own grace 
and to him 'we look for the continuance 
of this ineſtunable bleſſing. O that he 
would beſtow it abundantly upon thoſe 
congregations, who have the form without 
the power. This 1s the fervent prayer 
of my heart. I am ſure our joy will en- 
creaſe by their ſharing with us. May the 
good Lord revive his work in all his 
churches, and may the life and power 
vouchſafed to ſome be found in all. 

What can any unprejudiced perſon in- 
fer from hence? ls not the caſe plain? 
Where 1s the preſence of God moſt to be 
found? Among the ſingers of poems, or 
the ſingers of pſalms? What ſays matter 
of fact? It ſpeaks to the point, and de- 
termines in favor of God's word, The 
holy Spirit does not put honor upon mans 
poems, when ſet up in the church in op- 
Gf: F 2 poſition 
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poſition to his divine hymns. Yea, he 
diſgraces them. He pours contempt up- 
on them, as it might be expected he 
would: For he leaves the ſingers to them- 
ſelves, and then their performance is with- 
out life and power. It keeps up no com- 
munion with God. It adminiſters no holy 
Joy. It is not the means of grace, but 
degenerates into a mere entertainment, 
and is the ſame thing in the church, that 
muſic is in the play-houſe. 

How can that be, ſays one, I am a wit- 
neſs to the contrary : I have found profit in 
{finging hymns, and I am ſure I have re- 
ceived pleaſure. You may fancy ſo, but per- 
haps it is only fancy: For your practice con- 
futes your profeſſion. God has revealed the 
pſalms for the uſe of the church, he has 
commanded them to be ſung in it, and 
has promiſed to meet his rejoicing people, 
and in ſinging to make their joy abound : 
But you deſpiſe the command, and there- 
fore you can have no title to the promiſc. 
You cannot have the end without the 
means: While you flight the ordinance, 
how can you poſſibly receive the bleſſing 
promiſed to 1t? For the holy Ghoſt will 
not vouchſafe his joy to them, who ſeek 
it in oppoſition to his ſovereign will: So 
that you might be pleaſed, but profited 
vou could not. The ta is God's bleſſ- 
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ing upon the uſe of his own means, but 
you did not uſe the means, nay you def 
piſed his, and followed your own felt- 
will, What profit could ſuch ſinging 
bring you ? .What fellowſhip could you 
have with God in it, or what joy in God 
increaſed by it? You may bring your 
oems into the church, and may be vaſtly 
delighted with performing them. So is 
the vaineſt creature alive at the opera. 
The pleaſure in both caſes ariſes from 
the ſame cauſe. The ear 1s pleaſed with 
the harmony, ſome animal joy 1s excited, 
a fine tune, well played, well ſung, a very 
agreeable entertainment ; but there could 
be no more ſpiritual edification in one than 
in the other: Becauſe neither of them 

was the ordinance of God. 
What! ſay ſome, is it unlawful to ſing 
human compoſitions in the church? How 
can that be? Why, they ſing them at 


ſuch a place, and ſuch a place: Great 


men, and good men, ay, and lively mi- 
niſters too ſing them: Will you ſet up 
your judgment againſt theirs? 

It 1s an odious thing to ſpeak of one's 
ſelf, except it be to magnity the grace of 
God What is my private judgment I 
ſet it up againſt no body in indifferent 
things: I would wiſh to yield to every 
man's infirmity : For I want the ſame in- 

| Py dulgence 
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dulgence myſelf. But in the preſent caſe 


the ſcripture, which is our only rule of 
judgment, has not left the matter indiffe. | 


rent. God has given us a large collection 
of hymns, has commanded them to be 
ſung in the church, and has promiſed his 
bleſſing to the ſinging of them. No re- 
ſpect here muſt be paid to names or au- 
thorities, although they be the greateſt 
on earth: Becauſe no one can diſpenſe 
with the command of God, and no one 
can by his wit compoſe hymns to be com- 
pared with the pſalms of God. I want 
a name for that man, who ſhould pretend 
that he could make better hymns, than 
the holy Ghoſt, His collection is large 
enough: It wants no addition, It is per- 
fect, as its author, and not capable of 
any improvement. Why in ſuch a caſe 
would any man in the world take it into 
Bis head to ſit down to write hymns for 
the uſe of the church? It is juſt the ſame 
as if he was to write a new bible, not on- 
ly better than the old, but ſo much bet- 
ter, that the old may be thrown aſide. 
What a blaſphemous attempt! And yet 
our hymn-mongers, inadvertently I hope, 
have come very near to this blaſphemy : 
For they ſhut out the pſalms, introduce 
their own verſes into the church, ſing 
them with great delight, and as they fan- 
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cy with great profit; although the whole 
practice be in direct oppoſition to the 
command of God, and therefore cannot 
poſſibly be. accompanied with the bleſſing 
of God. 

If any, one be offended at my freedo 
of ſpeech, I am ſorry for it. I thought 
I had liberty to give mine opinion, eſpe- 
cially in a matter, wherein the honor of 
God and of his word required me to ſpeak 
openly. Let this be mine apology. If 
you are not convinced, if you will {till 
ling human compoſitions in preference to 
divine; pray do not quarrel with me. I 
am a man of peace. Go on your way, 
and let me go on mine. Let me ſing 
God's pſalms, and you may ſing any body's 
hymns. I have barne my teſtimony. 
Forgive me this once, and after I have 
cloſed up the evidence with a very good 
witneſs, againſt whom the admirers of 
hymns can have no objection, I promiſe 
herein to offend you no more. He is no 
leſs a perſon than the great Dr. Watts 
himſelf, He ſpeaks full to the point, 
and gives his teſtimony very diſtinctly. 
He never intended he ſays to thruſt the 
pſalms of God out of the church. His 
words in the preface to his hymns are 
theſe—* Far be it from my thoughts to 
lay aſide the book of pſalms in public 
PET „ Wor- 
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* worſhip : Few can pretend ſo great 2 
value for them as myſelf: It is the 
<6 moſt artful, moſt devotional, and di- 
vine collection of poeſy ; and nothing 
can be ſuppoſed more proper to raiſe a 
* pious ſoul to heaven, than ſome parts 
* of that book; never was a piece of ex- 
<* perimental divinity ſo nobly written, 
4 and ſo juſtly reverenced and admired.” 
Happy would it have been for the chri- 
ſtian world, if his followers had ſtopt juſt 
where he did. He declares it was far 
from his thoughts to do what they have 
done. It never came into his head to lay 
aſide the book of pſalms in public wor- 
ſhip. Think of this, and weigh it care- 
fully, ye that idolize Dr. Watts, and 
prefer his poems to the infallihle word of 
God. It would be well for you, if you 
valued pſalms as much as he did: For 
he ſays none valued them more. Then 
you would have looked upon them in his 
light: For having already in your hands 
the moſt devotional and the moſt divine 
collection, you would not have thought 
of any other, knowing it was impoſſible 
to have a better, but you would have uſed 
this, and would have found it too, as 
Dr. Watts did, the moſt proper to raiſe 
the ſoul to heaven. Bleſſed ſentiments! 


J honor the memory of Dr. Watts _ 
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this glorious teſtimony. I can ſay no- 
thing that can bear harder upon thoſe 
perſons, who contrary to his. opinion, 
have entirely left off ſinging the pſalms of 
God in the church. He never intended 
to countenance ſuch a practice. He de- 
clares it was far from his thoughts, yea, 
he abhorred the very thought, and in ſo 
ſaying he has upon record condemned it. 
Here I reſt the matter. If the admirers 
of Dr. Watts will not be determined by 
his authoricy, I am ſure they will not by 
mine: And therefore I take my leave of 
them, Farewell. May the Lord guide 
you into all truth. 

There are ſeveral abuſes among us re 
lative to the muſic, which I wiſh to ſee / 
reformed, and ſome of which I would 
point out. We have many good pſaim 
tunes, excellently compoſed and fitted | 
for public worſhip. Theſe ſhould be > 
ſtudied, in order that they may be well 
ſung, and properly applied Sung well to 
avoid the tedious drawling manner in uſe 
in molt of our churches, which gives, of- 
fence to worldly people, and makes the 
ordinance dull and heavy to belie vers 
Properly applied, and ſuited to the ſubject, 

that the ſound may as near as poſſible 

expreſs the ſenſe: For want of under- 
ſtanding or attending to this, we very 
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often hear a light tune to a mournful 


prayer, and heavy muſic ſet to a joyful 

pſalm, which are grievous diſcords. In 

the ſervice of God every thing ſhould be w] 
ſolemn. Our own minds require it, as ve 
well as his greatneſs; but eſpecially in n 
praiſing him, we ſhould try to ſhut out P. 
whatever would diſtract us, or diſhonor al 
him. When the heart is affected, or de. y 


fires to be duly affected with a ſenſe of b 
the exceeding riches of his mercy in Jeſus, f 
the pſalm and the tune ſhould help to y 
Excite, and to keep up the heavenly 
flame. If the pſalm be proper for this 
purpoſe, the tune ſhould not defeat it, | 

| 


This was much ſtudied in the primitive 
church. They had great ſimplicity in 
their pſalm ſinging, which we are told 
was corrupted by the heretics. Com- 
plaint is made particularly of Arius, that 
he perverted ſinging into an entertain- 
ment. He had a taft for mulic, and he 
compoſed ſeveral light frothy tunes, by 
which he ſought to pleaſe trifling people, 
who with him neither loved the God, nor 
the praiſes of the God of the chriſtians. 
Herein he ſucceeded. His mufic was 
admired, and did a great deal of hurt. 
Let us take warning from hence. As far 
as we can let our praiſes of God be ſung 
with ſuch muſic as will ſolemnize our 

_ hearts, 
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hearts, and keep them in tune to make 
melody unto the Lord. 

{ will only mention” one thing more, 
which is a great impropriety, and to me 

very offenſive, and that is the poſture ge- 
nerally uſed among us in ſinging. Sup- 
poſe there had been nothing at all ſaid 
about it in the ſcripture, judge ye with. 
yourſelves, men and brethren, whether it 
be reſpectful and becoming to fit down to 
ſing. When ſubjects go upon any joyful 
occaſion to addreſs their ſovereign, is it 
a cuſtom in any nation of the world to 
do it fitting? Does the perſon who pays 
homage ſit, or he who receives it? But 
it is not left to ourſelves, or to what we 
may think right or wrong. The caſe is 
determined in ſcripture, and there are 
precedents to go upon. The fingers and. 
muſicians Agood, when they performed in 
the temple ſervice : So did all-the people. 
1. Chron. ii. 28, c. The office of the 
„ Levites was to wait on the ſons. of 
Aaron for the ſervice of the houſe of 
e the Lord in the courts and in the 
* chambers, and in the purifying of all 
* holy things, and the work of the ſer- 
« vice of the houſe of God: And to 
* ſtand every. morning to thank and praiſe 
the Lord, and likewiſe at evening.“ 


This was their appointment; and we read 
of. 


L538" 7] 

of their fulfilling it, 2 Chron. v. 12, 
where it is ſaid, © they flood at the eaſt 
end of the altar :” And we are certain 
that all the congregation of Iſrael od at 
the ſame time: for it is expreſsly mention- 
ed, When the royal prophet 1s encou- 
raging the prieſts and people in the hea- 
venly work of praiſe, he thus addreſſcs 
the prieſts, Pſal. cxxxiv. © Behold, bleſs 
ye the Lord all ye ſervants of the Lord, 
* who by night tand in the houſe of the 
Lord: Lift up your hands in the ſanc- 
„ tuary and bleſs the Lord. The Lord 
that made heaven and earth. bleſs thee 
* out of Sion.” So again ſpeaking to 
prieſts and people, Pſal. cxxxv. © Praile 
ye the Lord, praiſe ye the name of the 
Lord, praiſe him O ye ſervants of the 
155 Lord: Ye that fand in the houſe of 
« the Lord, in the courts of the houſe of 
«our God, praiſe ye the Lord, for the 
Lord is good : Sing praiſes, unto his 
name for it is pleaſant.” Standing to 
fing is recommended in thoſe ſeriptures, 
and was accordingly practiſed both by 
clergy and laity: When they thanked the 
Lord morning and evening in the words 
of David the man of God, they ſung his 
praiſes ſanding. It is a decent. poſture. 
People of faſhion think it ſo: For they 
ſtand up even in the play-houſe, 1 al 

al- 
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Hallelujahs in the oratorio of the Meſſiah. 
Our very good church people think fo: 
For it they ſit down at the pſalm, they 
are ſure to ſtand up at the gloria patri. 
It is indeed highly becoming the majeſty 
of the great king of heaven and carth, 
and it is alſo expreſſive of our readinels to 
join our brethren in praiſing his holy 
name. As ſuch I would recommend it. 
The venerable practice of antiquity has 
ſomething more to enforce it, than mere 
propriety: At I-aft it calls upon me to 
try to keep up an uniformity with the 
church of Chriſt in this particular. But 
if you think otherwiſe, and prefer ſitting, 
lolling, or any lazy indolent poſture, I 
will not unchriſtian you. We may dif- 
fer, and not quarrel: Nay, I will not 
quarrel with you, if you will but let me 
obſerve, when I ſee any perſon irreve- 
rently ſitting down, after he has been 
called upon to ſing to the praiſe and 
glory of God, and after a ſuitable pſalm 
has been given out, it ſeems to me, as if 
he ſaid— Indeed his behaviour ſpeaks 
louder than any words can—< You may 
<. ſing, but I wont—I will exerciſe no 
grace l want no more grace—l have 
« no melody in my heart, and therefore 
« I will make none with my mouth— 
« ]'ll take myſelf away while you are 
| cc ſing- 
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« ſinging, and PII fit down to ſhew that 
have no part with you in this ordi- 
* nance,” 

The abuſes here complained of are not 
to be eaſily remedied. ' I know they are 
not; but I have done my duty. Some 
of them are of long ſtanding, not ſoon to 
\ be rooted out. Some are the conſequences 
of mere profeſſion, which renders all or- 
dinances ineffectual: for they are only 
bleſſed to any one, as he obſerves them 
in true faith, Others are not looked up- 
on to be prophanations of the ordinance, 
but refinements of it; againſt ſuch I only 
deliver my ſentiments, not from the chair, 
as a pope; but I beg leave to give my 
opinion, and if I could, I would do it 
without offence, If any one be offended, 
I am ſorry for it. 1 would not hurt a 
worm. However, we are all agreed [I 
hope in one thing, and let us improve 
that. It is our joint deſire to pleaſe God 
in ſinging his praiſes. If this be purſued, 
it will tend to reform every abuſe relating 
to this ordinance. His glory ſhould be 
aimed ar with a ſingle eye, When this 
is the ruling principle, the heart would 
enter into the ſervice, and then it would 
ſoon influence the outward man. There 
would be no neglect, no contempt, no 
miſbehaviour, if gratitude to God in 

Chriſt 
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Chriſt inſpired our ſongs. We ſhould 

loye to preſent ſuch praites and in ſuch a 

manner, as would beſt expreſs our thank- 

fulneſs, and we ſhould ſtudy to avoid 

every thing which would render them un- 
rofitable to ourſelves or others, or diſ- 
onorable to him. 

Let me intreat you, men and brethren, 
never to forget this point. Set God al- 
ways before you, whenever you are going 
to ſing pſalms. Do it as in his preſence 
and to his glory. If you think it your 
bounden duty to ſing with your voices to 
be heard of one another, take heed that you 
fing with your hearts unto the Lord. Let 
it be the ſervice of every faculty, and 
each exerted to the utmoſt. Praiſe Four 
bleſſed Immanuel with your warmeſt gra- 
tirude. Give him the beſt you have. He 
richly deſerves it. And remember. you 
thereby pay him nothing again: You 
only give him his own. Your gratitude is 
the gift of his grace, and by it you only 
make acknowlegement of your vaſt ob- 
ligations to him. O beg of him then to 
enable you to praiſe him with a growing 
ſenſe of your debt, and of his increaſing 
favors. And may you ſo praiſe him, as 
to find freſh reaſon to continue your praiſes 
' from day to day, and for evermore. 


Who- 
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Whoever is in this humble happy frame 
will be kept from a temptation, into 
which moſt of our hymn-ſingers have fall- 
en. I have heard ſeveral of them, who 
would by no means be thought common 
rate underſtandings, object to Sternhold 
and Hopkins. They wonder I would 
make . uſe of this verſion, which they 
think is poor flat ſtuff, the poetry is mi- 
ſerable, and the language low and baſe. 
To which I anſwer ; They had a ſcrupu- 
lous regard for the very words of ſcrip- 
ture, and to thoſe they adhered cloſely 
and ſtrictly: ſo much as to render the 
verſification not equal to Mr. Pope. 1 
12. it is not always ſmooth: It is only 
ere and there brilliant. But what is a 
thouſand times more valuable, it is gene- 
rally the ſentiment of the holy Spirit. 
That is very rarely loſt. And this ſhould 
| filence every objection— I is the word of 
God. Moreover the verſion comes nearer 
to the original, than any I have ever ſeen, 
except the Scotch, which I have made uſe 
of, when it appeared to me better ex- 
preſſed than the Engliſh. You may find 
fault with the manner of ekeing out a 
verſe for the ſake of rhyme ; but what of 
that? Here is every thing great, and no- 
ble, and divine, although not. in Dr. 
Watts way or ſtile. It is not, like his, 
fine 
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fine ſound and florid verſe; as good old 
Mr. Hall uſed to call it, Watts jingle. I 
do not match thoſe pſalms with what is 
now admired in poetry; although time 
was, when no leſs a man than the Rev. 
T.Bradbury in his fober judgment thought 
ſo-meanly of Watts hymns as commonly 
to term them Watts whyms. And indeed 
compared to the ſcripture they are like a 
little taper to the ſun : As for his pſalms | 
they are ſo far from the mind of the Spirit, 
that I am ſure if David was to read them, 
he would not know any one of them to 
be his. | 
Beſides you are offended at the Scrip- 
ture ſtyle, and Dr. Watts muſt mend it. 
This is owing to a very falſe taſt. For 
the ſcripture wants no mending z nay it 
is always worſe for mending. It is plain 
in majeſty, God has not written it to 
pleaſe the imagination, but to convert 
the heart, and to comfort and to edify 
the ſoul; therefore the inſpired writers 
have uſed great plainneſs of ſpeech. They 
diſclaim all painted language and oratori- 
cal colouring. One of them ſpeaking for 
the reſt ſays—<© We have received not the 
* ſpirit of the world, but the Spirit which 
« is of God, that we might know the 
“things which are freely g given to us of 
« God; which things alſo we ſpeak, not 
| co in 
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« in the words which man's wiſdom 
« teacheth, but which the holy Ghoſt 
„% teacheth.” To his words the under- 
ſtanding ſhould bow, and with reverence 
receive them: Becauſe they are his. Cu- 
rioſity ſhould be dumb. It ſhould make 
no enquiry: © Are they fine words, poeti- 
* ca}, dreſt up with flowers and metaphors, 
« brilliant as Cowley, ſmooth as Pope.” 
No, they-are not; but they are revealed 


to make the man of God wiſe unto ſalva- 
tion, and they do. As ſuch, the fineſt 


poetry of man is no more to be compared 
with- them, than man is to be compared 
with God. His word is the great inſtru- 
ment of ſalvation. It is the ordinance of 


God for every ſaving purpoſe. He works 


in it and by it, and therefore it is plain 
and ſimple, that the glory may not be 
given to the means themſelves, but to his 
almighty grace, which makes them ef- 
fectual. How unlikely is the word preach- 
ed ſo to change a ſinner's heart, that he 
ſhall be as much a new creature, as if a 
devil was made an angel; and yet this ef- 
fect is daily produced, and by plain 
preaching too. Thus the moſt ſucceſsful 
preacher that ever was, declares—** My 
% ſpeech and my preaching was not with 
<« enticing words of man's wiſdom, but 
* in demonſtration of the Spirit and of 
| „ power; 
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« power; that your faith ſhould not ſtand 
in the wiſdom of man, but in the power 
« of God.” And his power is promiſed, 
and is alſo experienced to this very day in 
the uſe of the means of grace, God does 
give his bleſſing to them. What more 
ſumple than the ſacraments ? Yet through 
Chriſt working mightily in them, they do 
anſwer the end of their inſtitution? What 
ſo unlikely as prayer to obtain all need- 
ful bleſſings? and yet it is certain matter 
of fact, that the effectual fervent prayer 
of a righteous man availeth much. So 
the pſalms, not trimmed up with human 
embelliſhments, but in the ſimple drets 
of ſcripture, do communicate holy joy in 
the Lord. He blefles the means, becauſe 
they are his own means, and when uſed 
in faith, he never fails to render them 
effectual. Here then let us look; not at 
fine words, but at God's word. Let us 
not be offended at its e For it 
is purpoſely ſo. It is written for profit, 
and not for amuſement. As an inſtru- 
ment, it has not the virtue in itſelf, that 
the excellency of the power exerted by it 
may be of God. He would have all the 
glory. Our own joy in ſinging and, our 
neighbor's edification, ſhall not ariſe from 
fine poetry, but from his effectual grace. 
How much is it to be wiſhed, that this 
Was 
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was more regarded in ſinging pſalms, 

Then ſhould we hear no more of this ob. 

jection; but believers in the uſe of this, 
and of all the means of grace, would be 
ſeeking not entertainment, but commu- 
nion with God, which is our higheſt pri- 
vilege, and they would be expecting the 
improvement of it, which is their higheſt 
happineſs. 

Another objection may be made to this 
collection. If all the pſalms be alike the 
word of God, why ſhould theſe be ſelcct- 
ed, and the reſt excluded? I do not ex- 
clude any, not a letter or tittle, They 
are all of equal authority, all given by 
the inſpiration of the Almighty. There 
is the ſame divine ſtamp and impreſſion 
upon every word. For which reaſon | 
reverence what is left, as much as theſe: 
-But theſe are ſufficient for our uſe, and 
theſe, if rightly uſed, will lead us to un- 
derſtand and to value the reſt, If any 
thing here ſaid ſhould be the means of 


explaining the ſubject of the book of 


pſalms, and of enabling believers to ſee 
more of the glory of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
then they will not only value this collec- 
tion, but will alſo, as occaſion offers, 
ſing the. reſt with increaſing melody in 
their hearts unto the Lord. 


The 
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The collection of pſalms, which I have 
here made, cannot be ſung aright by any 
one, unleſs he thus aims at the glory of 
God. He muſt be a true believer in Je- 
ſus, and made ſenſible of the Father's 
love to him in his Son : Becaule they are 
chiefly fongs of praiſe, and require the 
muſic of the heart: He, who 1s in tune 
to make the beſt melody, has the deepeſt 
ſenſe of his obligations to free grace. He 
has found redemption through the blood 
of Jeſus, and is convinced of his accept- 
ance through the righteouſneſs of Jeſus. 
He ſees all bleſſings, temporal, ſpiritual 
and eternal provided for him by the Fa- 


ther's love in the Son's fulneſs, and by 
the faith of the operation of the holy Spi- 


rit he receives them, as he wants them, 
day by day. He feels himſelf a poor 
needy creature, unworthy of the leaſt of 
thoſe bleſſings, and while he is in this 


humble frame he is thankful for the leaſt. 


Then he is moſt diſpoſed to give the glory 


of all his mercies to the eternal Three, 
and to acknowlege his debt in every ap- 
pointed way. This makes him deſirous 
of profiting others by ſinging the praiſes 


of that good God who has ſo exceedingly 


loved him, and herein he has an eſpecial 


regard to his brethren in Chriſt. : As 2 
church-member he frequents ordinances, 


enters 
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enters into the ſpirit of them, prays in the 
holy Ghoſt, hears and mixes faith with 
the word; fings with the. congregation, 
and with his heart and voice tries to in- 
creaſe their melody. He lives the chriſ- 
tian. In his walk and converſation he 
ſnews forth the praiſes- of God. He glo- 
rifies his Father which is in heaven, be- 
fore men, and lets them ſee, that they 
who are happy believers in Jeſus have 
found their heaven upon earth. Thus he 
oes on his way, ſinging and rejoicing in 
the Lord—ready to join the great concert 
of ſaints and angels —yea he does join, 
aſcribing with them all the good he has 
and hopes for to the free grace of the 

holy bleſſed and glorious Trinity. 
Reader, art thou one of this happy 
number ? Is thy heart in tune to ſing 
pſalms of praiſe to thy God? Is he thy 
Father which art in heaven, and doſt 
thou love him for the unſpeakable gift of 
his Son? Until he be known to thee in 
this dear relation, thou canſt not be hap- 
py in him either in earth or, heaven. It 
thou art thinking he has mercy in ſtore 
for thee, how waſt thou brought to be- 
lieve it? Was it in God's appointed way, 
and in his means? Didſt thou hear his 
word declaring what thy ſtate was, and 
didſt thou yield to its teſtimony, 3 
e 
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ed thou waſt under guilt and in great dan- 

r? Waſt thou convinced of the ex- 
ceeding ſinfulneſs of ſin, ho abominably 
filthy it made thee in the ſight of an holy 
God — how guilty in the ſight of a juſt 
God, and how utterly helpleſs it has left 
thee in thyſelf ? Did this conviction fol- 
low thee? Waſt thou made deeply and 
thoroughly ſenſible, that thou canſt do 
nothing for thyſelf, but haſten on thy 
ruin? Such is thy captivity to ſin, all 
the powers and faculties of thy ſoul and 
body are in ſuch bondage to it, that thou 
canſt do nothing but ſerve it, yea thou 
art ſuch a willing ſlave, that it God leave 
thee to thyſelf, thou wilt go on ſinning 
through time, and ſinning through eter- 
nity. | 

Didſt thou never ſee thyſelf in this 
ſtate? The ſcripture declares, that thou 
art by nature a child of wrath—and doſt 
not thou believe the word of God ? Are 
its threatenings an idle tale? What! art 
thou ſtill aſleep in the arms of fin, in the 
midſt of the thunder of the vengeance of 
God—ſtill dreaming of happineſs in the 
ways of ſin, which God aſſures thee in 
his word will lead thee to deſtruction. O 
deſperate deluſion | May God deliver thee 
from it. May the eternal Spirit accom- 
pany his own meſſage and ſend it to thy 
heart 
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heart—** Awake thou that ſlee Fee and 


0 Ariſe from the dead, And Cc iſt ſhall 
ptve thee light.“ ” 

* thou haſt been made benlible of thy 
Ager what thinkeſt thou of "Chriſt ? 
If thou haſt ſeen t hyſelf a loſt "ſinner, 
who is to ſave thee? To whom, or to 
what doſt thou look for help? To man, 
or to God; to thyſelf, or to Chriſt? To 


thy Gott © or his ; Is Chriſt become thine 


only object? Examine with care: for . 


there is but one right way to the city, of 
habitation. © 1 am the way, fays Je- 
ſus. Be aſſured, there is falvation for 
thee in no other. Nothing can waſh thee 
clean, but the atoning blood of Jeſus, 
Nothing can juſtify thee, but his righ- 
reouſnels. His all-ſuſficient grace alone 
can keep thee'in the way to heaven. He 
alone can preſent thee ſpotleſs there before 
the throne. Every other hope Will 'diſ- 
appoint thee but hope in Jeſus. One day 
all the reſt will prove refuges of lies. If 
thou buildeſt on them now with confi- 
dence, hey will fall thee at” the bar of 
God. Thou wilt then find, that other 
foundation can no man Ja, than that is 
laid, which is Jefins/ChiAt. ms (d 

If thou art enabled to build upon this 
rock; hap py art'thot Tail, thou that 


art mu y favored ; The Lord is with 
thee. 
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thee, He has encouraged thee to place 
the whole weight of thy ſalvation upon 
the work of Jeſus, who is Immanuel, 
the creator and the ſupporter of all worlds, 
viſible and inviſible. Truft in him, and 
be not afraid: For he is almighty to ſave. 
And he has given thee his infallible pro- 
mifes to ſatisfy thee, that in him thou art 
fafe from all thy ſins and from all thine 
enemies. O how eſtabliſhing are his own 
words! Thus he ſpeaketh to thee 
« Whoſoever comerh unto me, and hear- 
« eth my ſayings, and doeth them, 1 will 
« ſhew you to whom he is like: He is 
„like a man, who built an houſe, and 
„ digged deep, and laid the foundation 
* on a rock, and when the flood aroſe, 
the ſtream beat vehemently upon that 
« houſe, and could not ſhake it: For it 
vas founded upon a rock.” How hap- 
Py is thy ſtare! Thou art come to him at 
his bidding, thou haſt heard his ſayings, 
and art doing them in faith : Survey thy 
tatety and bleſs the Lord. Thou art the 
wiſe man, who builds on a foundation 
contrived by infinite. wiſdom, and ſup- 
ported by almighty power: © Behold, 
* ſays the Father, I lay in Sion for a 
foundation, a ſtone, a tried ſtone, Sc.“ 
The Father choſe his co-equal Son, on 
| G whom 
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han he would build his whole church; 

he is therefore called an elett foundation; 
and ſure, as ſure as God can make it, his 
will and word, his arm and laye. ſecure 
the foundation and every thing built upon 
it. Try it again and again, and thou wilt 
find how ſure. it is. This is, another of 
its divine excellencies—it i 18 a tried foun- 
dation, none ever built on it and were 
confounded. Believers have made trial 
of it in every age, and ĩt always anſwered 
their hopes; Indeed how could it fail 
them? For the divine architect has ſo 
ſtrengthened every part of his ſtructure, 
that the gates of hell cannot prevail againſt 
it. How precious then is this founda- 
tion! << To them that believe he is 

, cious.“ All the beauties and Dear res 
in heaven and earth are to be found in his 
fulneſs, and in the creature only as a 
drop out of the ocean. Unſearchable 
riches are his: So are eternal glories. 
Bleſſed is the man who is living upon this 
fulneſs: While he is receiving out of it 
grace for grace, O how precious is Jeſus ! 
eſpecially while he is hoping to receive 
t of the ſame fulneſs t glory that is 
Fa be revealed: For he hall not be dil- 
appointed of his hope; becauſe. the 
„ righteous hath an everlaſting founda- 
tion.“ 
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tion.“ He is built u 2 the rock of 
ages, and is kept there byt werof God: 
O happy, thrice happy believer. Again 
ſurvey t y mercies ſee how many how 
great they are to thy body to thy ſoul 
family, church, national mercies— 
ſure and covenant-metcies. Who is like 
untb thee ſaved by the Lord? The Fa- 
ther is thine with all his love. The Son 
is thine with all his ſalvation. The holy 
Spirit is thine in all his offices, to com- 
fort, to ſtrengthen, and to ſanctify thee, 
to lead "thee Tafe by his council, till he 
bring thee unto glory. And this is alſo 
thine with its richeſt bleſſings— eternal 
life is the free gift of God to thee through 
Jeſus Chrift thy Lord. O what has God 
done for thee | ſaved from deſerved de- 
ſtruction, and ſaved with ſuch a ſalva- 
tion; ſo Wrought out for thee, ſo ſecured 
to thee, and for ever, what could God 
do more? Now thou haſt learned the 
ſubject of praiſe, and canſt make ſweet 
melody with theſe words I waited pa- 
A tjently for the Lord and he inclined 
« unto me, and heard my cry: He 
brought me up alſo our of che hor- 
« rible pit, out of the miry clay, and ſet. 
my feet upon a rock, and eſtabliſhed 
* my e . * hath 55 a new 

2 _ +1:025-fong 
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„ ſohg in my mouth even raiſe unto 
ve 000 God!” None can learn this new 
ſong,” except he be redeemed from the 
earth a ſaved ſinner; delivered from the 
pit of corruption, and finding his feet ſet 
faſt upon the rock of ſalvation Hings it 
from experience. He ftels what he ſings. 
His heart and mouth go together in bleſſ 
ing the Lord his God. Now he wants 
no comment upon the pſalms of praiſe. 
He is taught them by the holy Spirit, and 
can ſing them with delight. A grateful 
ſenſe of the divine favors freely conferred 
upon him keeps him in tune} humble and 
thankful. And this is the right frame of 
mind to offer up the ſacrifice of praiſe, 
with which God is well pleaſed. He ac- 
cepts it from faints and angels round the 
throne, and he accepts it alſo from us, 
when we preſent” it in their ſpirit. The 
humbleſt upon earth pay him the higheſt 
fervice, as he declares “ "Whoſo offer- 
eth praiſe glorifieth me, 
Reader,” 1s this thine ex erkener ? Doſt 
thou ſing pſalms, and didſt thou learn to 
ſing them in this way? Walt thou en- 
abled by faith to love God in Chriſt, and 
art thou now bleſſing him with a rejoicing 
heart? Is his glory the end and aim of 
all thy ſervices? a it be, (but beware of 
miſtakes) 


7 7 
E 
miſtakes q then thou art accepted in Jeſus, 
and ſo arę chy ſongs. May thy delight in 
linging them inc reaſe. L with, to, be a 
helper of thy joy, and. tas that end let us 
take a ſhort review of the ſubject. Ih 
wilt ſer the graces; needful for ſingin — 
pſalms, and if thou ffindeſt Sag e has, = 
ſtowed; them upon thee, then make uſe 
of them; Offer up through Jeſus. Chriſt 
thy ſacrifice, of praiſe to God continually, 
that is the fruit of thy lips, giving thanks 
to his name. 

A, Doſt how underſtand the ſubject of 
the. book. of pſalms, and enter into it in 
fioging.2 Doſt thou ſee the praiſes of Im- 
manuel celebrated throughout, and canſt 
thou take up the words and ſing them 
with 7 in thy heart? Being one with 
Jeſus by faith, and a partaker of his ful - 
nefs, thou wilt ſee a new glory in the 

pſalms; for thou wilt read thine, own in- 
— in all that Chriſt is and has, and 
wilt make uſe of it too, receiving from 
An grace for grace. This will inſpire 
y ſoul with warm devotion to the Lord 
Chrict, and will lead thee. greatly to prize 
this bleſſed book. Thou wilt delight to 

2. Study the ſcripture names of it. 
Doſt thou attend to them ?, Have they 
they: proper weight with thee, ſo as to 

. 62 cohvince 


. convince Abe aharoughly, thee the Sa- 
vigur in his, ſev 


1 —.—4. The different names are only to 
a Aided him in different views as the giver 
F i ble 2 in earth. and heaven, 


ſongs to ſer forth the oy off, bis! King- 
40, and the happineſs of his ſub; jeck, 
pfalms and hymns and ſpiritual — al- 
together intended to raiſe the affections of 
the ſoul to as high a pitch of love to Im- 


manuel, as we. are capable ne! in 


% 1 
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eral offices and works is 
the ,nPerian, treated of in the book of 


ymns to celebrate his praiſes, ſpiritual 


ts body. #7 © 
To When thow art. reading the old teſta- 


ment or the new, and obſerving the pal- 


ſages, in which the pſalms are mentioned, 


do 2 farther confirm thęe in the belief 


. of, their being written concerning! Chriſt ? 


nd mixing faith with them do they 


ph warm thy heart with gratitude to Jeſus, 
and ſtir thee up to ſing his praiſes with 
inerealing delight? But above an. conſi- 


e 
4 How thou ſingeſt che ** — Ex- 
amine. Art thou made a new creature 


in Chriſt. Jeſus, and a partaker of his 


Spirit? Doſt thou then ſing with thine 
underſtanding, and with thy heart, ſing- 


| ing s as an ordinance of God to ex- 


ere iſe 
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erciſs grace, (and i oh tlie grace, 
- which he has given? And doſt thou, in- 
deed find it Be thyſelf, and edi- 
fying to others? 
g Deſt thou Reeg up the baindhy! in 
thy lfd. Is thy walk in concord with thy 
palms ?“ Art thou ſhewing forth the praiſes 
of Jeſus in thy converſation ? What! is 
all conſiſtent and of à piece? Are thy 
heart and voice and life in tune to thank 
the Lord for his goodneſs, and to declare 
ths wonders which he hath done for thy 
ſoul? O'this is heavenly muſic. Happy 
man, to whom it is given thus to live the 
chriſtian. May there be no diſcord in thy 
tempers and walk, but may all within 
and without thee confpire in ſweet con- 
cert to bleſs thy Lord and thy God. 
6. If the Lord has thus enabled thee 
to ſing, and to love his Praiſes, then art 
thou humble enough to ſtudy to pleaſe 
others as well as thyſelf in ſinging, that 
they may be edified ? If there has been 
any abuſe in this ordinance, doſt thou 
ſtand corrected, and art willing to re- 
form Is it thy deſire in public ſinging 
to give no offence to outward people, but 
above all to give none to the church of 
gre ? This is the chriſtian temper. Shew 
Let it appear that the mind is in thee, 

** which 
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which was allo in Chriſt Jeſus. | Aim | in 
ſinging a 99 hs profit 0 others. Look not 
to thyſelf alone, that thou beareſt thy 
part, with thine underſtanding „heart and 
voice, but endeayor, alſo ay " edify the 
church, See thy neighbor. be benefited 
according to the command Teach 
« and admoniſh one another in palms,” 
Fc. Let this, and all other things in 

the congregation be done to edifying. 
If upon careful enquiry thou oft un- 
derſtand thoſe truths, doſt thou expe- 
rience the power and comfort of them? 
Art thou indeed a living chriſtian, capa- 
ble of ſinging them with melody in thy 
heart unto the Lord ? If this be thy hap- 
py caſe, then accept this collection of 
pſalms, which I here preſent to thee, not 
in preference to any of thoſe here omit- 
ted, or to exclude any of them, but only 
as a ſufficient number for our regular ſer- 
vice. Go, and make uſe of them, and 
the Lord be with thee. May he render 
© them profitable to thine own ſoul, and 
| Hing to his body the church. Pray 
for grace to glorify him more in this ordi- 
nance. It will ſoon be thy whole em- 
ployment, Yet a very little while, and 
thou wilt have nothing to do, but to en- 
Joy and to praiſe Immanuel for * 
ay 
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May thy heart ow feel forfiething of this 
heaven : And if it | pleaſe him may thy 
happineſs, daily Melee, in the enjoy- 
ment of, and thankfulneſs for, all cove- 
nant. mercies, till thou art admitted to 
the general aſſembly and church of the 
firſt- born, to Join with them in aſcribing 
all the glory 55 thy ſalvation to Father, 
Son oh holy Spirit, three perſons in one 
Godhead, to whom be equal and ever- 
laſting Praiſe Amen. 


A 


COLLECTION 


OUT OF THE 


BOOK of PSALMS, 


Suited to every SUNDAY in the Yzar. 


Pratte ve the Lord. Praiſe the Lord. 
O my ſoul; while J live will J praiſe 
the Lord, J will fing praiſes to 


my God, while J have any being. 
Pſal. xvi F 2. 
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The firſt Sunday in Advent. 
PSALM XCV. 


6 HIS is a proper pſalm for public worſhip, 
and therefore we always begin our daily ſer- 
vice with it. Believers are here reminded 
to call upon one another to join in ſinging the 
praiſes of Jehovah the rock of their ſalvation; in the 
Hebrew it is, Jehovah the rock their Jeſus: And the 
arguments uſed to raiſe their thankfulneſs to him art 
taken from his greatneſs in creating all things, and 
from his goodnels to his redeemed : For he is their 
Maker, by and in whom they are new created ; their 
covenant God, who has all his people under his paſ- 
toral care, being engaged to keep, to feed, and to 
guide them, that they may not harden their hearts, 
nor fall ſhort of his promiſed reſt. | £03 368 
O happy believer, to whom Jeſus ſtands thus related: 
May thy heart be now in tune to join in his praiſes. 
Truft in him, and be not afraid. Exerciſe thy faith 
in glorifying him, that he may increaſe it. Rejoice 
in his holy name, that thy joy in him may grow and 
abound. Unite thy voice with the church, and ſing 
with courage, as thou art here commanded, that we 
may teach and admoniſh one another in this heavenly 
ſong, and that our Jeſus may be exalted in the mid{t 
of us. This ſhould be the end of all our church 
meetings: And the general aſſembly and church of 
the firſt born will meet to carry on the ſame ſubject 
of praiſe. Thou wilt never on earth be more like 
. them, than while thou art aſcribing to him all the 
glory of thy ſalvation. Do thy utmoſt: Sing in the 
„ kigheſt 
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higheſt note of gratitude, he will ever be above all 
bleſſing and praiſe. 


I. 
O COME let us lift up our voice 
and ſing unto the Lord, 
In Jeſus our ſtrong rock rejoice 
let us with one accord. 
II. 
Yea let us come before his face 
to give him thanks and praiſe, 
In ſinging pſalms unto his grace 
let us be glad always. 
| III. 
Come let us bow unto the Lord, 
before him let us fall, 
And worſhip him with one accord 
the Maker of us all. 
IV. 
He is indeed the Lord our God, 
for us he doth provide, 
We are his flock, he doth us feed 
his ſheep, and he our guide. 


PSALM XCVI. 


The word Aavent ſignifies coming, and theſe four Sun- 
days before Chriſtmas, were ſet apart for our medi- 
tation upon the coming of Chriſt in the fleſh, and 

upon his coming at the laſt day. The pſalms which 
- I have choſen treat of both his advents: And they, 
who are partakers by faith of the benefit of his firlt 
coming, may look forward to his ſecond, and fing 
of both with a hope full of glory and nao” © | 
| | | 4 $ 
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This is an advent hymn. All nations, Gentiles as well 
as Jews, are here called upon to praiſe the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt for his ſalvation; and for the glory of his 
kingdom, which is exalted far above all that is called 
God; and will one day be exalted indeed, when all 
his redeemed ſhall in full concert, praiſe him for the 
judgment paſſed upon all fleſh. 

This is called a new ſong : Becauſe it can only be ſung 
by true believers; who being convinced of their in- 
tereſt in the judge are looking for the bleſſed hope, 
and the glorious appearing of Jeſus Chriſt the great 
God 1 Saviour. All ſuch ought to ſing the 

ſalm with delight: For the judge is their friend. 
He requires them to lift up their heads with joy, 
whenever he comes by death or judgment to take 
them to himſelf; And ſurely then they ought to lift 
up their voices to proclaim the wonders of his love. 
May our hearts and lips go together, and make 
ſweet harmony in the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth, 


I. 
0 ING ye with praiſe unto the Lord 
a new ſong with great mirth, 
Sing unto him with one accord 
all people on the earth. 
II. 
Sing ye unto the Lord alway, ik 
bleſs ye his holy name; 
Declare and ſhow from day to day 
ſalvation by the ſame. 
| III. 
See ye among the heathen folk 
his glory do declare, 
And unto all the people ſhow 
his works, which wondrous are. 


39 IV. For 
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IV. 
For great's the Lord, and highly he 
is to be magnify'd, | 
| Yea, worthy to be fear'd is he 
above all gods befide. 


ATTERNOON. 


PSALM XCVI. 


J. 
As © R IB E unto the Lord our God 
all men with one accord, 
Glory and might for evermore 
aſcribe unto the Lord. 
II. 
Aſeribe unto the Lord alſo 
the glory of his name, 
Into his courts an off'ring bring 
and there preſent the fame. 
m. 
In beauty of his holineſs 
ſee ye adore his grace, 
Let all the earths inhabitants 
worſhip before his face. 
IV. 
Tell it abroad to heathen lands, 
the Lord doth reign above, 
Yea, he the earth fo faſt hath ſtay'd 
that it ſhalt never mgye. 


+. . 
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The ſecond Sunday in Advent. 
PSALM XCVI. 


. 
I T is the Lord himfelf alone, 
who rules with princely might 
To judge the nations every one 
with equity and right. 1 
| II. 
The heav'ns ſhall joyfully begin, 
the earth likewiſe rejoice, 
The ſea with all that is therein 
ſhall ſhout and make a noiſe. 
III. 
The fields ſhall joy, and every thing 
that ſpringeth on the earth, 
The wood and ev'ry tree ſhall ſing 
with gladneſs and with mirth, 
IV. 
Before the Lord, becauſe he comes, 
becauſe he comes with might, 
With juſtice he ſhall judge the world 
and give to all their right. 


n PSALM 


* 
o * 
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PSALM XCVIIL 


The ſubject of this pſalm is the ſame with the 96th, 


All creatures are here called upon to praiſe the Lord 
for his great ſalvation, wrought out by his own arm, 
and applied by his own grace. He has obtained ſuch 
a complete victory over all our ſpiritual enemies, that 
believers may now triumph in it, and partake of its 
richeſt bleſſings for evermore. All the ends of the 
earth hearing of it ſhall glorify the Lord Jeſus, and 
are exhorted in a variety of expreſſions to teſtify their 
joy in him, and their thankfulneſs to him: Yea, 
they are commanded in their ſong to expect his ap- 
poorly: and to look for it as the eternal conſumma- 
tion of all their joys. O may we in faith and hope, 
as here required, celebrate the praiſes of God the 
Saviour. May we find our hearts engaged in this 
ſweet exerciſe, and happy in aſcribing to him the 
glory of all the wonders which he bath done, and 
will do, for us, and for our ſalvation. | 


T 


O SING ye now unto the Lord 


a new and pleaſant ſong, 


For he hath wrought throughout the world 


his wonders great and ſtrong. 


II. 
With his right hand moſt mightily 


he did his foes devour, 


And got himſelf the victory 


with his own arm and pow'r. 
III. 


The Lord did make his people know 


his ſaving love and might, 


And he hach ſhew'd his righteouſneſs 
in all the heathens ſight. 


IV. He 


[2303 3 
IV. 
He mindful of his grace and truth 
to Iſra'ls houſe hath been, f 7 


And the ſalvation of our God 
all ends of th' earth have ſeen. 


AFTERNOON, 
PSALM XCVIII. 


I. 
L. ET all the earth unto the Lord 
ſend forth a joyful noiſe: 
Lift up your voice aloud to him 
ſing praiſes and rejoice. 
II. 
Yea, let the fea with all therein 
for joy both roar and ſwell, 
The earth likewiſe let it begin 
with all that therein dwell. 
3 
And let the running ſtreams rejoice 
and clap their hands apace, 
Vea, let the mountains and the hills 
triumph before his face. 
IV. 
For he ſhall come at the laſt day, 
to judge the earth he'll come, 
He'll judge the world in uprightneſs 
and take his people home. | 
| "B08 The 
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The third Sunday in Advent. 
PSALM LXXII. 


This is a delightful hymn in praiſe of the kingdom of 
the Lord Chriſt. It begins with a prayer in the firſt 
verſe, and then urges the requeſt by ſeveral argu- 
ments, concluding with an affectionate thankſgiving 
to God for his promiſes to hear and to anſwer the re- 
queſt, Many paſſages in this pſalm could never re- 
late to any other perſon, but to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
for inſtance, — He was to be feared ſo long, as the 
ſun and moon endure, throughout all generations— 
he was to be the Saviour of the ſoul—the redeemer 
of the ſoul—prayer was to be made unto him conti- 
nually—da'ly is bo to be praiſed—men ſhall reckon 
themſelves bleſſed in him—all nations ſhall call him 
bleſſed, yea for ever.— When theſe things come to 
paſs then the prayers of David the ſon of Jeſſe ſhall 
be (not ended, as we render it, but) completed, 

The prayer has been heard. The Son has been incar- 
nate. And the Father has committed all judgment 
to the Son—he is the king of righteouſneſs and the 
king of peace, the very Melchiſedek—who is al- 
mighty to ſave, His reign of grace 1s all meekneſs 
and gentleneſs. He is a lamb upon the throne. 
So he 1s deſcribed in the firſt part of 'the pſalm, and 
in the laſt his happy ſubjects thank him for their ex- 
perience of his loving-kindneſs. May we ſing the 
former with faith, and the latter with affection. 
Every word in the pſalm mixed with faith ſhould be 
a ſpur to gratitude. May every heart make melody, 
and bleſs the Lord for the wonders of his love. 
Bleiled be his holy name for ever. Amen, and Amen, 


1. © 
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O LORD thy * give the king 
his ſon thy righteouſneſs: 
With right he ſhall 1 thy people judge 
thy poor with uprightneſs. 
II. 
The lofty mountains ſhall bring forth 
unto the people peace ; 
Likewiſe the little hills the ſame 
ſhall do by righteouſneſs. 
III. 
He ſhall judge the poor and ſhall ſave 
the weak, and make them ſtrong, 
And ſhall deſtroy for evermore 
all thoſe that do them wrong. 
IV. 
And then from age to. age ſhall they 
regard and fear thy might, 
So long as ſun doth ſhine by day, 
or elſe the moon by night, 


„ 

The juſt ſhall flouriſh in his days 
and proſper in his reign, 

He ſhall while doth the moon endure: 
abundant peace maintain. 

. { I 

His large and great dominion ſhall 
from ſea to ſea extend, 

It from the river ſhall reach forth 


to the earth's utmoſt end. 
| P's A LM: 
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PS A LM LXXII. 


— 


AL kings ſhall 
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8 
ſeek with one accord 


in his good grace to ſtand, 
And all the people of the world 
obey at his command. 


II. 


For he the needy ſort ſhall ſave 
who unto him do call, 
Allo the humble folk who have 


no other help at 


He taketh pity on 


all. 


III. 
the poor 


who are with need oppreſt, 
He doth preſerve them evermore, 
and bring their ſouls to reſt. 


He ſhall redeem th 


IV. 
eir lives from fraud 


from violence and might, 
Alſo their blood that ſhall be ſhed 
is precious in his ſight. 


— 


AFTER- 
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AFLIERNDUDN, 
PSALM LXXII. 


F. 
F OR ever they ſhall praiſe his name 
while that the ſun is light, 
And think them bleſſed thro? the ſame, 
all folk ſhall bleſs his might. 


II. 
Praiſe ye the Lord of hoſts and ſing 
to Iſra'ls God each one: 2 
For he doth ev'ry wondrous thing, 
yea he himſelf alone. 
"IEF 
And bleſſed be his glorious name 
to all eternity, 
The whole earth let his glory fill 
Amen, Amen, fay I. 
IV. 
To Father, Son, and holy Ghoſt, 
the God whom we adore, 
Be glory as it was, is now, 
and ſhall be evermore. 


Fourth 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Fourth Sunday in Advent. 


PSALM LXVII. 


This is a prayer for the church of Chriſt, begging the 


grace of God and the blefling of God upon it, and 
intreating the application of both by the ſhining of 
his loving countenance. The end of this is men- 
tioned, namely, that the way of his ſalvation may 
be known among all nations, and that they might 
join in praiſing him, and in rejoicing in him, yea 
might increaſe in their thankſgiving and abound in 
it to the glory of God, 


Every believer ought to join this prayer: Becauſe he is 


made ſenſible, that grace is the fountain from 
whence all his bleſſings flow, and that the diſcovery 
of God's purpoſes of grace to him is a itream from 
this fountain, When he 1s favored with it, and the 
Lord Chriſt lifts up the light of his loving counte- 
nance upon him, how thankful ſhould he be ? How 
careful to expreſs his thankfulneſs in every appointed 
way? May the heart of every ſuch perſon enter into 


this prayer. May it be fervent and effeftual, ſo 


that the Lord's face may ſhine upon us while we 
ſing, and he may give us a preſent anſwer to our 
petitions, 


1 


H mercy on us Lord, 


and grant to us thy grace, 


To ſhew to us do thou accord 


the brightneſs of thy face. 
8 II. That 
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II. 
That all the world may know 
the way to godly wealth, 
And all the nations here below 
may ſee thy ſaving health. 
III. 
Let all the world, O God, 
give praiſe unto thy name, 
And let the people all abroad 
extoll and bleſs the ſame. 
IV. 
Throughout the world ſo wide 
let all rejoice with mirth, 
For thou with truth and right doſt guide 
the nations of the earch. 
V. 

Let all the world, O God, 
give praiſe unto. thy name, 
And let the people all abroad 

extoll and bleſs the ſame. 


VI. 
The earth her fruit ſnall yield, 
our God ſhall bleſſing ſend; 
God ſhall us bleſs, men 1 ſhall tim fear 
unto earth's utmoſt end. 


PSALM 


1 


PS ALM XCIX. 


This pſalm deſcribes the kingdom of Chriſt, and ex- 
tolls him for 8 his gracious preſence to his 
church, dwelling vihbly in the cherubim to protect 
it by his love, and to oppoſe its enemies by his great- 
neſs and holineſs: Therefore his people are called 
upon to worſhip at his footſtool, and to exalt him 
as their forefathers had done, whoſe petitions he 
graciouſly heard and anſwered, 

The ſubjects of this moſt bleſſed king may rejoice in 
him art all times. Every fentence 1n this pſalm af- 
fords them matter of joy and praiſe. The command 
is—Rejoice in the Lord always, and again I ſay re- 
joice. This joy ſhould break forth into ſinging, 
which is the expreſſion of a thankful heart: And we 
never conſult our own intereſt ſo much, as when we 
fing his praiſe and give him all his glory; then we 
may expect he will increaſe our joy in the Lord. 
May the Spirit of the Father and the Son help us to 
receive all the profit from ſinging this hymn, which 
he intended it ſhould be the means of bringing to 
the people of God in every age. | 


: | I. 
T HE Lord doth reign, altho' at it 
the people rage full ſore, 

He on the cherubim doth ſit 

tho? all the world do roar. 

II. 

The Lord that in his church doth dwell 

is high and wondrous great, 
Above all folk he doth excell, 

and he aloft is ſet. 


III. Let 
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III. 
The princely pow'r of our great king 
doth love judgment and right ; 
Thou juſtly ruleſt ev'ry thing 
in right'ouſneſs and might. 
To praiſe the Lord our God deviſe, 
and honor to him ſhew, 
And at his footitool worſhip him 
who holy is and true. 


AFTERNOON. 


PSALMd LXXXV. 


This pſalm contains two very intereſting particulars, 
firſt a prayer for the mercy of God, and ſecondly a 
patient waiting for an anſwer. The mercy aſked is 
converting grace, that fince God through Chriſt is 
reconciled to his people, and has taken away all his 
wrath againſt them, he would give unto them ſted- 
faſt faith to depend upon his love to them in his 
Son, and ſo to enable them to truſt in him that they 
might be revived and comforted. Then they re- 
ſolve to wait for the divine anſwer, and confirm 
themſelves in waiting by many powerful motives ſuch 
as—the Lord's promiſe to ſpeak peace to his people, 
and they ſhall not turn to folly—he will bring his 
ſalvation near to them who fear him—his glory ſhall 
come and dwell in our land, even the Lord of hoſts 
the king of glory—in whom made fleſh all the per- 
fections of the Godhead will ſweetly N 

- | e 


TY 
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For in him the Father is true in all his threatenings, 
and yet can ſhew mercy to ſinners—in him the b a- 
ther's righteouſneſs has had every demand paid it, 
and now he is at peace with believers in Jeſus—yea 
when the divine truth was incarnate, righteouſneſs 
looked down from heaven and ſaid, Behold, my be- 
loved Son in whom I am well pleaſed, Whoever 
receives this ſalvation in the power of the holy Spi- 
rit is thereby made fruitful in love and loving obe- 
dience to God for it, and being now ſkilful in the 
word of righteouſneſs, his ſteps are ſet and kept in the 
way which leadeth ſtraight and ſafe to heaven. 
This is one of the hymns, which has been conſtantly 
uſed in the church on Chriſtmas day. It is made 
up of prayer and praiſe. And it requires faith and 
gratitude to ſing it well. He that has Rrongelt faith 
will ſing the beſt: Becaufe he will find moit reaſon 
to adore his Saviour God for humbling himſelf to be 
made man, that he might live and die for kim and 
for his ſalvation. May this delightful pſalm exer- 
ciſe and improve our faith, and warm our affections. 
May we ſing it in the Spirit, bleſſing God for all 
his mercies received through the incarnation of Jeſus 


Chriſt. Glory be to him in the higheſt. - Amen, 
and Amen. 


| J. 

HOU haſt been favorable, Lord, 
co thy beloved land, 
For thou reſtoredſt Jacob's ſeed 

from bondage by ſtrong hand. 
p I. | 
The wicked works that they have done 
thou didſt them all remit, _ 
And then didſt hide thy people's fin 

- Cloſely thou cover'dlt it. 


HI. And 


=—S 
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| III. 
And thou thine anger didſt aſſwage 
that all thy wrath was gone, 
And ſo didſt turn thee from thy rage 
with them to be at one. 
IV. 
O Saviour God, do thou then turn 
thy people unto thee, 
Put all thy wrath from us apart 
and angry ceaſe to be. 
V. 
Shall thy fierce anger never end, 
but ſtill be pour'd on us, 
And ſhall thy wrath itſelf extend 
unto all ages thus? 
VI. 
That in thee may thy people joy 
wilt thou not us revive? 
Shew us thy mercy, Lord, to us 
thy great ſalvation give. 


- 


f 
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Chriſtmas Day. 
PSALM LXXXV. 


See the title to the former part, p. 171. 


I. 
1 hear what God the Lord doth ſay, 
to his he ſpeaketh peace, 
And to his ſaints, and they ſhall not 
return to fooliſhneſs. 


II. 
Surely his Jeſus is at hand 
to ſuch as do him fear, 
That his great glory in our land 
may dwell and flouriſh there. 
| III. 
Mercy and truth in him ſhall meet 
in one to take their place, 
And righteouſneſs hath kiſſed peace 
in him they ſhall embrace. 
IV. 
When he the truth ſhall from the earth 
ſpring up moſt pleaſantly, 
Then righteouſneſs with loving face 
ſhall look from heaven moſt high. 


V. 
Yea, what is good the Lord ſhall give, 
our land ſhall yield increaſe ; 
Juſtice to ſet us in his ſteps 
hall go before his face. 


 P$ALM 


1 


PS ALM XLV. | 


In this hymn the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is celebrated for 
his beauty, for his majeſly, and for the eternal glory 
of his kingdom. The happy ſouls, whom he draws 
to love him by his word and Spirit, are here ſpoken 
of as his bride, united to him in a bond of affection 
never to be broken. The mutual love of this hea- 
venly bridegroom and his bride 1s here treated of. 
His affection to her 1s altogether wonderful: But 
never to be more admired, than in the miracle of 
this day. It was the admiration and the joy of an- 
els. Although he took not on him their nature, 
bac ours; yet they had their ſong ready to welcome 
him into our world. O that we were as ready to- 
day. We have more reaſon, than they had ; let us 
try to ſing in as high a ſtrain of praiſe. O for hearts 
to love him, not as he deſerves; that cannot be, but 
as far as we can, If Chriſt be indecd formed in us, 
his birth-day ſhould excite in us every grateful ſenti- 
ment: And we ſhould now bring him our offering, 
ſome fruit of our new birth, even a ſong of praiſe.to 
God manifeſt in the fleſh. May we ſing of this his 
marvellous love to-day, and for ever. 


bs 
N Y heart doth take in hand 
a godly ſong to ling, 
The praiſe that I ſhall ſhew therein 
pertaineth to the King, 


II. 
My tongue ſhall be as ſwiſt 
his honor to indite 
As 1s the pen of any ſcribe 
who uſcth faſt to write. 


III. O 


1 


III. 
O faireſt of all men 


thy lips with grace are pure, 


For God hath bleſſed thee with gifts 


for ever to endure. 

IV. 
Thy royal ſeat, O Lord, 
for ever ſhall remain, 


The ſceptre of thy kingdom doth 


all righteouſneſs maintain. 

V. 
Becauſe thou didſt love right 
and didſt the ill deteſt, 


Therefore hath God anointed thee 


1 


with joy above the reſt. 


AFT ERN O ON. 
PSALM XIX. 


his is another Chriſtmas hymn. It treats of the 


glory of the Lord Chriſt, as diſplayed in the works of 


nature, and in the word of grace. The material 


heavens are a record of his glory, wiſdom, power, 
and goodneſs; but eſpecially the ſun in the heavens 
is the iaftituted emblem of the uncreared light: In 
them hath he ſet a tabernacle for the ſun, which re- 
preſents Chriſt's tabernacling among us in a body of 
fleſh; and as the ſun communicates light, life, and 
every material blefiing through the world, fo Chriſt 
communicates light, and life, and every ſpiritual 
bleſſing through his ſyſtem. He is as delighted as 
any happy bridegroom, as able as any ſtrong man to 


run a race, to ſend out his light and his truth into 
945 all 
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all lands, and his words unto the ends of the world ; 
by which he why his people to believe in him and 
to rejoice in his ſalvation, * If he has made his word 
effectual by the power of his Spirit, then we know 
the meaning of this ſweet hymn, and can ſee its ap- 
plication to the ſubject of this day. May this glo- 
rious ſun of righteouſneſs now ariſe upon our hearts 
with his bright beams, and give us clearer know- 
ledge of the great myſtery of godlineſs, God mani- 
feſt in the fleſh. Thus our faith will increaſe, and 
we ſhall ſing of his love with growing gratitude, 
May our ſong of praiſe be lengthened out, till in 
his light we ſee and enjoy the light of life everlaſting. 


| . | 
THE heav'ns and firmament on high 
do wondrouſly declare 
God's glory and omnipotence, 
his works and what they are. 
| IE. 
The wond'rous works of God appear 
by ev'ry days ſucceſs, 
The nights likewiſe which their race run 
the ſelf ſame thing expreſs, 
| III. 
There is no ſpeech nor tongue to which 
their voice doth not extend, 
Their line is gone through all the earth 
their words to the world's end. 
IV. 
In them the Lord made for the ſun 
a tent of great renown, 
Who like a bridegroom ready trimm'd 
comes from his chamber down, 


V. And 


1 


. 
And as a giant he ſets out 
upon his work apace, 
He ſtops not till he has perform'd 
and run his glorious race. 
VI. 
From heav'ns end is his going forth 
circling to th' end again: 
And there is nothing from his heat 
that hidden doth remain. 


St. Stepben. 
PSALM LXXII. 


I. 
G0 taketh pity on the poor, 
who are with need oppreſt, 
He doth preſerve them evermore 
and bring their ſouls to reſt. 
II. 


Both from deceit and violence 


their ſouls he ſhall ſet free, 
Alſo their blood which ſhall be ſhed 
precious to him ſhall be. 


GLeRIA PATR1, 
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St. Jobn. 
V 
O Greatly bleſt the people are 
the goſpel ſound who know, 


In brightneſs of thy face, O Lord, 
they ever on ſhall 80. 


They in thy name hall all the day 
rejoice exceedingly, 

And in thy righteouſneſs ſhall they 
exalted be on 3 


Becauſe the glory of their ſtrength 
doth only ſtand in thee, 
And in thy loving favor ſhall 


our pow'r exalted be. 


' anocents 


SN G praiſe, ſing . unto > the Lord 
who rideth on the ſky, 
Extol the great Jehovah's name 
and him till magnify. 
H. 
The ſame is he that is above, 
within his holy place, 
That Father is of fatherleſs 
and judge of widows caſe. 
1 
Houſes and iſſue both he gives 
unto the comfortleſs, 
He bringeth bondmen out of thrall 
and rebels to diſtreſs. 


\ 2160 J 
: Iniocents Day. 
| PiA. LXVIII. 
| 


The 
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The Sunday after Chriſtmas. 
| Ps aim. XIX. 


We ſang the firſt part of this pſalm on Chriſtmas day, 


which treats of the glory of the Lord Chriſt, as it is 
diſplayed in his kingdom of nature: This ſecond 

art treats of his kingdom of grace, What the ſun 
13 in the natural world, that is Chriſt in the ſpiritual, 
The volume of nature ſhews his glory, but never 
ſavingly, autil it be explained by the volume of re- 
velation. This is ſuch a light to the ſoul, as the 
other is to the body: And this is here ſet forth by 
fix names, to which fix effects are aſcribed. The 

oſpel of Chriſt conſidered as his law converts the 
oul, as his teſtimony it makes wiſe, as the ſtatutes 
of the Lord it rejoices the heart, as his command- 
ment it enlightens the eyes, as the fear of the Lord 
it endures for ever, as the judgments of the Lord it 
is true and righteous altogether: On theſe accounts 
it is commended for its value, far above gold, and 
for its ſweetnefs, ſweeter than honey, and for its 
uſefulneſs, in keeping of it there is gieat reward. 


O that the light of the goſpel may ſhine upon all our 


hearts, ſo as to produce thoſe gracious effects. Lord 
bleſs it this day. May we find ſuch joy and peace 
in hearing and believing. it, that all within us ma 

bleſs the name of our incarnate God. While we 
ſing his praiſes may he give us good reaſon to hope, 
that we ſhall ſoon praiſe him better, when we ſhall 
{ce him face to face, 


J. 
GOD law is perfect and converts 
the ſoul in ſin that lies, 
God's teſtimony is moſt ſure 
and makes the ſimple wiſe. 


1 2 II. The 
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II. 
The ſtatutes of the Lord are right, 
and do rejoice the heart, 
The Lord's command is pure, and doth 
light to the eyes impart. 
III. 


4 Unſpotted is the fear of God, 


and ever doth endure, 


The judgments of the Lord moſt true 


moſt righteous are and pure. 

| IV. 
They more than gold, yea much fine gold 
to be deſired are: | 
Than ſweeteſt honey, from the comb 
that droppeth, ſweeter far. 

„ 

Moreover they thy ſervant warn 
how he his life ſhould frame : 
A great reward provided 1s 
tor them that keep the ſame. 


PsaLm CX. 


This is another of our Chriſtmas hymns. Its applica- 
tion to Chriſt is ſettled by infallible authority, It 
deſcribes his nature, God-man, David's ſon and yet - 
David's Lord, his kingdom, his prieſthood, and his 
government in SE his church, and in con- 
quering his enemies, and laſtly the way in which 
theſe effects were produced, the ſufferings of Chriſt 
and the glory that ſhould follow. So that this pſalm 
is a ſummary of the whole goſpel. 


The 
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The greateſt part of it has been already fulfilled in his 
own perſon as the head, and in his members, many 
of whom are now round his throne, and many now 
upon earth have been made a willing people by the 
goſpel, which is the ſceptre of his power—they be- 
lieve in the ſacrifice of their great high prieſt, and 
they rely upon the arm of Coord their righteouf- 
neſs, their great Melchizedek, and if he ſhould 
make them drink of the brook in the way, as he did, 
et being his redeemed, they may ſing in faith and 
Love of his lifting up their head. His croſs is his 
way to his crown, May the bleffed proſpect raiſe 
and purify our affections, that we may delight to be 
aſcribing to him all the honor of our ſalvation, May 
every heart bleſs him to day: yea may we now join 


all thoſe in heaven and earth, who are giving glory 
to God and the Lamb. | | 


| J. 
EHOVAH ſaid unto my Lord, 
ſit thou at my right hand, 
Till I have made thy foes a ſtool 

whereon thy feet ſhall ſtand. 


\ IT, 
The Lord ſhall out of Sion ſend 
the ſceptre of thy might, 
Amidſt thy greateſt foes ſhalt thou 
be ruler in their ſight. 
III. | 
And in the day on which thy reign 
and great pow'r they ſhall ſee, 
Then ' will-offerings ſhall all 
thy people give to thee. 


I 3 IV. Yea - 
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8 
Vea with an holy worſhipping 
then ſhall they offer all, 


As num'rous as the drops of dew 
which in the morning fall. 


AFTERNOON. 
PS ALM. CX. 


I. 
Tun Lord hath ſworn and never will 
repent what he doth ſay, 
By th? oder of Melchizedek 
Thou art a prieſt alway. 
IT. 
The 1 and mighty Lord, 
who ſits at thy right hand, 
Shall in his day of wrath ſtrike thro? 
kings that do him withſtand. 
III. 
He ſhall among the heathen judge 
he ſhall with bodies dead 
The places fill, o'er rebel lands 
he ſhall wound ev* ry head. 
7 IV. 
And he ſhall drink out of the bona 
that runneth in the way, 
Wherefore he ſhall lift up on high 
His * head chat . | 55 
The 
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The Circumciſion of Chriſt, 
PSALM XXXIX. _ 


This is now-year $ . How! mort! is life ? Its conti- 
nuance how uncertain? Eternity is at hand. How 
careful then ſhould we be to make a good uſe of 
theſe flying moments, that when they are run out, 
we may be happy for ever, We have here the pro- 
phet's meditation upon this ſubject. May his 
thoughts be ours to-day. O that his prayer may be 
made by every one of us. May the Lord teach us 
ſo to number qur days that we may apply our hearts 
to ſaving wiſdom. How happy are they, whom the 
Lord has made wiſe unto ſalvation! How thankful 
ſhould they be, who can place the confidence of 
their hearts in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and can fing 
with the prophet, Truly my hope is even in thee. 


J. 
MINE end and meaſure of my days 
O Lord unto me ſhow, 
What is the ſame; that I thereby 
my fan well may know. 


II. 
Lo, Wen my days an hand breadth mad'ſt, 
mine age is in thine eye, 


As nothing: ſure each man at beſt 
is n vanity. 


III. 
Sure ch man walks in a vain ſhow, 
they vex themſelves in vain : 
He heaps up wealth and doth not know - 
to whom 1 it ſhall pertain. 


I 4 IV. And 


8 Ta y 
C3 
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IV. Id.” 
And now, O Lord, what wait I for ? 
what help do I deſire? 
Truly my hope is ev'n in thee, 
I nothing elſe require. 


Psaium XL. 


St. Paul has opened the meaning of this pſalm, and has 
proved that it treats of the Lord Chriſt, as becoming 
fabjeR to the law for man. When ſacrifices could 

not take away fin, he came to take it away by his 
own ſacrifice, and therefore he was circumciſed, and 
made under the law to redeem them that were under 
the law. By his life and death having perfectly done 
the will of God he became the author of eternal ſal. 
vation. 

Here is the object of our faith—Chriſt God-man keep» 
ing the law, and ſuffering its penalties for his people. 
Here is their matter and ground of rejoicing, that 
he is the end of the law for begebe to every 
one who believeth. As this truth is received, the 
conſcience 1s at peace with God, and hope in God 
revives. May we glorify Jeſus this day, finging of 
and rejoicing in that love, which led him to be cir- 
cumciſed and obedient unto the law for man: For 
this ineſtimable mercy may he have honor and glory 
and bleſſing and — from us to day and for ever. 


15 
NO ſacrifice nor offering 
didſt thou at all deſire, METS 
Mine ears thou bor'd: ſin-off ring thou 
and burnt didſt not require. 


II. Then 


K = wy 7 F =. * * 1 _ * * * 
* | * - 
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| II. | | , 

Then to the Lord theſe were my words, 
I come, Behold and ſee, 
Within the volume of thy book 

it written is of me, 

| III. 
To do thy will I take delight 

O thou my God who art, 
Yea that moſt holy law of thine 

I have within my hearr. 


— 


GrLoRIA PATRI. 


The firſt Sunday after the Epiphany. 


PSALM LXVL 


We call this Epiphany, which means the riſing of the 
ſun of righteouſneſs upon the Gentiles. It is through 
the tender mercy of our God, that Chriſt the day 
ſpring from on high has viſited us, who were fitting 
in darkneſs, and in the ſhadow of death. He brings 
with him light and life, and comfort, yea every 
bleſſing to the ſoul, upon which he ariſes. He opens 
the blind eyes to ſee his marvellous light. And 
ſhining with his bright beams upon the dead finner, 
he quickens him : Shining on ſtill he guides him in 
his way and makes him active in it: never withdraw- 
ing his influence, till the day of glory dawn, and 

that ſun, which never ſets, ariſe upon the ſoul. 


I'5 It 
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It is our preſent fubje& to bleſs God for this diſtinguiſh. 
ng favor. We have the light of his goſpel. Eter. 
nal thanks be to him, we have alſo the power of it, 
O that we may ſing of it to day with thankful hearts, 
The words are ready to our hands, indited for the 
occaſion by the eternal Spirit. May we uſe them in 
faith, rejoicing in hope, and aſcribing in our ſongs 
all the praiſe of this wonderful work to the God of 
our ſalvation, 


1. | 
O ALL ye earth, in God rejoice, 
with praiſe ſet forth his name, 
Extol his might, with heart and voice 
give glory to the ſame, 


IT. 
How wonderful, O Lord, ſay ye 
in all thy works thou art, 
Thy foes for fear ſhall ſeek to thee 
and much againſt their hearr. 
BI.“ 
The men who dwell the earth throughout 
ſnall praiſe the name of God, | 
The fame thereof the world about 
s ſhew'd and ſet abroad. 


IV. 
All folk come forth, behold and ſee- 
what things the Lord hath wrought, 
Mark well the wondrous works that he 
for men to paſs hath: brought. 


PSAIM 


wa 
+, 
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PSA LXVI. 


J. | 
* E people give unto our God 
due laud and thanks always, 
With joyful voice publiſh abroad 
and ling unto his praiſe, 
II. 
Who doth endue our ſoul with life 
and it preſerve withall, 
He ſtays our feet, ſo chat no foe 
can make us ſlip or fall. 
III. 
For thou didſt prove and try us, Lord, 
as men do ſilver try: 
Brought'ſt us into the net, and mad'ſt 
bands on our loins to lye. 
IV. 
Thou haſt caus'd men ride oer our heads 
and altho* we did paſs 
Thro' fire and water, yet thou brought'ſt 
us to a wealthy place. 
V. 
I'll bring mine off rings to thy houſe, 
to thee my vows I'll. pay, 
Which my lips utter'd,, my mouth ſpake; _ 
when trouble on me lay. 


BIR AFTER- 


L wo J 
AFTERNOON: 
PSALM LXVI. 
I. 
COME forth and hearken unto me 
all ye that fear the Lord, 
What he "for my poor ſoul hath done 
to you I will record. 
II. 
Often I call to mind his grace, 
this mouth to him doth cry, 
And thou my tongue make Heedy pace 
to praiſe him joyfully. 
III. 
But if I feel my heart within 
in wicked works rejoice, 
Or if I have delight in fin 
God will not hear my voice. 
IV. 
But ſurely God my voice hath heard, 
and what I do require, 


My pray'r alſo he doth regard 
and granteth my 8 


O let the Lord - our . God 
for ever bleſſed be, 


Who turned not my pray'r from him 
nor yet his grace from me. þ 


* 


E 
The ſecond Sunday after the Epiphany. 


PSALM I. 


The firſt pſalm treats of the fitneſs of Chriſt for his 


work, and of his ſucceſs in it. He was without fin, 
when he came to put away fin; and he was the tree 
of life, in whom believers live as branches, and by 
grace received from him they grow up into him in 


all things, This pſalm ſhould be ſang with faith 


that we are in him, and with a lively hope, that we 
ſhall live on him, and to him for evermore, and then 


we ſhall make ſweet melody in our hearts unto the 
Lord. | | | 


J. | 
THar man hath perfect bleſſedneſs 


who never walks aſtray 


In counſel of ungodly men, 


Nor ſtands in ſinners way 
II 


Nor ſitteth in the ſcorners chair, 


But placeth his delight 


Upon God's law, and meditates 


therein both day and night. 
III. 


He ſhall be like a tree that is 40 R 


planted the rivers nigh, . 


Which in due ſeaſon bringeth forth 


Whoſe top ſhoot ſhall not fade nor fall, 


irs fruit abundantly. 
#6 . 0p 


but flouriſhing . ſhall ſtand, 


Juſt ſo all things ſhall proſper well, 125 


0] 


which this man takes in hand, 3 
© Hp | | PSALM 
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PSALM III. 
F 

The title is, I fſalm for David when he fled from ths 
face of AbJalom, 2 Sam. xv. on which occaſion he 
ſpake by the Spirit concerning the beloved Jeſus, who 

was in like manner to be driven by his own people 
out of Jeruſalem, and was to ſuffer without the gate. 
In this ſituation he expreſſes his perfect confidence in 
God, and prays for deliverance from all his enemies, 
which he found, and we ſhall alſo find through him, 

Whenever we aſk in faith nothing wavering. 

We here ſee how ſafe they are, who live under the care 
of a covenant God; they may lie down in their 
beds, yea in their graves, and fear no evil. May 
we in ſinging experience Tome of this humble confi- 
dence, and with all our hearts aſcribe this and every 
other bleſſing of ſalvation to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


J. 
O LORD, how are my foes increas'd ? 
Againſt me many, riſe: 
Many ſay of my ſoul, for him 
in God no ſuccour lies. 
N 
But thou, O Lord, art my defence, 
on thee my hopes rely, x 
Thou art my glory, and ſhall yet 
lift up my head on high. 
IHK 
When with my voice unto the Lord. 
I earneſtly did rr - 
Then he out of his holy hill _, 
did hear me ſpeedily. 


| 4 1 
x * 8 
* b wi A — — 
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I laid me down, and quietly: 
I lept, and roſe again; 

For I did know*affuredly 

the Lord did me ſuſtain. er 


AFTERNOON. 
Pan, NM. | 


I. 


IF thouſands up againſt me riſe "Te 


I will not be afraid: 


For thou art ſtill my Lord and God 21 bu dk - 


my Saviour and mine aid. | 
| Wh 
Ariſe, O Lord; fave me my God; 
for thou my foes has firuck 
On their cheek-bone, -and thou the teeth 
of wicked men haſt broke. 
III. 
Salvation only doth belong 
unto the Lord above, | 
Who on thy people doſt beſtow: - 
the bleſſing of thy loye. 
IV. 
To. Father, Son, and holy Ghoſt, 
the God whom we adore, 
Be glory as it was, is now, 
and ſhall be evermore. 


] Third 


/ 


* # 


in ſafety, Lord, doſt make. 
o by 


= 

A 

T 

; 

; 

: 
—_— 

8 
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Third Sunday after the Epiphany. 
PSALM IV. 50. 


Believers are here called upon to truſt in the Lord al- 
ways; that they may offer to him through the beloved 
Jeſus the ſacrifice of praiſe continually: for which 
end we ſhould be ſeeking in all means for more ſenſe 
of his favor towards us, an increaſe of which is 
better than all the worlds goods: For it makes us 
live ſafe and happy under the care of God both night 
and day. Bleſſed are they who can ling theſe words 
with melody in their hearts unto the Lord. 


— 
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O FF E R to God the ſacrifice 
of righteouſneſs and praiſe, 


And look that in the living God 


you put your truſt always. 
II, + 
O who will ſhew us any good ? 
Is that which many ſay, 


But of thy countenance the light, 


Lord, lift on us alway, 
5 „ 
For thou thereby ſhalt make my heart 
more joyful and more glad : 
Than they who of their corn and wine 
a great increaſe have had. 
IV. 


- I will both lay me down in peace 


and quiet ſleep will take, 
Becauſe thou only me to dwell 
A PSALM 
* | 


5 
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Ps AL V. + 


This is a prayer of the Lord Chriſt, in which he was 
heard and anſwered. He truſted in God at all times, 
and he was carried through his obedience and ſuffer- 
ings with continual — So will our prayers through 

him find admittance within the veil, and bring down 
every needful bleſſing. Let us aſk in faith nothing 
wavering, and our prayer hearing God will grant us 
our hearts defire, May we ſing with this ſure truſt 
in kis faithfulneſs," | 


w IH. 4 Digi” 444% 
8 IV E e ear unto my words, 0 Lord, 
my meditation weigh: 
Hear my loud ery, my Ring, my God, 
for I to thee will Pray : Sig 


1 


VF nk 
A „ 
Lord thou malt early hear my voice, 
L early will direct 
My prayer to thee, and looking up 
an anſwer will expect; 
.. 
And I will patiently ſtill truſt 
in thee my God alone, 
Thou art not pleas'd with wickedneſs 
and ill with thee dwells none: 
IV. 
Therefore will I come to thy houſe 
truſting upon thy grace, 
And I will worſhip in thy fear 


towards thy ho] — | 
* AFTER 
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AFTERNOON. 


PSALM V. 


e 


J. 


Co ND U c T 'me in "Hy eiohiediilies 
for watchful is my foe, 


Therefare, O Lord make plain, che way, 
wherein IJ ought 1 g0.- : 


. 
g 


And let all thoſe on truſt in . 
with ſhouts their joy proclaim, 
Let them rejoice whom thou prefer 'ſ 
and thoſe who.love thy name. 
1 1 IW 25e 
For, Lord, unto the tighteous man 
thou wilt thy bleſſing yield, 


And with thy grace wilt compaſs {=o 
about as with, a ſhield. . 


* 


145 To! F 


Grora Para. | 
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Fourth Sunday after Epiphany. 
Ps A L M VIII. | 


Our Lord has applied this pſalm to himſelf in Matt. xxi. 
And St. Paul has commented upon it in Heb. ii. 9. 
«« But we ſee Jeſus, who was made a little lower than 
ee the angels crowned. with glory and honor:” He 
has dominion over all creatures and things, which we 
loſt by the fall, and is only reſtored to us under 
Chriſt, In this view he is here conſidered as glorious 
even to admiration, he has the teſtimony of children 
to confute his! enemies, and he has the earth and 


heavens, the ſun, moon, and ftars to magnify him, 


for though he was a little while abaſed below the 
angels in his humiliation, yet he is now crowned 
king of kings, and is ſet over all the works of God: 
His kingdom ruleth over all. The prophet begins 
and ends the pſalm with the fame admiration of the 
ſurpaſſing glory of the name of the Lord Chriſt. May 


we underſtand and enter into the ſpirit of this divine 


hymn. O that we could ſing it to day, as the happy 
ſubjects of ſuch a glorious monarch. May we fo 
truſt in what he did for as, when he was lower than 
the angels, as to expect he will be our friend in his 
high exalted ſtate. | May we in uſing this hymn ad- 
mire the excellency of his great name, and with 


thankful hearts bleſs and praiſe King-mediator to 


day, and for ever, 
if Toi ro j 
OW excellent in all the earth, _ ,. - 
Jehovah our Lord is thy name. 
Who haſt thy glory far advan cd 
Above the higheſt ſtarry frame. 
oy | II. From 


id 


. 
” 
+ * 
—— — ——— — _ 


* 2 — 
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1 
II. 
From infants and from ſucklings mouths 
Fhou didſt a mighty ſtrength ordain, 
For thy foes ſake, that ſo thou mighr'ſt 
Thi avenging enemy reſtrain : 
IH. 
When I look up unto the heav'ns 
Which thine almighty fingers fram'd, 
Unto the moon and to the ſtars 
Which a were by.thee wiſely ordain'd, 
$f | IV. | 
Then ſ. 1. what is man, that we 
Should be remember d ſo by thee ! 
Or what the. Son of man, that thou 
So merciful to us ſhouldſt be | 


{ 


PS ALM VIII. 


I. 
a 1.0 RD, for a little while thou haſt 
Him lower than the angels made, 
With glory and with dignity 5 
Thou haſt crowned 15 royal head. 


Ruler of al thy BN". he is, 
Under his feet thou all didſt lay, 
All ſheep and oxen, yea and beaſts 
Which 1n the open field do ney. * 
HI. Fowls 
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III. 
Fowls of the air, fiſh. of the ſea 
Whatever paſſes thro? the ſame. 
Haw excellent in all the earth 
Jehovah our Lord is thy name 


AFTERNOON. 


PsALM IX. 


This pſalm treats of the wonderful work of God in 
delivering Chriſt from all his enemies, and from 
death eſpecially. A right underſtanding of this de- 
liverance, and faith in it, will lead us to praiſe God 
for it at all times: Becauſe he will give us reaſon to 
ſing of our own deliverance through him from all 
our fins and foes and miſeries : And this will keep 
our hearts in tune to FO the Lord. 


will I fog laud and praiſe, 
And ſpeak of all thy wondrous works 
and them record always. 
II. | 
1 will be glad and much rejoice - 
in thee, O God moſt high, 
And make my ſongs extoll thy name 
above the ſtarry ſky. 
3 
Becauſe my foes are driven back 
And turned unto flight, 
They ſhall fall down and are deſtroy'd 
by thy great pow'r and might. 1 
Fifth 


| 
| 
WITH my * thee, O Lord, 
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Fifth Sunday after Epiphany. 
2741 u IX. 
i 
8 O D is protector of the poor, 
what dase they be diſtreſt, 
He is in all adverſity 
their. refuge and their reſt. 
II. | 
And they that know thy name, in hes 
their confidence will place, 
For thou haſt not forſaken them 
who truly ſeek thy face. 
| III. 
Sing pſalms therefore unto the Lord 
who dwells on Sion hill, 


Among the people make him known 
his deeds record ye ſtill, 


PSALM XIV. 


In this pſalm we e have a humbling view of the ſinfulneſs 
of human nature, as guilty of practical atheiſm, totally 
corrupt and filthy, deſtitute of all good, and ſet upon 
all evil, yea even to perſecute the children of God. 
St. Paul quotes it Rom, iii. to prove that there are 
none righteous in themſelves, no not one, and there- 
fore no fleſh living can be juſtified by any works of 
their own. Whoever is made ſenſible of this corrup- 
tion will find no relief, but in the glorious ſalvation 

mentioned in the laſt part of the pſalm, for which the 

. Prophet prays, and in which he rejoices, | 5 
1s 


EY 


This pſalm ſhould he ſung with a heart felt conviction 
of our guilty ſtate by nature, and with a humbling 
ſenſe of our total helpleſſneſs under it. May the 
Lord the Spirit. thus convince us; and then he will 
ſhew us our need of a Saviour, and having received 
him by faith he will enable us to rejoice in the ſalva- 
tion of our God. The humbleſt heart will enter 
deepeſt into the ſubject of the pſalm, and will there- 
fore ſing it to day with the beſt melody. & 


EM | 1. 37TH T3; Us3 1. N 
TH E RE is no God, the fooliſh men 
do in their hearts conclude, | 
They are corrupt, their works are vile, 
not one of them doth good, ' | 
a 1075-7 7 * 
The Lord beheld from heav'n moſt high 
the whole race of mankind, 
And ſaw not one who ſought indeed 
the living God to find. 
: III. 
They altogether filthy are, 
they all aſide are gone, 
And there is none that doeth good, 
' yea, ſure therè is not one. | 
IV. 
Theſe workers of iniquity 
do they not know at all, 
That they my people cat as bread, 
and on God do not call. 


2 


AFTER. 
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AFTERNOON. 
PSALM, XIV. r 


WII EN thus * rage, then fuddenly 
eat fear ſhall on them fall : 

For God « doth love the righteous men, 

and will preſerve ou all. 


Ye mock the counſel of the poor, 
and caſt upon them ſhame : 

Becauſe they put their truſt in God, 
and call upon' his name, \ 

HI. 

But who ſhall fave thy people, Lord, 

or when wilt thou fulfill _ 

Thy promiſe made to Iſrach 

from out of Sion _ 


For when thou ſhalt — back ago” 
ſuch as were captive led, 
Then Jacob ſhall therein rejoice 


and Ira I ſhall be glad. 


© 


Sixth 


| Sixth Sunday after Epiphany. 


PSALM XVII. 


This is a prayer of the beloved Jeſus againſt his enemies 
and ours, in which he was heard and anſwered: He 
was kept ſafe and carried happily through all oppo- 
ſition, till he had finiſhed the work, which his Father 
had given him to do. By the ſame divine love and 
power all that believe in him are kept, as tenderly as 
the apple of the eye, as ſafely as they can be under 
the covert of covenant faithfulneſs. May we take up 
the words in the confidence of our hearts, and fling 
them rejoicing in the ſure mercies of our beloved. 


I. | 
ORD, in thy paths which be moſt pure 
uide thou me and preſerve, 
That from the way wherein I walk 
my ſteps may never ſwerve 
II. 
For I have call'd on thee, Oord, 
ſurely thou wilt me aid, 
Then hear my prayer, and weigh right well 
the words which I have ſaid, | 
i III. 
Thy wondrous loving kindneſs ſhew 
to thoſe who truſt in thee, 


And fave them from their foes who riſe . "_ 
againſt thy majeſty. 3 2 | | 
| K | IV. O 4 
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IV. 
O keep me as thou wouldeſt keep 
the apple of thine eye, 
And under covert of thy wings 
defend me ſecretly. 


PSALM XX. 


This is a triumphant hymn, in which the work of Chriſt 
is celebrated, and the church of Chriſt glories therein. 
God the Father, according to what is here written, has 
accepted his perſon and his work, and the pleaſure 
of the Lord is now proſpering in his Son's hand. O 

that we could ſing of this moſt bleſſed ſalvation, as 
they did of old in this pſalm : They not only had 
faith in it, but they alſo triumph, and ſet up their 
banners as cenquerors over all their enemies. Thus 
they put honor upon their almighty Jeſus. May his 

Spirit help us to do the ſame this day. May he 
enable us to ling in faith, and to glorify him with 
our lips and lives. 


: I. 
T HE Lord will hear thee in the day 
when trouble he doth ſend, 
And the name of Jacob's God will 
thee from all ill defend: 


G IT. | 
He will thee help ſend from above 
out of his ſanctuary, 
From Sion his own holy hill 
he will give ſtrength to thee. 
| | „He 
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III. 
He will remember all thy gifts, 
accept thy ſacrifice, 


Grant thee thy hearts wiſh, and fulfill 
thy thoughts and counſel wile. 


AFTERNOON. 


PSALM XX. 


I. 
IN thy ſalvation we will joy 
in our God's name we will 
Diſplay our banners; and the Lord 
will all thy prayers fulfill. 


II. | 
Now know I God his Chriſt doth ſave, 
he from his holy heav'n : 
Will hear him, with the ſaving ſtrength 
by his own right hand giv'n. 
III. 
In chariots ſome put confidence 
ſome horſes truſt upon: 
But we remember will the name 
of our Lord God alone. 
IV. 
We riſe and upright ſtand, when they 
are bowed down and fall, k 
The Lord will ſave, and hear the king 
when we on him do call. | 


K 2 Septuageſima 
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Septuageſima. 
PSALM XXIII. 


This pſalm is ſpoken in the character of the good ſhep. 
herd: He expreſſes his perfect truſt in the covenant 
engagements of Jehovah, aſſured that. all would go 
well with him in life in death and in eternity. 
Every word of it has been literally fulfilled to him, 
and it will be literally fulfiled. to all his. When the 
ſheep of his paſture have heard his voice, and are 
enabled to follow him, then they can uſe the ſame 
words, and expect the ſame bleſings. O with what 
thankful hearts ſhould they extol their good ſhepberd, 
when it is given them to receive his words without 
doubt or wavering—** My ſheep, ſays he, hear my 
„ voice, and I know them, and they follow me: 
« And I give unto them eternal life, and they ſhall 
«© never periſh, neither ſhall any pluck them out of 
«© my hand. They hear, they believe, they rejoice. 
Safe under the paſtoral care of his loving heart and 
faithful arm, they can ſing with gratitude of the dear 
ſhepherd and biſhop of their ſouls; May he be glo- 
riſied in our ſong this day. | 1 | 


1 


N J. 
EHOVAH my good ſhepherd is 
and he who doth me feed, 
How can I then lack any thing 
whereof I ſtand in neec. 


1 
He fruitful paſtures doth provide 
where J do ſafely lie, 


And after leads me to the ſtreams 


which run moſt pleafantly. ER 
; : | III. My 


a 
III. 
My ſoul he doth reſtore again, 
and me to walk doth make, 
In the plain paths of righteouſneſs 
ev'n n for his own name 8 es 


| Th Þ 3 * 4 1 
Fin en. 


Ves. the I walk 1 WO of death, 
yet I will fear no ill, 

Thy 5 and ſtaff do comfort me 
and thou art with _— ſtill, 


My table thou haſt farniſhed 
in preſence of my foes : 

My head with oil thou doſt anoint, 
and my cup overflows. 

III. 

Goodneſs and mercy all my life 
ſnall ſurely follow me, 

And in God's houſe for evermore 
my dwelling place ſhall be. 

BY, 

To Father, Son, and holy. Ghoſt, 
the God whom we adore, 

Be glory as 1t was, 1s now, 
and ſhall be evermore. 


K 3 


* 
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AFTERNOON. 
PSALM XXV. 


This is a prayer for deliverance from ſins and enemies. 
It is to be ſung in faith: And the anſwer is to be 
waited for with patience. For the Father will hear 
the petitions of all thoſe, who aſk in his Son's name, 
and will grant them their hearts deſire. We ſhall 
ſing the words aright, if we have a ſenſe of our 
wants, and a dependence upon the faithfulneſs of 


God to give the promiſed ſupply. Aſe this, and ye 
| ſhall have. 


"a 
1 LIFT my heart to thee 
my God and guide molt juſt, 
O ſuffer me to take no ſhame : 
for in thee do I truft. 
* II. 
Let not my foes rejoice 
nor make a ſcorn of me; 
And let them not be overthrown 
who put their truſt in thee. 
III. 
Direct me in thy truth 
and teach me I thee pray, 
Thou art my Saviour and my God 
on thee I wait alway. 
IV. 
Thy mercies manifold, 
O Lord, recall to mind, 
And graciouſly continue till, 
as thou waſt ever kind. 
| | Sexage/ima 


* 
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Sexageſima. 
PS ALM XXV. 


I. 
H E humble God will teach 
his precepts to obey, 
He will direct in all his paths 
the lowly man alway. 


II. 
For all the ways of God 
both truth and mercy are, 
To them who do his covenant 
and ſtatutes keep with care. 
III. 
With thoſe that fear him is 
the ſecret of the Lord, 
The knowlege of his covenant 
he will to them afford. 
IV. 
In ſafety keep my ſoul 
and ſtill deliver me, | 
And let me never be aſham'd, 
becauſe I truſt in thee. 


K 4 PsALM 


PSALM XXVII. 


We have i in this pſalm a lively picture of perfect conf. 

dence in Jehovah againſt all enemies and dangers, 

It is the prayer of es To which he joins his ear. 

neſt deſire to enjoy conſtant communion with Jehovah 
in his houſe and ordinances, _-Blefſed is the man, 
who is in Jeſus, one *GIth>bith und Liviog by faith 
upon him, he may uſe the fame prayer, and expett 
communion in the houſe; and ordinances of God with 
the Father and the Son, 55 the influence of the holy 
Spirit. May we all enjoy this bleſſing, while we take 
up the words, and 4 + 


. \ TON Bf 41 
WHO mould 1 Rear, ince God 1 to me 
ſal vation is and light 7 * 

Since ſtrongly he my life ſopperts, 
what can my ſoul affright! ? 

il. ? 
Againſt me tho? an hoſt encamp, 
my heart yet fearleſs is, 


Tho' war againſt me riſe, I will 


be confident 1 in this.” 

| | III. 
One * I of the Lord deſir'd 
and will ſeek to obtain, 
That all days of my life 1 may 
within God's houſe remain, 

IV; 1+ 
That I the beauty of the Lord 
may behold and admire, 
And that I in his holy place 
may reverently enquire. 
AFTE R- 


- of 
; * 


411 * 


AFTERNOON. 
PSALM XXVII. 


O LORD, inſtruct me in thy way 
to me a leader be 
In a plain path, becauſe of thoſe 
who hatred bear to me. 
II. 
O leave me not unto the will 
of them who are my foes; 
For they ſurmiſe againſt me {till 
falſe witneſs to depoſe. 
III. 
J utterly ſhould faint, but that 
this hope ſupporteth me, 
That in the land of the living 
thy goodneſs I fhall ſee, 


2 IV. | 
* Wait on the Lord thee to confirm, 
and he ſhall ſtrength afford | 
Unto thy heart; yea, do thou wait 
I ſay, upon the Lord. 


»The Lord's anſwer to the foregoing prayer. 


K 5 Auingua- 
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een 
© Drtrnquageſ/imia. 


This is a thankſgiving to the Lord for his ſpecial fa- 
vors in hearing the ſupplication of his Chriſt, and 
in helping him in every time of need, and for the 
favors beſtowed upon his people through faith in 
him : From whence the prophet takes occaſion to 
pray for the continuance of thefe favors. With what 
gladneſs of heart ſhould every one ſing the words, 
who has been made a monument of free grace, and 
who by diſtinguiſhing love can uſe the words to day 
for his own thankſgiving. - O that we may fing them 


to the glory of our God, and to our mutual edifica- 
tion. | 


| 1 ; | 
O render thanks unto the Lord 


how great a cauſe have I ? 
Who heard my prayer for grace, and ſent 
an anſwer willingly. | 


Ts © 
He is my ſhield and fortitude, 
my buckler in diſtreſs, 
My heart rejoiceth greatly, and 
- my ſong ſhall him confeſs. 
III. 
He is our ſtrength and our defence 
our foes for to reſiſt, 
The ſtrength of the ſalvation of 
his on elect by Chriſt, | 
ISS. 4 . 4 ; | IV. Thy 
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IV. 
Thy people and thy heritage 
Lord, fave, bleſs, and preſerve, 
Increaſe them, Lord, and rule their hearts, 
that they may never ſwerve. 


PSALM XXX. 


The title of this pſalm fixes the ſubject. It was to be 
ſang at the dedication of the temple of the beloved. 
The temple was the type of his body, which was 
then in an eſpecial manner dedicated, when it was 
raiſed from the dead. So the apoſtle James inter- 
prets the prophecies relating to the reſurrection of 
Chriit : To this, ſays he, agree the words of the 
« prophets, as it is written, afteg this I will return 
« and will build again the tabernacle of David (not 
« of king David but of the beloved) which was fallen 
« down, and J will raiſe it up.” For which the ri- 
ſen Saviour praiſes in this pſalm, and bleſſes his God. 
Happy for us, if we be rifen through faith in him 
from the grave of ſin. Then we may fing of his re- 
ſurrection in joyful hope of our riſing one day from 
the grave of death, and of our being like him and: 
with him for ever. With this hope may our thank- 
ful hearts now bleſs his holy name. 


1 
L ORD, I will thee extol, for thou 
haſt lifted me on high, 
And over me thou to rejoice 
mad'ſt not mine enemy. 


II. Thou 
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II. 
Thou, Lord, haſt hrought.my.foul, from hell, 
and thou the ſame didit fave ;;; | 
From them, who in the pit do d well 
quick*ning me from the grave. 
III. 
O ye who haye his mercy fung 
ſing praiſe unto the Lord. 
And give untq him thanks, when ou 
his holineſs record. II 


| r 
For but a moment laſts his Wrath, 
life in his favor ee 50,1 fl 9tyg3%: 
Weeping may for a night endure. 
at morn doth joy ariſe. 


AF TE RN O ON. 
P$SAL M XXXI. 


This pſalm is made up of prayer and praiſe. The pro- 

phet prays for deliverance from ſins and enemies, and 
he has a gracious anſwer. Thereupon he encourages 
believers to follow his example, calling upon them 
to admire the Lord's goodneſs, and to truſt in him at 
all times, and then they will always have reaſon to 
praiſe him. We ſhall fing the wards aright if we 
truſt to what Jeſus is to us, our Saviour from fins and 
enemies, and thereby we ſhall know how good God 
is. May we taſt how gracious he is, and bleſs him 


for the wonders, which he doeth for the children of 
* men. 


I How 


How 


And wro 
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\£66Unefs "which thou haſt 
2 up 280 thy children, 


All praiſe and thinks 
for he hath magni 


His wondrous love to me, within 


a city fortify'd. 


'd 


III. Pod 
O love the Lord all ye his ſaints, a 


becauſe the Lord doth 


guard 


The faithful, and he plenteouſly. 


proud doers doth reward. 


Be of good courage, and he ſtrength 


IV. 


unto your heart ſhall ſend, 


All ye whoſe hope and confidence 
do on the Lord depend. 


T 


ugh for AT who truſt 1 in thee 
before the ſons 25 men! 


to the Lord 


in Bf 


— 
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 4Aſp-Weaneſday. * 
P S$ALM XXXII. 


There are none truly humbled for fin, but pardoned 
finners. A ſenſe of fin unpardoned hardens the 
heart and nurfes unbelief; but the feeling of fin in 
the believing ſout melts the heart and makes it truly 
contrite. Then fin is confeſſed aright, Then God 
is glorified for the free forgiveneſs of it. His bound- 
leſs mercy is more prized in the growing ſenſe of 
the exceeding finfulneſs of fin, which 1s followed 
with more hatred to it and more victory over it. 
Of theſe the prophet ſweetly ſings in this pſalm. 
Pavid here deſcribeth the bleſſedneſs of the man, 
unto whom the Lord imputeth righteouſneſs without 
works. He is a bleſſed man indeed. May we know 
it, and ſing of this mercy to day with thankful 
hearts, admiring the exceeding riches of the grace 
of God in his kindneſs to us through Chriſt Jeſus. 


1 J. 
H E man is bleſt whoſe wickedneſs 
the Lord forgiven hath, 
And he whoſe ſin is likewiſe hid 
and cover'd from his wrath. 
II. 
Bleſt is the man to whom the Lord 
imputeth not his ſin, 
And in whoſe ſoul there is no guile, 
nor fraud is found therein. 
III. 
Ye righteous in the Lord be glad, 
in. him do ye rejoice, | 
All ye who upright are in heart 
for joy lift up your voice. 


The 


U 


* 


11 


The firſt Sunday in Lent. 
XR. 


PSALM XXXIII. 


Believers. are called upon by the holy Spirit in this 
triumphant hymn, to praiſe Immanuel for his word, 
and works. By his word he fpake, and all things 
were made: By the ſame word he commands and 
all things ſubſiſt, for they all ſerve him. His will is 
almighty, whether in his word or work. Happy, 
thrice happy they, who believe his word of grace, 
and truſt according to it, that all things are working 
together for their good. Theſe are the righteous, 
who are called upon to ſing this plalm with thank- 
ful hearts, May we be in their number, May the 
Lord the Spirit give us reaſon to day to blefs and 
praiſe our God for his precious love to our ſouls. 


J. 
VE righteous in the Lord rejoice, 
it is a ſeemly ſight, 
That upright men with thankful voice 
ſhould praiſe the Lord of might. 
II. 
Sing to the Lord with a new ſong, 
with courage give him praile : 
Becauſe his word 1s ever true, 
his works and all his ways. 


e | 
For by the word of God alone 
the heav'ns above were wrought, 
Their hoſts and pow'rs every one, 


his breath to paſs hath brought. 


IV. What 


* > 5 
* * 
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IV. 
What he commanded done it was 
at once with utmoſt ſpeed; 


What he doth will is brought to paſs 
with full effect W 1 


The councils of the . folk 
the Lord doth bring to nought, 
He doth defeat the multitude 
of their device and thought: 
| VI. 
But his decrees continue ſtill, 
and ſtand for ever ſure, 
The motions of his-mind and will 
from age to age endure. 


1 PSALM XXXIII. n 


BIESeD are e to whom the Lord 
as God and guide is known, 


Whom he doth chooſe of mere accord 


to take them for his own. 


II. 
Behold, on thoſe who do him fear 
the Lord doth ſet his eye, 
Ev'n thoſe who on his mercy do 
with confidence rely, 


III. Where- 


1 


III. 
Wherefore our ſoub doth hole depend 
on God our {trength/and ſtay, 
He is our ſhield us to defend 
and keep all ill away? 
IV. 
O let thy mercy gracious Lord +1 
ſtill preſent with us be, ob bio t ' 
As we deſire with one accord 1; 1 
only to truſt in hee. 


AF T'E RN O ON. 
PSsALM XXXIV. 


The prophet being in great danger called upon the 
Lord, and he heard and anſwered his petitions: He 
here ſings of his deliverance, and calls upon all the 
redeemed to join in prailing God for his goodneſs, 
and for the wonders which he hath done for them 
and for their ſalvation. ' Whoever has taſted that the 
Lord is gracious has the ſame ſubject of praiſe, and 
may he find his thankfulneſs increaſe, while he is 
with his lips aſcribing to him all his glory. May 
every heart rejoice, and make ſweet melody to the 
Lord, while we are offering up our ſacrifice of 
praiſe, 


| ks V 
Will give thanks unto the Lord, 
and bleſs his name always, 
My mouth alſo for evermore 


ſhall ſpeak unto his praiſe. 


[ 955 ] 


II. | 
I do delight to laud the Lord - 
in heart in ſoul and voice, 
That humble men may hear thereof 
and with me may rejoice. 
III. 
Therefore ſee that ye magnify 
with me the living Lord, 
Let us exalt his holy name 
always with one accord: 


foo IV. 
For I myſelf beſought the Lord, 
he anſwer'd me again, 
And me deliver'd ſpeedily 
from all my fears and pain. 


i 


The ſecond Sunday in Lent. 


PS ALM XXXIV. 


I. 
THE angel of the Lord doth pitch 
his tent in ev'ry place 
To ſave all thoſe, who do him fear 
that nothing them deface. 


II. 
O taſt and ſee that God is good; 
who truſts in him is bleſt. 
Fear God, his ſaints: none that him fear 
_ ſhall be with want oppreſt. 
III. 
The lions young may hungry be; 
and they may lack their food; 
But they who truly ſeek the Lord 
ſhall not lack any good. 


IV. 
The troubles which afflict the juſt 
in number many be, 
But yet at length out of them all 


the Lord doth ſet him free, 


PSALM 


pd 


— 


FR 3 » 


PsaLM XXXVI. 


This pſalm treats - of the corruption of the wicked, 


particularly of their, enmity to the Lord and to his 
ways, and then deſcrib2s the ſpecial loving kindneſs 
of the Lord to his Chrift and to his people. The 
inſtances of this here given contain every bleſſing of 
earth and heaven—ſuch as, fafety to believers under 
the protection of his covenant-love=a'moſt abundant 
proviſion made in his houſe for their ſpiritual food, 
yea for their ſpiritual banquet—light and life flow- 
ing from the only fountain of both to their ſouls— 
and theſe bleſſings ſecured perfectly and for ever to 
all who partake of them by true faith. 


O What a fubjeQ is here of praiſe! May the holy Spi- 


rit apply thoſe precious promiſes afreſh to our hearts. 
We ſhould ſing of them with joy in believing. All 
within us ſhould bleſs the Lord for making ſuch pro- 
miſes, and we ſhould wait for his fulfilling them 
this day. May we in ſinging experience his faith- 
fulneſs, and taſt ſome of his loving kindneſs to our 
n e 


* 


THx mercy is above all things, 


O Lord it doth excell, 


In truſt whereof under thy wings 


the ſons of men ſnall dwell: 
II. 


They with the fatneſs of thy houſe 


ſhall be well ſatisfy'd, 


rom rivers of thy pleaſures thou 


wilt drink for them provide. 


III. Becauſe 


( 2231 


III. 
Becauſe of life the fountain pure 


remains alone with thee: 
And in that pureſt light of thine 
we clearly light ſhall fee. 
| $7 e 
From ſuch as do acknowlege thee 
thy grace ſhall not depart, 
Thy righteouſneſs thou wilt extend 
to men of upright heart. 
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PSALM XXXVII. 
This is a ſweet pſalm, full of motjves to encourage 
| hs of in the Lord, with, promiſes of aſſiſtance 
againſt all oppoſition, and of the deſtruction of all 
enemies, be they ever ſo proſperoùs for a time. 
This pſalm has been fulfilled in the great head of the 
church, and it is daily fulfilling in all his members. 
They truſt in him, and are never Appel 
They find him faithful to his word and promiſe, 
He requires great truſt, and he enables to it: For 
he giveth great grace. May we magnify his faith- 
fulneſs this day. The words to be ſung require ſted- 
faſt reliance upon him. O for ſtrong faith, that we 
may realize the pſalm, and find it made good to us. 
May we make melody with our hearts, as well 3s 
our lips ſinging unto the Lord. "4 


I. IN 


7 
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| I. 
18 God ſet all thy heart's delight 
and look what thou would'ſt have, 
Or elſe canſt wiſh in all the world 
thou needſt it not to crave : 
Caſt both thyſelf and thine affairs 
on God with perfect truſt, 
And then thou ſhalt with gladneſs lee 
th effect both ſure and juſt. 


abs | 


. Reſt in the Lord and patiently 


wait for him: Do not fret 

For him who, proſp'ring in his way, 
ſucceſs in ſin doth get: 

For every wicked man will God 
moſt certainly deſtroy'; 

Bur ſuch as truſt in him are ſure 
the land for to enjoy. 


| 5 


For yet a little while and then 


the wicked ſhall not be, 
His place thou ſhalt conſider well 
yet it thou ſhalt not fee : 
But by inheritance the earth 
the meek ones ſhall poſſeſs : 
They alſo ſhall delight themſelves 
in an abundant peace. 


1 
The third Sunday in Lent. 
PS ALM re 


THE Lord the juſt * s ſteps doth guide 
and all his ways doth bleſs, 
To ev'ry thing he takes in hand 
God giveth good ſucceſs: 
Tho' he do fall, yet he is ſure 
not utterly to ſink: 
For God upholds him wich his hand 
and from him will not ſhrink : 
II. 
For the ſalvation of the juſt 
is from the Lord above, 
He in the time of their diſtreſs 
their ſtay and ſtrength doth prove: 
God evermore delivers them 
from bad men and unjuſt, 
And till will ſave them, therefore they 
in him do put their truſt. 


PSALM XXXIX. 


The prophet here conſidering the ſhortneſs of life de- 
fires to be acquainted with it more practically, in 
order that he may not be buſy about periſhing things 
and forget eternal, but may keep his faith and hope 
fixed on God. This is our one buſineſs in time. 
May we have it well done. Our hope centered on 
God in Chriſt, and our hearts ready to leave the 
world. O for a pilgrim's ſpirit! ſo ſhall we ſing the 
words aright. May great grace be upon us, that our 
affections may now be in heaven, and our converſa- 
tion where Jeſus is ſitting at the right hand of God, 


I. MINE 


* * 


[226 J 


MI. NE end. and — of my days 
O Lord, unto me ſhow, 

What is the fame, that I thereby 

- my, Ker well may know, | 

| lor 7 hh 

Lo, thou my days eich mac 
mine age 1s in thine eye 

As nothing: Sure each man at beſt 
is wholly vanity. 


BI. x Sas 

Sure each man walks in a vain ſhow, 
they vex themſelves in vain : 

He heaps up wealth and doth not know 
to whom it ſhall pertain. _ .. 

IV. 

Therefore O Lord, what wait I for? | 
what help do I defire ? 

Truly my hope is ev'n in thee, \ 

YZ I thee alone require. 


TY g ; ; 
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Ps ALM XLII. 5 a 

This pſalm is a prayer made in great trouble, requeſt- l 


ing ſeaſonable grace to bear it with patience, and 
then keeping down murmuring with the hope of 
romiſed deliverance, waiting with faith until it 
ſhould come. May we thus behave in every trial. 
We always ſtand in need of the light of God's pre- 
ſence with us, and the truth of Nis promiſes made 
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o0d to us: Theſe we ſhould pray for without ceaſ- 
ing, and pray for them in order to keep up conſtant 
communion with God, which may be our ſupport 
under our miſeries, and may be the crown of all our 
comforts, Let us make the words our own, not 
doubting, but that he who has fulfilled them thou- 


ſands of times will now hear and anſwer our prayer 
of faith. © ee 2 | 


| I. 
O Lord, ſend out thy light and truth 
and lead me with thy grace, 
Which may conduct me to thy hill, 
and to thy dwelling place. 
5 II. | 
Then ſhall I to thine altar go 
with joy to worſhip there, 
And with my heart give thanks to thee, 
O God, my God moſt dear. | 
| III. 
Why art thou then caſt down my ſoul ? 
what ſhould diſcourage thee? 
And why with vexing thoughts art thou 
diſquiered in me? 
IV. | 
Still truſt in God, for him to praiſe 
good caule I yer ſhall have, 
He of my perſon is the health, 
my God who doth me ſave, 


ho | The 


[ 228 J 


The fourth Sunday in Lent. 
PSALM XLVI. 


This is a ſong of triumph, in which believers having 
made God in Chriſt their refuge find themſelves ſafe 
from all enemies and dangers. Their God himſelf 
has put theſe words into their mouths, that they 
may truſt, and not be afraid: For when he is their 
ſtrength, What ſhould! ſhake: their confidence? The 
ſinging of this * * has ſtilled many guilty fears, 
and has relieved many aching hearts, When any 
bad news was related to Luther he uſed to fay— 
Come, let us ſing the forty-nxth pſalm, and fear 
nothing. It is indeed a divine antidote againſt the 
greateſt fears. May we experience its truth and 
power by mixing faith with it to-day, May we ſo 
ting, our hearts joining with our tongues, as to find 
no reaſon to fear from any quarter. 


1. | 
OD is our refuge and our ſtrength 
in ſtraits a preſent aid; 
Therefore altho' the earth remove 
we will not be afraid. 


n 

Tho' hills amidſt the ſea be caſt, 
tho* waters roaring make 

And troubled be, yea tho? the hills 
by ſwelling ſeas do ſhake. 

e 

Our God who is the Lord of hoſts 
is ſtill upon our ſide, 

The God of Jacob our refuge 
for ever will abide. 


IV. To 


P % 


3 


IV. 
To Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, 
eternal glory be... 
As was, and is, and ſhall be ſtill, 
to all eternity. 7, RNS; 


PSALM XLIX. 


This pſalm has a moſt ſolemn preface, calling for the | 


attention of all mankind. "The truth to be propoſed 
is equally intereſting- to all forts and conditions of 
men. It is this No man can by any means redeem 
another ; for if he be ever ſo rich or great he cannot 
pay the leaſt farthing for the ranſom of his own ſoul. 
Chriſt, and Chriſt alone is able to pay the full re- 
demption price to 1infiniteyuſtice, and he has paid it. 
O moſt bleſſed truth! All rat believe find redemp- 
tion through his blood. They are led to renounce 
every hope but in his atonement, and it is their ear- 
neſt deſire to love the Lord Redeemer with growing 
affection. May this be our happy caſe. May we 
believe in his redemption, and bleſs him and praiſe 
hi for it this day with joyful lips, and thankful 
earts. . 


5 


| I. 

| HEAR this all people, and give car 

| All in the world that dwell, _ 
Both low and high, both. rich and poor, 
My mouth ſhall wiſdom tell, 
Whoe'er they be that in their wealth 
their confidence do pitch; 
And boaſt themſelves, becauſe they are 

become exceeding rich; Cos 

a L 2 | III. Yet 


| 
| 
| 
F 
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III. | 
Yet none of theſe his brother can 
redeem by any way; 
Nor can he unto God for him 
ſufficient ranſom pay : 
IV. 

His own ſoul's ranſom is too dear, 
paid by him it can't be, 
That ſtill he ſhould for ever live 
and not corruption. ſee. 
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Ps8armM LVI. 


» #' 3-7 


runs thus—** To the beloved who prevailed over the 
py 2 of the congregation regen, a pſalm 
to be engraved upon his mind, when the Phili- 
« ſtines held him fait in Gath :” Hence the prophet 
takes occaſion to ſpeak of the oppreſſion of the belo- 
ved ſeſus from the conſpiracy of Jews and Gentiles, 
of his confidence of victory from the word and pro- 
miſe of Jehovah, and of his obtaining it. Every 
believer may expect the ſame victory, and plead it 
upon the ſame promiſe: Becauſe Jeſus Chriſt con- 
uered, not as a private perſon, but as a ſurety for 
all his people. His victory was theirs. O that we 
may, when ſin or Satan, or wicked men rife up 
againſt ue, put honor upon his word. By truſting in 
it we ſhali infallibly find it fulfilled: Yea, we hall 
rejoice in it, as they that find great ſpoil. May we 
raiſe him to-day for his word and faithfulneſs, and 
lin of them as of a foundation, which cannot pol- 
Y 


fail thoſe who build upon it. | 
y 5 I. HAVE 


* 
| 
-4 


1 6 } 
| . | 
H AVE mercy, Lord, on me I pray, 
for man would me devour : 
He fighteth with me day by day 
and troubleth me each hour. 
IT. We 
My foes do daily enterpriſe 
to ſwallow me outright, 
To fight againſt me many riſe, 
O thou moſt high of might. 
III. 
When they would make me ſore afraid 
with boaſts and brags of pride, 
I truſt in thee alone for aid 
by thee I will abide: 
| IV; | 
God's promiſe I do greatly praiſe, 
O Lord, I truſt to thee, 
I do not care nor fear at all 
what fleſh can do to me. 
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Fifth Sunday in Lent. 


PsaLM LVI. 
| „II. | 
WY HEN I do call upon thy name 
my foes away do ſtart, 
From hence I plainly do perceive 
that God doth take ny part, 


I glory in the word of God, 
to praiſe it I accord. 
With joy Twill declare abroad: - | 
the promiſe of the Lord. 
III. 5 | 
I truſt in God the Lord and 2 
as I before an, 5 
The Lord is my ſure help and ſtay, 
I do not fear for man. 


Prank LVI. 


I WILL perform with heart moſt free 
my vows to God always, 
And I, O Lord, all times to thee 
| wil offer thanks and praiſe 
1 
For thou haſt brought my ſoul from death, 
and thou wilt ſtilf {ecure 
The life thou freely haſt preſerv'd, 
and make my footſteps ſure. 


III. That 


( 833 1 
II. 
That thus protected by thy pow r 


I may thy light enjoy, 
And in the praiſes of my God 
my endleſs days employ. 


AFTERNOON. 
PsalLMm LVII. 


This pſalm is a prayer made in great tronble and in 
great faith. The prophet flees to the mercy and 
truth of God for ſafety and finds it. He thereupon 
blefſes the Lord, and with enlarged heart praiſes 
and magnifies his great deliverer. Man is born to 
trouble. There is no eſcaping it. But Jeſus changes 
its nature, and turns it into a bleſſing. When ſin, 
the cauſe of trouble, 1s pardoned, and the conſcience 
15 at peace with God, then all things work together 
for good, A ſcriptural perſuaſion of this ſets the 
heart at liberty, and the experience of it excites in- 
ward and outward melody. May the Spirit of love 
enable us in faith to flee to our God for refuge in 
every time of need, and then we ſhall fing of his 
mercy and truth to his glory and to our comfort. 


May theſe ends be. anſwered by our ſongs of praiſe 
this day. 


| 3 
BE merciful to me, O God, 

thy mercy unto me 
Do thou extend : Becauſe my ſoul 
doth put her truſt in thee: 


L 4 II. Yea? 


1. 


II. 
Yea, in the ſhadow of thy wings 
my refuge I will place, 
Until theſe ſad calamities 
do wholly overpaſs. 
III. 
My prayer I will cauſe to aſcend 
unto the Lord moft high, 
To God, who doth all things for me 
perform moſt perfectly. 
IV. 
From heav*n he ſhall fend down, and me 
from their reproach defend, 
Who would devour me; God his truth 
and mercy forth ſhall ſend, | 
V. 
Be thou exalted very high 
above the heav'ns, O God, 
And let thy glory be advanc'd 
o'er all the earth abroad, 


Sunday 


N 
Sunday next ki Pre. 5 85 
PAL EH EVI, | 


| nt 
Mr heart is ſet to bleſs the LOfcdd vt 
in him to joy always, 07 o 
My heart would ever well accord 90 
to ſing his FRO _ oh? 


Among the people I wal tell - 0715 
the 3 of my God, 907 MON... 
And ſhew his praiſe that doch excel! | 
in heathen lands abroad, 7200 Nen lis 
III. 

Thy mercy, Lord, is magnify'd' 11 
as far as heav'n is high, m 2066 
Thy truth as high a8 any ſtar,,r 0 0 
that ſhineth in the ſky. n, 
IV. 

Do thou exalt thyſelf, O God, 
above the heav'ns moſt bright, 

Exalted be thro? all the eartn 
thy glory and thy might. 


PSALM LIX. 


The ſubject is the ſame with the foregoing pſalm. A 
prayer—an anſwer—and thankfulneſs for the an- 
wer. Go, and do thou likewiſe. Pray in faith, 
AK; and it ſhall be given. The promiſe cannot fail. 

L 5 o 
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a Call upon me in, the time of trouble, ſo ! will 
« hear thee, (ani thou ſhalt glorify) me.” May he 
get himſelf f glory rom us this day. 


& 33 


* | 
THE ſtrength that does our foes withſtand, 
O Lord, doth come from thee, 
Thou art, O God, my help at hand 
an high tow'r ner me. 


The God of mercies plentifal | 
ſhall me with good prevent, 

My God on thoſe who envy me 
ſhall ſhew me his intent. 

III. 

Of thy great pow'r I'll ſing aloud, 
at morn thy mercy praiſe, 

For thou to me my refuge waſt 
and tower in troublous days. 

IV. 

O God, thou art my ſtrength, Iwill 
ſing praiſes unto thee, 

For God is my defence, a God 
of mercy unto me. 


AFTERNOON. 
PAT LX. 


This is a prayer made in faith. It was heard, and an- 
ſwered. In every diſtreſs we ſhould take the ſame 
method. We ſhould flee to God for refuge, and we 


ſhould 


8 


ſhould always find him a very preſent help. 


His 


2 in Chriſt cannot fail. What he hath ſpo- 


en in his holineſs, he will infallibly fulfill: And 
we put honor upon his word, when we ſo rely upon 
it as to triumph, becauſe of its truth. May we ling 
in this faith, not doubting but it ſhall be done unto 


us according to what, our God hath promiſed. 


| 34. 
TO ſuch, O Lord, as fear thy name, 
a banner thou doft ſhew, + 

That they may triumph in the ſame, 
becauſe thy word is true. 
Ws” * 

That thy beloved people may __ 
deliver'd be from thrall, 
Save with the pow'r of thy right hand 

and hear me when I call. | 
III. 
Give aid, O Lord, and us relieve 
from them who us diſdain, 
The help which hoſts of men can give 
is all but weak and vain. 
IV. 
But thro? our God we ſhall have might 
to take great things in hand; 
He will tread down and put to flight 
all thoſe who us withſtand, | 


| Good 


— 


4E * 
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PSALM XXII. 


„ 
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This pſalm treats of the fuffertngs of Chriſt, and of the 
glory which ſhould follow, by the ſpreading of his 
poſpel, and by the ſetting up of his kingdom in the 

earts of his willing people. Every circumſtance 
here mentioned has gl its accompliſhment in the 
perſon of Chriſt, as the new teſlament has infallibly 
proved, and the reſt is receiving its accompliſhment 
in the preaching of the goſpel, and thereby bringing 
ſinners to believe in a crucifed Jeſus. 
Whoever has found redemption in the blood of the 
lamb will this day adore aud bleſs him. Here is the 
ſubje& of the day indited by the holy Spirit in pro- 
per words. Faith in Jeſus will enable us to apply 
them, and lead us to adore, with all his redeemed in 
earth and heaven, him that loved us and waſhed us 
from our fins in, his own blood, and hath made us 
kings and prieſts to God and the Father: to him be 

lory for ever and ever. Amen—let every creature 
By, Amen. 


a . 
M God, my God, wherefore doſt thou 
forſake me utterly, 

And helpeſt not, when J do make 
my great complaint and cry ? 

5 | 
All day, my God, to thee I cry, 
yet am not heard by thee, 
And in the ſeaſon of the night 


I cannot ſilent be. 


III. All 
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III. 
All that me ſee; laugh me to ſcorn, 
ſhoot out the lip do they, 

They nod and ſhake their heads at me, 
and mocking they c do lay, 1 
| I 11 10 eg M1946 A 155 rang ols 

This man- did tyuſt ir in God a t bee 

_ "would free him by his A | 

Let himadeliver him, ſince” He dam on 
had in him ſuch ebe bas bevole 

175 . 

Then, bee depart not now from me 8 
in this my preſent grief, 4 

Since I have none to de my bes 
my Weh al relief, 0 1 


i 9 


M64 


EF Ex 
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I. 
M Y garments they divided have 
in parts among them all, 
And for my veſture the caſt lots 
to whom it ſhould befall. 
f II. 
Therefore, I pray thee, be not far N 
from me: at my great need, = 
But rather ſince thou art my ſtrength | 
to help me, Lord, make ſpeed. 


* 


5 III. Then 
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_ 
Then ſhall'T to my brethren all 
thy majeſty record. 
And in the church ſhall praiſe the name 
of thee the living Lord. 


AFFERND O N. 
PS ALM XXII. 


J. 
WITHIN the congregation great 
my praiſe ſhall be of thee, 
My vows before them who him fear 
ſhall be perform'd by me. 


II. 
The meek ſhall eat and ſhall be filPd, 
they alſo praile ſhall give 
Unto the Lord, who do him ſeek : 
your heart ſhall ever liye. 
III. 
The coaſts of all the earth ſhall praiſe 
the Lord, and ſeek his grace; 
The heathen folk ſhall worſhip all 
before his os face. 


The kingdom RO heathen folk 
the Lord ſhall have there!ore, 
And he ſhall be their governor 
and king for evermore. 
3 Eaſter 
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Eaſter Sande. 
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PSALM CXVIII. | 
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This is a day big with wonders. Chriſt the Lord is 
riſen. He has put away fin, has ſubdued Satan, and 
death, and all, our enemies, and we are met to 
ſhare with him in his victories, Here is an Eaſter 
hymn, to be ſung with thankſgiving to our triumph- 
ant Jeſus, It treats, as the new teſtament abun+ 
dantly ſhews, of his ſufferings, his reſurrection, and 
of his entrance into his kingdom, whereby he be- 
came the head ſtone of the corner, uniting both 
Jews and Gentiles into one ſpiritual building. I have 
ſelected a paſſage out of it for the preſent exerciſe of 
our faith and pratitude, Its ſenſe is fixed by our 
Lord and his apoftles. It we underſtand it as they 
did, and believe Chriſt to be riſen for our juſtifica- 
tion, we cannot but bleſs him, and praiſe him this 
day, reckoning ourſelves to be dead indeed unto fin, 
but alive unto God in Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. May 
we ſing with hearts alive to him, triumphing in his 
complete and eternal ſalvation. 


F. x 

F H E. ſtone which formerly among 
the builders was refus'd, 
Is now become the corner ſtone 
and chiefly to be us'd. 
| IT. | 

This was the mighty work of God, 
it was the Lord's own fact, 
And it is wondrous to behold 
this great and noble act. 
oe | III. This 
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III. 
This is the joy ful day indeed 
which God himſelf hath wrought, 
Let us be glad and joy therein, 
in voice in heart and thought. 


IV. 
Thou art my God I will confeſs 


and render thanks to thee, 
Thou art my God and I will praiſe 
thy mercy towards me. 


Ps ALM XVI. 

The words of the pſalm, which follow, are ſpoken by 
Chriſt in faith of his riſin from the dead, and they 
are applied in this ſenſe by the apoſtle Peter: He 

notes them Acts ii. as a proof of f not being poſ- 
üble that Chriſt ſhould be holden of death. Since 
Chriſt the firſt fruits is riſen, To areal} who believe 
in him riſen-already from the grave of ſin, and they 
ſhall'riſe one day from the grave of death; when the 
laſt enemy'fhalt he deſtroyed. In this hope, which 
ſhould be full of glory nod inimonaty? has ought 
to praiſe their'riſen Jeſus, and in'their REN 00 to 47705 
him to day and for ever. 


1 SET the Lord ſtill in my ſight 
and truſt him over all, 

For he doth ſtand at my "ns hand, | 
therefore I ſhall. _ AHT 


Becauſe of this my lian was d 00H 58 

and joy ſhall be expreſt, g hib 

'Ev'n by my glory: and my fic 
in ene ſhall reſt, 


II. Thou 


6.4 1. 


III. 
Thou wilt not leave my ſoul in 7985 | 
becauſe thou loveſt me,; 1 
Nor yet will give thy holy one 
corruption for to ſee be 


IV. 
But wilt ſnew me the pat of life, 
where there is joy more,” s. 
And where at thy right hand there” are 
pleaſures for evermore. | 


AFTERNOON. | 
PAN XVII 


This pſalm is applied to Chriſt in the New Teſtament, 
It treats of his death, his reſurrection, and his king- 
dom, The title explains it-all: for it ſays, the 
pſalm was ſpoken by Chriſt upon his being delivered 
from the power of all his enemies, and from the 
power of the grave, This has been literally fulfilled 
in the perſon of Jeſus Chriſt, We are remembrin 
the fact to day. May it be with thankful faith. May 
the finging of thele lines tend to exite and im- 
prove it, 


'F HE pangs of 4855 did RIPLEY. me 
and bound me ev'ry where, 
The floods of the ungodly men 
did put me in great fear. 
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II. 

The ſorrows and the bonds of hell 
were round about me ſet, | 
And for my life there was prepar'd 

a deadly trapping net. 
III. 
I thus beſet with pain and grief 
did pray to God for grace, 
And he forthwith heard my complaint 
out of his holy place. 


IV. 
He to a place where liberty 


and room was, hath me brought, 
Becauſe he took delight in me 


he my deliverance wrought.. - 
Eaſter Monday. 
PsSAL M II. 

St Jerom fays, he muſt be a very bold man, who would 

dare to give any other interpretation of this pſalm, 

than Peter has done in the Acts of the Apoſtles. He 

and his beloved brother Paul have quoted it ſeveral 

times. It conſiſts of three parts, according to which 
I have divided it. 

Firit, It deſcribes the oppoſition, which the kingdom of 
Chriſt ſhould meet with from the great ones of the 
world, and which would certainly bring deſtruction 
upon their own heads: So Herod, and Pontius Pilate 
and the people of the Jews found it: For 

Secondly, Chriſt is in the Godhead omnipotent apd etcr- 
nal, but as God-man'he had all power in heaven and 
earth committed to him by the decree of the ever- 


. bleſſed Trinity, which took place upon his reſurrec- 
ATA: "1 | * _tion 
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tion, Then as King-mediator he was ſeated a prieſt 
on his throne, until all his enemies death itſelf be 
made his footſtool. 

Thirdly, It being in vain to oppoſe ſuch an 1 almighty 
Sovereign, kings and people are called upon to do 
him homage, to kiſs the Son and truſt in his royal care 
and love: Becauſe all ſuch are bleſſed of the Lord. 

This pſalm ſhould be ſang with faith in his reſurrectio 
that being riſen with 2 we may ſhare in the ble 
fings of his kingdom and glory. Our affections 
ſhoald delight to be, where he is fitting at the riglt 
hand of God, and we mould with grateful hearts 
tes, a our e to our Lord and king, 


W HY aid 1 raiſe 
what rage was in their brain Ff 
Why do the people ſtill eontrive 
a thing that 1 is but yain ? 
a [95h I of figs O 145 17 5 
The kings 5 rule rs of the earen 
— 2 and are all bent 
Againſt the Lord, and Chriſt his Son. 
hom he 1 us fent. 
M,, 9415597 27:8 * : 
Shall we Go bed to ee fag: they, 
let all their bonds be broke, 
And of their doctrine and their law 
let us reject the yoke. | 
| IV. 
But God who ſits enthron'd on high 
and ſees how they combine, 
Does their conſpiring ſtrength defy 
and mocks their vain deſign, 


Eaſter 


[ 246 J 
Zaſter Tueſday. 
PSALM 1. 


OD in his anger fhall reprove 
their pride and ſcornful way, 


And in his fury trouble them 


and unto them 220 lay, 


Tho' madly you 3 my will 


the king whom TI ordain, 
Whoſe throne is fixt on Sion's hill 
ſhall there ſecurely reign. 


fv 


« Attend, O earth, while I 18 


« God's uncontroul'd decree, 
« Thou art my Son, this day my heir 
% have I begarren thee. 


« Aſk and receive by full . 
«© thine ſhall the heathen be, 


„The utmoſt limits of the lands 


4 ſhall be poſſeſt by thee.” 


Wedneſday 


mm a 


* ] 


Wedneſday in Eaſter Week. 
PS ALM II. 


11. 0 5 
8 EE that ye ſerve th moines Lord, 
rulers and kings with fear, 
See that with reverence ye rejoice, 
when ye to Ran _ near. 


Sce that ye homage! pay he kiſs 
the Son without delay, | | 
Leaſt in his wrath ye fuddenly ' 
periſh from the right way. 
pho*b 1 oO” jo" 
If once his wrath but little walt 
be kindled in his breaſt, 1 
Then only they wh& truſt in Win! *. 
ſhall happy be and bleſt. 
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Firſt Sunday after Zaſter. 
PSALMNM LXII. 


The prophet here reſts his ſoul upon God. He has 
been in the foregoing pſalms making many prayers, 
and in this he declares his perfect confidence in being 
heard and anſwered, In this faith he defies his ene- 
mies, andexcites himſelf to continue waiting upon 
God. He rejects all creature ſupports, and relies 
wholly upon the power of the Almighty. This is a 
moſt bleſſed leſion for us. May we learn it of him, 
who has praQtifed it, and who alone can teach it, 
even our great prophet, By his word, and by his 
Spirit he can enable us to truſt him at all times and 
in all caſes, The Lorg give us this faith, The Lord 
increaſe it where it is given, that while we are now 
exerciſing it, we may have freſh reaſon to thank him 
for it. O for an high ſong of faith to day. It 
would redound much to the glory of a promiſe- 
keeping God. May he be greatly exalted, and then 
our ſouls will be greatly refreſhed, in finging this 
plalm. On 


I. 

FPRULY my ſoul with waiting hope 
depends on God indeed, 

My itrength and my ſalvation do 
from him alone proceed. | 


II. 


He only my ſalvation is 


and my ſtrong rock is he; 
He only is my ſure defence, 
much mov'd 1 ſhall not be. 


III. Surely 
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ſoul do * a pend 
Surely my 1o th whole de 
on God my chief deſire, 
From ev'ry ill me to defend 
none but him I deſire, 


DEE K. | 


I. | 
8 OD only my ſalvation is 
and my ſtrong rock is he, 
He only is my ſure defence, 
I ſhall not moved be. 
II. . .* 
In God my glory placed. i is | 
and my ſalvation fure, 
In God the rock is of my "599, i 
my refuge molt ſecure. 
III. 
O put your truſt in him alway 
ye folk with one accord, 
Pour out your hearts to him and ſay, 
our truſt is in the _ 


To Father, Son, * holy Ghoſt, 
the God whom we adore, 

Be glory as it was, is now, 
and ſhall be evermore. 
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Wir 


Ar TER N O 0 N. 


; 


ee. 


nnn 11 inen 


RE L > * men are vanity, 


Sn 
and great men are a lie; 


In Ballance laid, they wholly are 


Usghter than vanity. 
N. hats : 
Truſt not in wrong and ber 
let vain delights be gone, 
Tho' riches in abundance flow, 
Set not your hearts thereon. 
III 
God hath it ſpoken once to me, 
yea this I heard again, 
That pow'r unto Almighty God 
alone doth appertain. 
IV. 

Yea mercy alſo unto thee 
belongs, O Lord, alone: 
For thou according to his work 

wilt reward ev'ry one. 3 
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The ſecond Sunday after Eaſter. 
PSALM LXIII. 


This pſalm contains the holy breathings of the prophet 


after God and his ordinances. He thirſts for the 
means of communion with God, remembering what 
he had formerly found in them, and eſpecially being 
now deprived of them, he longs the more. May 
this appetite be ever keen in our ſouls. May we 
hunger and thirſt night and day after growing fel- 
lowſhip with God. Ir ever we had any taſt of its 
ſweetneſs, we ſhall then have a key to the pſalm. 
Our experience will open it to us. And may we find 
the deſires here expreſſed in our own breaſts, May 
we feel what the prophet did when he ſpake the 
words, and may we ole them to day to quicken the 
ſame deſires in all our hearts. m 


J. 
O G OD, my God, I carly ſeek 


to come to thee in haſt, 


My ſoul and body both do long 


and thirſt of thee to taſt: 
. 


And in this barren wilderneſs 


where waters there are none, 


My fleſh is parcht for thought of thee, 


for thee I wiſh alone: 
III 


| That I thy pow'r may now behold, 


and brightneſs of thy face, 


As I have ſeen thee heretofore 


within thy holy place, 
Ke M IV. Becauſe 


— — — — 
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IV. 
Becauſe thy, mercies far ſurmount 
this life and wretched days, 
My lips therefore ſhall give to thee 
- APE honor and thy praiſe, 


P54 L 15 LXIII. 


1055 while 1 live [ will not "Fail 

| to worſhip thee alwa 
And in thy name I will life up 
my hands when J do pray. 

II. 

Ev'n as with marrow and with fat 
my mouth ſhall filled be, I 
Then ſhall my mouth with joyful lips 
— ſing praiſes unto thee. 

HI. —_ 
When I do thee upon my bed 
remember with delight, 
And when on thee I meditate * 
in watches of the night: 
W. 
In ſhadow of thy wings I'll joy, 
for thou my help haft been; 
My ſoul thee follows hard, and me 
thy right hand doth ſuſtain. 


AFTERNOON. 


PSALM LXV. 


The ſubject of this divine hymn is praiſe. It waiteth for 
God in his Sion. The church will always praiſe him 


for 


k 1 


for pardoning fin, for bringing the pardoned, ſinner 
near to him, aud for fatisfying bim with loving kind- 
neſs, He will ever be glorified for his power to pro- 
tect his church, and for his bleſſings conferred upon 
her, which are in the latter part of the pſalm compa- 
red to the fruitful influences of the rain and ſhinin 
of the heavens upon the earth. The redeemed of 
the Lord know how to fing this hymn. Their praiſe 
is always due, and they wiſh to pay it: They wait 
to do it at all times, but eſpecially when caled upon 
in the great congregation. May we. offer up our ſa- 
crifice acceptably to day, even the fruit of our lips, 


giving thanks unto his name. | 
I. 
RAISE: waits for thee in Sion, Lord, 
to thee vows paid ſhall be, | 
O thou that hearer art of prayer, 
all fleſh ſhall come to thee. 
: | II. 
Iniquities I muſt confeſs 
againſt me do prevail, 
But as for our rebellious ſins 
thou ſhalt forgive 1 all. 
II. | 
Bleſt is the man whom thou doſt chooſe, 
and mak'ſt approach to thee, 
That he within thy courts, O Lord, 
a dweller ſtill may be. 
| IV. 
We ſurely ſhall be ſatisfy'd 
with thine abundant grace, 
And with the goodneſs of thy houſe 
ev'n thy molt holy place. n a 
| | M 2 | The 


F 44 1 
The third Sunday after Eafter. 
Ps A L. 5 LXV. 


Oo GOD our mighty Saviour 
thou in thy righteouſneſs, 
By fearful works unto our prayers 
thine anſwer doſt exprels; 
II. 
Therefore the ends of all the eartn 
and thoſe afar that he £1 
Upon the ſea, their confidence 
will wholly place in the. 
III. 
Who being girt with pow'r ſets faſt 
by his great ſtrength the hills, 
Who noiſe of ſeas, noiſe of their waves, 
and people's tumults ſtills. * 


IV. | 
The folk that dwell throughout the earth 
ſhall fear thy ſigns to fee, 4 
Morning and ev*ning with great mirth 
ſhall praiſes give to thee, 


P SAL M | LXXI. | 


This is the prayer of a perſon in great diftreſs, never- 
theleſs he places his perfect faith and hope in God, 
yea he rejoices in the promiſes of deliverance. Some 


take this pſalm to be a plain prophecy of en De 
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L T4 | 
which his humiliation, and his exaltation are treated 
of. Jerom and Auguſtine are of this opinion. The 
Syriac verſion calls it, A prophecy: of the paſſion 
« and reſurrection of Chriſt.” Through faith in him 
we ſee our intereſt in this pſalm, and can ſing of 
what he did and fuffered, 'of what he was, and is, 
and is to us. The promiſes already fulfilled to him, 
are in him yea, and in him amen to all his mem- 
bers. May we ſing with believing hearts, lovin 
and blefling him for all that he has done for bla 
waiting in joyful hope for the glory that is to be re- 
vealed at the coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


I. 1 
0 LORD, my God, in all diſtreſs 
my hope is whole in thee, 
Then let no ſhame my ſoul oppreſs 
nor once take hold on me: 


II. 
And let me in thy righteouſneſs 
from thee deliv'rance have, 
Cauſe me eſcape, incline thine ear 
unto me, and me ſave. 
III. 
Be thou my dwelling rock, to which 
[ ever may reſort, 800 
Thou gav'ſt commandment me to ſave, - 
for thou'rt my rock and fort. 
| IV. 
Free me my God from wicked hands, 
hands cruel and unjuſt 
For thou, O Lord God, art my hope 
and from my youth my. truſt, 
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AFTERNOON. 


Psa L M | ©, %,4 


I. 
Lon, I with patient hope will wait 
on thee continually, 
And yet with praiſes more and more 
J will thee magnify. 
1: . 
Thy righteouſneſs and ſal vation 
my mouth abroad ſhall ſhaw, 
Ev'n all the day; for I thereof 
the numbers do not know 


III. 
And I will conſtantly go on 


in ſtrength of God the Lord, 
And thine own righteouſneſs, ev'n thine 
alone I will record. 
n 
My lips ſhall much rejoice in thee 
when I thy praiſes ſound, 
My ſaul which thou redeemed haſt 
with joy ſhall much abound. 


The 
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The fourth Sunday after Eafter. 
Ps A L M LXXIII. 


This pſalm treats of a great temptation, arifing from 
the proſperity of, the wicked; from which the pro- 
phet was delivered, by confidering. their end, how 
ſoon they are cut down, and periſh, whereas the 
righteous even in this life are happy in God, and 
moſt happy in him for ever. This he expreſſes for 
himſelf in the words before us, He found God his 
portion, He was ſatisfied. He was thankful, May 
we find the ſame. Truſting to our bleſſed Jeſus, may 
we with ſome comfortable uſe the words for our 
own this day, and may we ſo grow in faith, that 
when heart and fleſh, and life fail us, we may find 

God the ſtrength of our heart and our portion for 
ever. 


a Rp | 
WHAT thing is there, that I can wiſh 
but thee in heav'n above? 
Lord, in the earth there nothing is 
like thee that I can love. 


8 
My fleſh and ſpirit both do fail, 
but God will me reſtore: | 
For of my heart he is the ſtrength 
and portion evermore. 


M 4 III. But 
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III. 

But lo, all ſuch as, thee forſake, 
thou ſhalt deſtroy each, one, 

And thoſe ho truſt in any thing 
except in thee alone. 

IV. 

Therefore will I draw near to ißt | 
and ever with him dwell, 

In God alone I put my truſt, * 
his wonders I will tell. * 


11: vo 
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%%% e19bnow yi 
The prophet here gives thanks, to God for. hearing his 
prayer, even when he had been tempted to queſtion, 
whether God had not ſhut his ears, and would not 
vouchſafe him a gracious anſwer, He finds the ten- 
der mercies of his God ſtill the ſame : And therefore 
he reſpiyes to meditate on the wondrous works of 
God, and his dealings with the children of men, 
for the increaſe of his Faith and for the exerciſe of his 
thankfulneſs. Here is great encouragement to pray 
and praiſe, May this example ſtir up both. May 
we ſing the words in faith, and that will certainly 
exeite gratitude. We ſhall find the ears of our God 
open to hear aur requeſts, and he will give us reaſon 
"" 20 lor wm: . | 


; 1. 

1 WITII my olds to God tia! oy, 
ho. lent a gracious ear, 
My voice I lifted, up to God, 
and he my pray'r did TOI 
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ae i | 
will remember the great works 
performed by the Lord. | 
The wonders done of old by thee 
I gladly will record. 
III. 1 
I alſo will of all thy Wos OO 
my meditation make, | 
And of thy doings to diſcourſe 
great pleaſure I will take. 
IV. 
Thou art a. God who doſt ſhew forth 
thy wonders every hour, 
And ſo doſt make the people know 
thine own almighty power. 


A F T E R N O ON. 
PSALM LXXIX. 


The church here is in great affliction, and God delays 

to help. This makes prayer more fervent, and eſpe- 
cially for the pardon of thoſe fins, which were the 
cauſe of the preſent afflition. Every day we aſk 
forgive us our treſpaſſes, &c: Becauſe every day we 
want forgiveneſs, a freſh application of the blood gf 
ſpinkling, which having received by faith then we 
can join in praifing God as the” church here does. 
May the ſame merey-excite in us the ſame gratitude; 
and may it be abundant in our hearts this day to the 
glory of a ſin-forgiving God. 


M 5 I. HOW 
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H OW long, La ſhall chine anger laſt ? 
wilt thou ſtill Keep the ſame : 
And ſhall thy fervent jealouſy 
burn like unto a 1 ? 


Againſt us mind nor Char Fins; 
thy tender mercies ſhow, 
Let them prevent us ſpeedily : 
for we're ee very low. 
III. 
For Fr name's glory help us Lord, 
who haſt our Saviour been, ag 
Deliver us for thy name's fake , 
O purge away our ſin, 
IV. 
So we thy flock and paſture ſheep | 
will praiſe thee evermore, 
And teach all ages how ro keep. 
for thee like pratic in ſtore. 


- Toe 


p 


he prophet having taſted that the Lord is gracious, 
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The fifth Sunday after Eater. 


F rr 


Psa im LXXXIV. 


ap 


here expreſſes the fervent deſires of his heart after 
growing communion! with him in the place and 
means of his appointment.“ He vehemently longs 
for public ordmances, and the divine preſence in 
them, ariſing from the ſenſe he had of their happi- 
neſs, who enjoyed thoſe privileges, He prays for the 
Meſſiah's fake to be one of them. This is a very de- 
lightful pſalm. It is adapted to all ages of the church, 
and expreſſes the ſentiments of true believers, eſpe- 
cially if for ſome time they have been kept from the 
ordinances. Bleſſed be God for the means of grace, 
and for his Spirit in them. May we find more of his 
influence in them daily. While we ſing the words 
may he enable us to mix faith with them, ſo that 
every privilege here mentioned may be ours, and: 
may become in experience a matter of praiſe. 


J. 
H O W pleaſant is thy dwelling place 


O Lord of hoſts of me! 


The tabernacles of thy grace 


how pleaſant Lord they be 
3 


My thirſty ſoul longs veh'mently, 


yea faints thy courts to ſee, 


My very heart and fleſh cry out, 


O living God for thee, 


III. O 
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O hey be 10 Wh 5 may d well 
wit houſe. always: 


For they a times thy facts do tell 
and ever give thee ener 


Yea, I 87 ſure, like en re, they 
who nd ſtrength why by art, 

Who to thy 4 do — the way, 
and ek thee with their heart. 


PsAL Y: 0 Is XIV. 


7 Z 


AS * go ia Us aha vale- 


they dig up fountains ſtill, 
That as a ſpring it does at 
and thou their boob. 0h d —_— 


So they from arenen unwearied 90 
ſtill forward unto ſtrength, 
Until in Sion they appear 
before the Lord at length. 
O Lord of hoſts to me give heed. 
and hearken to my cry, 
And let it eome into thine ears 
O Jacob's God moſt Her. 


* 4 
* bo 


* 
. 
| ; 
F 

8 


. o 


* * — * Et F "CS 7 
# A * „ . 


} * 
N 
I 
5 


"i e 1 


O God our ſhield af 195 ob. grace. 
look on me and dra 681 | 
Behold me in the lovely face 
of thine anointed dear. 


BuLi bald 8 
PSALM LXXXIV.. 


4 J. 
ö O L ORD, within thy courts one day 
C is better to abide, 

| Than other where to dwell or ſtay 


. a thouſand days beſide: 

J = II. 
Much rather had I keep a door 

I within the . houſe of God, 5 
. Than in the tents of wickedneſs 

3 to ſertle mine abode. 

I Lt. 

For God the Lord, our ſun and ſhield, 
1 will grace and glory give, 


And no good thing will he withhold 
from chem Who purely live. 
IV. Y: 
O Lord of hofts that man is ble, 1 
and proſp'rous ſure is ge, 
Who is perſuaded in his breaſt 
to truſt all times in thee, 


, 


Aſcenſion 
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Aſcenſion Day. 


PsALM XXIV. 


In this pſalm the holy Ghoſt by the mouth of David de- 
ſcribes the Lord Chriſt, the maker of all worlds vi- 
ſible and inviſible. He gives us the character of 
this univerſal king, as he was God manifeſt in the.. 
fleſh: And then relates the fulfillment to him of, 
every covenant engagement. After he had drank 

| of the brook in the way his head was lifted up. He 
aſcended up on high leading captivity captive, and 
went with great triumph into his kingdom. This 3: 
deſcribed in language worthy of the author and of 
the ſubject. The ideas are truly ſublime. The 
king of glory is ſet forth in a manner ſuited to excite 
che faith and to warm the affections of his people. 
May the divine inſpirer of this hymn open our hearts 
to receive the king of glory, that we-may be happy 
in finging his praiſes to-day and for ever, 


33 
VF gates and everlaſting doors 
lift up your heads on high, 
Then ſhall the king of glory come 
ent'ring triumphantly. 


II. 
But who of glory is the king? 
the mighty Lord is this, 
Ev'n that ſame Lord, who great in might 
and ſtrong in battle is. 


III. Ye 


[ 263 ] 


| | III. 
Ye gates and everlaſting doors 

lift up your heads on high, 
Then ſhall the king of glory come 

ent'ring triumphantly. oh © 


| | 8 
Who is the king of glory? Who? 
the Lord of hoſts renown'd, 
Of glory he alone 1s king, 
who is with glory crown'd. 


PSALM XLVIL 


This pſalm deſcribes the kingdom of Chriſt, which 
ruleth over all, Gentiles as well as ſewy: for they 
are both here called upon to acknowlege his fo- 
vereignty and to rejoice in it. He is aſcended up. 
on high: he has all power in heaven and earth to 
gather together, and to protect his people, and he 
will give them reaſon to praiſe him for ever and ever. 
'This hymn was written to excite their joy in the 
Lord, Every word contains matter of praiſe, and 
ſhould lead. them to rejoice in their God and king, 
May we take up the hymn in faith, that as he is. 
aſcended into the heavens, ſo we may alſo in heart 
and mind thither aſcend, and may dwell to-day with. 
pure delight on the ſubje& of his. praiſes, joining 
all his redeemed in exalting, as highly as we can, 
the great king of heaven and earth. 


| 1. 
OUR God aſcended up on high: . 
with ſhouts of joyful noiſe, 
The Lord goes up above the ſky 
with trumpets royal voice. 


II, Sing 
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II. 
Sing praiſes to our God, {ing praiſe, 
ſing praiſes to our king, ö 
For God is king of all the earth, 
all {kilfut praiſes ſing. a 
ah 4 
God o'er the heathen reigns and ſits 
upon his holy throne; 
The princes of the people have 
themſelves join'd ev'ry one 
-: IF 5 
To Abram's people: For our Gd 
who is exalted high, 
As with. a buckler doth defend 
his church continually... :. 
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Sunday offer ider Dig 
PSAL 11 XLVII. "= ; bow | 


b 36s: 


FP (11 Vo ein nogQqt 
VEP E. 98 all with one accord 9 511 
clap hands, ſhout and rejoice, 
Be glad x ſing unto the Lord 
with ſweet and 2 voice. 


0 LJUL 


For high he is and to e fear d. id 2 
his wonders manifold, 
A mighty king he is likewiſc 
in all the world extolPd. + 25 
Mk; * 
The heathen people under us | 
he ſurely ſhall ſubdue, 
And all the nations he ſhall make 
under. our feet to bow. 


GLORIA PATRI. 


Ps S ALM XCII. 


This pſalm deſcribes the kingdom of the Lord Chriſt. 
It is ſhort, but full; containing the praiſes of his 
1 for its majeſty, power, and holineſs. 

Theſe are celebrated from ſome of his royal acts, 

uch as his eſtabliſhing the courſe of nature, _ pg 

oy 
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which it cannot be turned by any hand, but his 
own, and his eſtabliſhing his church upon a rock, 
= which let the multitude” rage, and the hoſt; 
of hell combine, yet ſhall they not prevail. His 
throne is from everlaſting, out of the reach of all 
oppoſition. His church mall find his teſtimonies 
faithful in every word, and he will according to his 
teſtimonies keep-it by Bis mi mighty power, till it be 
perfected in bolineſs for evermore. 

The ſubjects of this kingdom, partakers of righteouſ- 
neſs, peace and joy in the holy Ghoſt, are here 
called n to ſing the praiſes of their ſovereign 
Lord. eb becometh them well to be thankful. Every 
expreſſion of gratitude is their privilege, and the ho- 
mage which he requires of them, May our hearts 
adore him and bleſs him, while we utter his praiſes 
with our lips. O holy and eternal me 0 
Jeſus in our _ this day. 


LY 


I. 
TER Lord Jock reign and cloath'd i is he 
with majeſty moſt bright, 
His works do ſhew him cloath d ro be, 
and girt about with bs. ah : 


The Lord alſo the * hath Wade 
and formed it moſt ſure, 

No might can make it change its courſe, 

at ſtay it doth endure, 

II. | 

Or eer the earth was made or wrought 

thy throne was ſet before, 
1 all time that can be thought 
thou haſt been evermore. 

AEDs AFTER- 
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AFTERNOON. 
PSALM. XCIII. 


THE floods, O Lord, have lifted up. 

| have lifted up their voice, 

TRE floods haye lifred up their waves, 
and made a mighty noiſe; | 


II. 
But yet the Lord who is on bien | 
is migbtier by far, 
Than noiſe of many waters is 
or greateſt billows are. 
| _ 
Thy teſtimonies ex- ry one 
in faithfulneſs — 72 
And holineſs for ever Lord | 
within thine houſe, doth dwell. 
IV. | 
To Father, Son, and holy Ghoſt, 1 
the God whom we adore, 
Be glory as it was, is now, 
and ſhall be evermore. 


( eo ] 


* ! Whitftenday, 
Paaim LXVIII. 


This is a aefeription of t the vigory of Jeſus over all his 
enemies and ours. Having conquered fin, and the 
world, and Satan, and having triumphed glorioully 
over death and the grave, he aſcended on high lead- 
ing captivity captive, and he received gifts tor men, 
which he beſtowed upon them abundantly on the day 
of pentecoſt. Then he demonſtrated that he was 
head over all things to the church, by giving bis 
miniſters every needful gift and grace gf he holy 
Spirit to gather in his people, and to build them up 
in their moſt holy faith. Still 125 hand is not ſhort- 
ened. He has the ſame gifts for men, yea for the 
rebellious. May he beſtow them on us this day. 
Lord, give us thy Spirit ; that he may teſtify of 
thee to us, and may glorify thee, in us and by us. 
If he has indeed enabled us to receive thee by true 
faith, and we can call thee Lord by the holy Ghoſt, 
may he awaken in us every prateful ſentiment. ay 
we join with, all the church to day in bleſſing the 
Lord the Spirit for bringing us into fellowſhip with 
the Father and the Son. "May he continue and in- 
creaſe this holy fellowſhip, till it be perfeRed in full 
enjoyment of the Father's love in Jeſus, to whom be 
all glory for ever and ever. Amen. 


N 
L E T righteous men in God be "TY 
let , before his ſight 
Be ve ry joyful, yea let them 
reſoice with all their might. | 
II. To 
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II. 
To God ſing, to his name 798 praiſe, 
extoll him with your voice, 
Who rides on heav'n by his name Jah 
before his face rejoice.” © 
III. 
The ſame is he that is above 
within his holy place, 
The father of the fatherleſs 
and judge of widow's caſe, 


14 


EN SN. 811 | IV. f 

Houſes and iſſue both he gives 
unto the comfortleſs, 

He brings the bondmen out of thrall 
and rebels to diſtreſs. 


1 Prat LXVIIL. | 


Tu 0 U didtt, 0 Cord, ech 0 on high 
and captive lead them an 
Who 1 in time paſt thy choſen flock 
In*bondage did enthrall. nemv ohen 
Thou haſt received gifts for men 
ev'n for thine enemies, i 
Unto the end that God the Lord Wo | 
might dwell with them likewiſe, u wal 
I 


W 
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HI. 
Now praiſed be the Land for that 
he pours on us ſuch. grace, 
From day to day he is the God: 
both of our health and peace. 
IV. 


Nie is the God from whom alone 


ſalvation we obtain, 
And to the Lord Jehovah ſhall 
death's iſſues appertain. 


AP; £3 MN: 00% 
PSALM: LXVII. 


; I. 
O * 2 ye kingdoms of the earth 
praiſes to this n 
For hes is 1180 that ruleth all, 
unto him praiſes ſing. 
LID -: 
To him that rides on heav'n of heav'ns, 
which he of old did found, 8 
Lo, he ſends out his voice, a voice 
in might which doth abound. 
_ 
Therefore the ſtrength of Iſrael 
aſcribe to God on high, | 
Whoſe mighty power doth far extend 
above the cloudy ſky. 10 


[ 3 1 


IVA! 

O God for thy great holineſs 

thou'rt fear'd for evermore, 
The God of Iſr'el gives us ſtrength, 
let us his name adore. 


TVhitſun Monday. 
PsaLM XLVII. 


In this moſt glorious pſalm the church triumphs in he: 
almighty Saviour. He puts his own beanty on her, 
gives her many invaluable privileges, _ her ſafe 
from all her enemies; but in this ſhe chiefly rejoices, 
that God is in the midſt of her, well-known to be a 
ſure refuge. This is alſo our ground of rejoicing to- 
day. The ſame Lord is ſtill preſent with us by his 
Spirit, and we now wait on him hoping to find him 
in his houſe and ordinances. May his good Spirit 
help us to ſing in faith. May we make the words 
our own; ſo that while we praiſe our God for his 


preſence with his church, he may give us freſh rea- 
ſon to praiſe him. | 


. 
O LORD, we wait and do depend 

on thy good help and grace, 
For which we do all times attend 
within thy holy place. 

II. ; 

O Lord, according to thy name 
thro? all the earth's thy praiſe, - 
And thy right hand, O Lord is full 
of righteouſneſs always. 


III. To 


— 


— 


—_—_— 
— tn 


I J 


ä III. 
To Father, Son, and holy Ghoſt, 


the God whom we adore, 


Be glory as it was, is now, 


and ſhall be evermore. 


Whitſun Tueſday: - 
PSsAL MH CXLIII. 


This is a prayer for the direction of the good Spirit of 


God in order to be ſtrengthened under the croſs, and 


to be led and comforted in the way of obedience, 


We want the ſame Spirit for the, ſame purpoſes. 


May we aſk to-day in faith, nothing wavering. And 


when we make the words our. own, ſinging. them 
with a ſenſe of our ſtanding in need of the influence 
of the holy Spirit every moment, may we rely upon 
his faithfulneſs, who put the words in our mouths, 
that he will fulfill them, and grant us our hearts de- 
fire, : 


TEAC me the way that 1 ſhould walk, 


[ lift my ſoul to thee, 


Lord, free me from my foes : I flee 


to thee to protect me. 
II. 


Thou art my God, thy righteous will 


inſtruct me to obey, 


Let thy good Spirit ſafely lead 


my ſoul in the right way. 
III. 


Revive and comfort me, O Lord, 


ev'n for thine own name's ſake, 


And do thou for thy righteouſneſs 


my ſoul from trouble take. 
Wedneſday 


* 


91 
3 


In 
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Wedneſday in Whitſun Week, 
P 8 A Im XLVI. 07 
this pſalm the church triumphs in her ſafety in a co- 


venant God, Believers have no reaſon to fear from 
any inward or outward troubles: Becauſe God is 


their refuge and ſtreügth. And the grace of his 


£ 


Spirit, which comes through Chriſt, is always ready 
to help in every time of need. This grace is through- | 
out the ſcriptures compared to water: Forwhat water 

is to animal life, that is the holy Spirit to ſpiritual 
life. He refreſhes, comforts, makes glad the inha- 
bitants of the city of God. He is always preſent 
with them, almighty to help, and that right early, 
in the beſt time, and in the beſt way. May this 
river of the water of life fevive our hearts to day. 
WhHe/ we are ſinging of its gladdening ſtreams may 
the holy Ghoſt give as joy and peace in believing, 


F. 
RIVER 1s, whoſe ſtreams do glad 
the city of our God; 


© LE 


The holy place wherein the Lord 


moſt high has his abode : 
IT. 


God in the midſt of her doth dwell 


nothing ſhall her remove, 


The Lord to her an helper will 


and that right early prove. 
III. 


To Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, 


the God whom we adore, 


Be glory as it was, is now, 


and ſhall be evermore. $f 
e Trinity 


L 99 1 


Trinity Sunday. 
| PSALM XLYV. ver. 6. 7. 


The pſalmiſt in theſe words gives us a plain teſtimony 


for the perſonality in the Godhead, The Father, 


ſpeaks to the Son, and calls him God, yea, when 
he bringeth his firſt-begotten into the world in our 
nature, upon whom the holy Spirit is poured: For 
the oil of gladneſs here mentioned is the unction of 
the holy One, which Jeſus had without meaſure, 
This oil was poured upon the head of our great 
high prieſt, that it might flow down to the ſkirts of 
his tuber, and that the loweſt of his member; 
might partake of it. May we partake of this unc. 
tion to day. May the Spirit of wiſdom teach us the 
ſaving knowlege of the Father and of the Son, that 
by truſting to the Son's ſalvation we may experience 
the Father's love, and may have fellowſhip with the 
eternal Three in grace and glory. Of this may we 
ſing to day with ſtedfaſt faith, and with rejoicing 
hope. 


| OT 
FOE ever and for ever is 
O God, thy throne of might: 
The ſceptre of thy kingdom is 
a ſceptre that is right: 
II. 

Thou loveſt right, and hateſt ill, 
thee, God, thy God therefore 
Anointed hath with oil of joy \ 

thy fellows far before. 
| III. To 


* 3 _ * 
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+ angels, 


1 
III. 


To Father, Son, and holy Ghoſt, 


the God whom we adore, 


Be glory as it was, is now, 


and ſhall be evermore. 


Nan CR, 


See what was ſaid of this pſalm on the Sunday after 


Chriſtmas. The two firſt verſes give clear proof of 
the perſonality in the Godhead, and of the divinity 
of Jeſus Chriſt. “ Jehovah ſaid to my Lord,” the 
Father to the Son, as Chriſt himſelf explains it, 
Matt. xxii. and this David ſpake by the Spirit, as 
Chriſt there aſſerts. Here ate the thrce perſons in 
their covenant charaters—the Father ordaining the 
Son to be head over all things to the church, and 
the holy Spirit ſanctifying the manhood of Chriſt for 
this office. Thus he was every way qualified for it 
being perfect God and perfect man. He was David's 
ſon, and alſo David's Lord. His fon as man; his 
Lord as God-man—God over all bleſſed for ever, 
Thanks be to him, he has been, according to the 
{criptures, born of the houſe and lineage of David— 
he has lived and died for his people—and he is now 
upon his throne, the object of worſhip for ſaints and 
They are now adoring and bleſſing God 
and the Lamb. O for a ſong of praiſe ſomething 
like theirs. Come holy Ghoſt, teſtify to us cf Jeſus, 
Enable us to ſubmit to the Father's decree concern— 
ing him. Let us willingly take Jeſus for our Lord, 
and hve ſafe and happy under his government, not 
doubting but that as he has ſulfilled this pfalm' in 
his own perſon he will alſo fulfill it in ours, and to 


his eternal glory he will put all aur enemies under 
our feet. 


f N 2. J. JE- 
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I. 
EHOVAH ſaid unto my Lord, 
ſit thou at my right hand 
Till I have made thy toes a ſtool 
whereon thy feet ſhall ſtand. 


II. | 
The Lord ſhall out of Sion ſend 
the ſceptre of thy might, 
Amidit thy greateſt foes ſhalt thou 
be ruler in their ſight. 

III. 

To Father, Son, and holy Ghoſt 
the God whom we adore, nin 6 
Be glory as it was, is now, 
and ſhall be evermore. 


AFTERNOON. 
PSALM CIV. 


The pſalmiſt here calls upon his own ſoul to praiſe 
God for his great works of creation and providence, 
He made, he ſapports all nature: He gives the 
breath of life, and food; and every thing need!ul to 
all his creatures. In the verſes before us the Spirit 
of God is conſidered as the breath of ſpiritual lite, 
the giver of ſpiritual food, and of every thing need- 


fu! to the new creature in Chriſt Jeſus. What the 


air and elements of this world are to animal, that 
is he to ſpiritual life. Whoever is born of the Spirit 
is his new creation, The Spirit of God hath made 
bim, and the breath of the Almighty hath given 
him life. And the Lord and giver of this life is in 
the Godhead, uncreate, incomprehenſible, eternal, 
almighty, Lord and God, equal in every perfection 
with the Father, and the Son, and as ſuch the object 


of prayer and praiſe, and of every act of n 
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Again when thy Spirit 


„„ 


If he has indeed quickened us, and given us the 
faculties of the new man, may we uſe them to his 
glory this day. If we have through him fellowſhip 
with the Father and the Son, everlaſting praiſe be 
to him for thoſe wonders, which he hath done for us. 


J. 
AL.. things on thee wait, 
thou doſt them relieve, 
And thou in due time 
full well doſt them feed. 
And when it doth pleaſe thee 
the ſame for to give, 
They gather full gladly 
thoſe things which they need. 
II. 
Thou open'ſt thy hand 
and they find ſuch grace, 
That they with good things 
are filled we fee, 


But ſore they are troubled 


if thou hide thy face, 
For if thou their breath take 
vile duſt then they be: 
] III. 


from thee doth proceed 


ö All things to appoint 


and what ſhall enſue, | x 
Then are they created 

as thou halt decreed, 
And doſt by thy goodneſs 
thine image renew. 


N 3 The 


B 


The firſt Sunday after Trinity. 


„ 


PSsALM LXXXVI. 


The prophet, perſuaded he ſhould be heard, prays for 
grace to bring bim to the knowlege of the truth, and 
to keep his heart always influenced by the fear of 
God, and he declares his readineſs to thank him for 
the ſame. May we truſting to his love and power 
now aſk for the fame grace. Aſk, and ye ſhall 
« have“ —encouraged by this promiſe, let us aſk 
to be guided into all truth, and to act according to 
it with an holy fear of offending our good God. 
This prayer of. faith cannot be in vain, Our peti- 
tions will be followed with praiſe, 


J. 
O LORD, to thee when J do pray, 
regard and give an ear, 
Mark well the words which J do ſay, 
all my petitions hear. 
II. 
O teach me, Lord, thy way, and I 
ſhall in thy truth proceed, 
Unite my heart to thee ſo nigh, 
that I thy name may dread. 
III. 
To thee will I give thanks and praiſe, 
O Lord, with my whole heart, 
And glorify thy name always, 
becauſe my God thou art. 
PSALM 


3 


Ps a1 M LXXXIX. 


This pſalm is the ſum and ſubſtance of the bible. It 
contains a lively deſcription of the covenant of the 
Father and of the Son. The holy Ghoſt by the 
mouth of David propoſes the ſubject in the two firik 
verſes. The Father ſpeaks to the Son zd and 4th 
verſes : Then the prophet to the 19th. The Father 
to the Son from the 19th to the 38th, and then the 
prophet to the end. 'Theſe are the ſure mercies of 
David, to which the apoſtle refers, Acts xiii. and 
theſe are the burden of all our ſongs of praiſe—the 
Father's covenant engagement with his Son, and 
ratified with his oath, as ver. 3. and his unchange- 
able purpoſes concerning Chriſt, and all his: For 
when theſe mercies are applied by the holy Spirit and 
made ours by believing, then we have the new ſong 
put into our hearts, and mouths, which the church 
militant and triumphant is ufing. May the holy 
Spirit explain this pſalm to day, and for the confir- 
mation of our faith teach us what is here ſaid of the 
power and faithfulneſs of God to fulfill his promiſes, 
even when outward providences would lead one to 
doubt, whether his covenant was ordered in all 
things and ſure, The words require much faith and 
gratitude, 'To be ſung aright the heart ſhould be 
duly affected with a ſenſe of God's mercy and truth. 
May we ſing with David's ſpirit, aſcribing all the 


glory of covenant bleſſings to free grace and ſovereign 
love. | 


- 


. 
TO ſing the mercies of the Lord 
| my tongue ſhall never ſpare, 
My mouth from age to age accords 
thy truth for to declare. 


N 4 II. For 


© 


II. 
For mercy ſhall be built, ſaid I, 
for ever to endure, 
Thy faithfulneſs ev'n in the heav'ns 
thou wilt eſtabliſh ſure. 
III. 
With mine elect, ſaith God, have I 
a faithful cov'nant made, 
And ſworn to my beloved Son 
having to him 175 ſaid, 


I will thy ſeed eſtabliſh ſure 
for ever to remain, 
And will to generations all 
thy throne build and maintain, 


AF TE RNO DU N. 
PsalLmM LXXXIX. 


I. 
HE heav*ns do ſhew with joy and mirth 
thy wond'rous works, O Lord, 
Thy faints within thy church on earth 
thy faithfulneſs record. 
II. 
For who in heav'n may with the Lord 
aaxt all himſelf compare, 
Who is like God among the ſons 
of thoſe that mighty are? ; 
| III. Great 


[ 283 


III. 
Great fear in meeting of the ſaints 
is due unto the Lord: 
And he of all about him ſhould 
with rev'rence be ador'd. 
IV. 
Lord God of hoſts in all the world 
what one is like to thee? 
On ev'ry ſide, moſt mighty Lord 
thy truth is ſeen to be, 


— 


The 


* 
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The ſecond Sunday after Trinity. 
PSALM LXXXIX. 


J. 
Tr that his ſons forſake my law 
and do begin to ſwerve, 
'And of my judgments have no awe, 
and will them not obſerve; 


Il. 
Then with the rod will I begin 
their doings to amend ; 
And fo will ſcourge them from their fin 
whenever they offend. 
III. 
But yet my mercy and goodneſs 
L will not take away 
From him, nor let my faithfulneſs 
in any wiſe decay. 
IV. 
But ſure my cov*nant I will hold 
with all that I have ſpoke, 
No word the which my lips have told 
ſhall alter'd be or broke. 
1 
For this all praiſe be unto thee, 
O God, the Lord moit high, 
From this time forth for evermore, 
Amen, Amen ſay I, 
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PSALM XC. 


This is a pſalm of Moſes the man of God, in whoſe 
days ſinging was in uſe in the church, and has been 
ever ſince. He deſcribes the ſhortneſs of life and 
prays for wiſdom from above to teach him how to 
redeem the time, becauſe the days were ſhort and: « 
evil. This ſhould be our daily prayer, The Lord 
give us grace ſo to uſe thoſe flying moments, that 
we may be prepared to die. This is our one great 
leſſon. We have lived to no purpoſe, till we have 
learnt it. If we have not yet begun, may the Lord 
now ſet us about it in earneſt. And if he has made 
us wiſe unto ſalvation, then we ſhall aſcribe all the 
praiſe to our divine teacher, who will be our guide in 
life and death, and our God for ever. 


I. 
O LORD, a thouſand years appear 
no more before thy ſight 
Than yeſterday, when it is paſt, 


or than a watch by night. 
| II. 
For in thine anger all our days 
do paſs unto an end, 
And as a tale that hath been told, 
ſo we our years do ſpend. 
II. by 
Threeſcore and ten years do ſum up 
our days and years, we ſee, 
Or if by reaſon of more ſtrength 
in ſome fourſcore they be, 


IV. Yet 
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IV. - 
Yet doth the ſtrength of ſuch old men 
but grief and labor prove, 
For it 1s foon cut,off, and we 
fly hence, and ſoon remove. 


DI qm 230; 12 þ 1 aal \ 
PSALM XC. 


J. 
LRD, teach us then to number well 
our few days which remain, 
That ſo we may our hearts apply 
true wiſdom to attain. 
I. 
O with thy tender mercies, Lord, 
us early ſatisfy; 
So we ſhall all our days rejoice 
and ſtill be glad in thee. 
III. 
According as the days have been 
wherein we grief have had, 
And years wherein we ill have ſeen, 
ſo do thou make us glad. 


The 
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The third Sunday after T riuity. 
| PSALM » © = 8 05 o 


St. Auguſtine ſays this pfalm relates to the temptations 
of Chriſt, with promiſes of perfect deliyerance from 
them all. In him it has received its accompliſhment. 
He was protected and kept through life, and though 
he was tempted in every way, by which Satan had 
prevailed, yet he overcame in every aſſault, and was 
more than conqueror. . He triumphed over death, 
and over the great dragon, as ver. 13. he 1s aſcended 
and ſet up on high on the throne of glory, where he 
ſhall ſec his ſeed, he ſhall prolong his days, and the 
pleaſure of the Lord ſhall proſper in his hands, as in 
the laſt words of the pfalm. To them who believe 
this pſalm is precious, exceeding precious: For it is 
made up of rich free promiſes, already fulfilled 
in Chriit, and he is engaged to {ee them fulklled to 
all his people. O that we may put honor to day 
upon his word and arm, and then we ſhall ſhare with 
him in the bleflings here mentioned. He will keep 
us ſafe from evil, and from the evil one, yea from 
the fear of evil, and he will give us grace and glory. 
God help us ſo to believe, that we may exalt him to 
day with as high a note of praiſe, as ever he had 
from this earth. May the holy Ghoſt now glorify 
him in ou? hearts, that all within us may: bleſs the 
name of our God, | 


J. 

H E that within the ſecret place 
of God moſt high doth dwell, 

Under the ſhadow of his grace 

tf almighty keeps him well. 


II. Thou 
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II. 
Thou art my hope, and my ſtrong hold 
I to the Lord will ſay, 
My God he is, in him will I 
my whole affiance ſtay, 
III. 
Aſſuredly he ſhall thee fave 
and give deliverance : 
From cunning tempters ſnare, and from 
the noiſom peſtilence. 
IV. 
His feathers ſhall thee hide, thy truſt 
under his wings ſhall be; 
His faithfulneſs ſhall be a ſhield 
and buckler unto thee. 


PSALM XCl. 


J. 
1 HOU ſhalt not need to be afraid 
for terrors of the night, 
Nor for the arrow that doth fly 
by day, while it is light: 
IT. 
Nor for the peſtilence which walks, 
in darkneſs ſecretly, 
Nor for deſtruction that doth wait. 
at noon day openly, 


III. Tho! 


[ 239, J 
III. 


- 


a thouſand dead ſhould be, 


Ten thouſand more at thy right hand, 


yet ſtill ſhalt thou be free. 
| IV. 
No evil ſhalt thou need to fear, 
with thee it ſhall go well, 
No plague ſhall ever once come near 
the houſe where thou doſt dwell. 


AFTERNO ON. 
PS ALM XCI. 


I. 
PECAUSE he ſet his love on me 
I'll ſave him by my might, 
Tl him advance, becaule that he 
hath known my name aright. 
II. 
When he for help to me doth call 
an anſwer Fwill give, 
And from his grief I will him take 
in glory for to live. 
III. 
With length of endleſs days I will 
him fully ſatisfy, 
And my ſalvation I will ſnew 
to him aſſuredly. 


GLORIA PAT RI. 


Tho? at thy ſide as thou doſt ſtand, 


The 
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The fourth Sunday after Trinity. 
PSALM XCII. 


This pſalm was compoſed, as the title ſhews, for the uſe 
of the church in praiſing God every ſabbath, and the 
the Rabbi's ſay, it was commonly ſang on that day 
in the ſanctuary. It deſcribes the employment of 
this holy ſeaſon, which is to admire and adore the 
Lord for his works, to praiſe him for them with ſing- 
ing pſalms morning and evening, particularly for the 

reat work of redemption. This is the buſineſs of the | 
Lord's day. By believing we enter into reſt, and £ 
keep the chriſtian ſabbath: For we enjoy the works 1 
of Jeſus, and ceaſing from our own works we glory | 
in his. May the holy Spirit anoint us to day with |: 
- freſh oil in every ordinance, that we may be growing 
and flouriſhing chriſtians, like the palm tree in 
ſtrength, and ſhooting up like the cedar. May we 
improve in faith and love, and ſing with lively hope s 
of the perfect fulfilling of this hymn in that ſabbath, RT. 
which remaineth for the people of God. t 


„ 


f J. 
T is a thing both good and meet 
to give thanks to the Lord, 
And to thy name, O thou moſt high, 
to ſing with one accord: 
. 1550 
Thy loving kindneſs to ſhew forth 
. when ſhines the morning light, 
And to declare thy faithfulneſs 
with pleaſure ev'ry night. 


III. For 
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III. 

For thou haſt made me to rejoice 
in things ſo wrought by thee, 

That I do triumph in my heart 
thy handy works to ſee. 

IV. 

O Lord, how glorious, and how great 
are thy works round about, 

So deeply are thy counſels form'd 
that none can 1 them out. 
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dis jos r like the * tree flouriſhing 
| ſhall be the righteous one, 
He ſhall like to the cedar grow 

* that is in Lebanon. 
5 II. 
Thoſe who within the houſe of God 
are planted by his grace 
Shall grow up faſt, and flouriſh well 
= within his holy place. 

52 III. 
And in old age when others fade, 
they fruit ſtill forth ſhall bring: 
They hall be fat, and full of ſap 
and always flouriſhing. 


f Py * - 
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IV. 
To ſhew that upright is the Lord, 


he 1s a rock to me: 


And he from all unrighteouſneſs 
is altogether free. 


AFTERNOON. 
PSALM XCIV. 


The prophet here treats of the perſecutors of the church, 
He prays to God to appear for his people, he re- 
proves their enemies, and then, in the words which 
I have ſelected, he comforts the perſecuted ; ſhewing 
them ſome of the benefits of ſuffering, ſuch as— it is 
the correction of a Father—it is to teach them the Fa- 
ther's will—it is to lead them to ſweet reſt, when the 
perſecutors ſhall fall into their own pit—it is to ex- 
erciſe faith in God's unchangeable love to them—and 
ſo to convince them, that judgment is returned to 
righteouſneſs, when God the righteous judge ſhall 
deliver them, and puniſh their enemies. 
Such is the profit of the Father's rod. Faith in Jeſus 
under it will certainly bring theſe bleſſings from it. 
May we know the rod, and kiſs it. Although it be 
| qa to the fleſh, yet may patience have its per- 
ect work, till we reap the peaceable fruits of righte- 
ouſneſs. Happy are the people, who are in ſuch a 
caſe ; yea thrice happy are we, if we can with faith 


and patience pray and ſing to day—** Thy will be 
« done.” | 


I. BLEST 
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I. 
BLEST is the man whom thou, O Lord, 
in kindneſs doſt chaſtiſe, 
And by thy holy law to walk 
doſt lovingly adviſe. 
II. 
This man ſhall find reſt to his ſoul 
in ſeaſons of diſtreſs, 
While God prepares a pit for thoſe, 
who wilfully tranſgreſs. 
III. 
For from his people God will not 
his favour wholly take, 
Thoſe of his own inheritance 
he never will forſake. 
IV. 
The world ſhall then confeſs thee juſt 
in all that thou haſt done; 
And thoſe who chooſe thine upright ways 
thall in thoſe paths go on. 
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The fifth Sunday after Trinity, 
PSALM XCVII. 


This pſalm has been applied to Chriſt in the new teſta- 
ment. It is ſo plain a deſeription of his kingdom, 
that commentators with one conſent have taken it in 
this ſenſe. His happy ſubjects are called upon to be 
wor in him. The moltitude of the iſles and Great 

ritain among them, ſhould be joyful in their king. 
He ruleth over all; with a rod of iron, almighty to 
deſtroy his enemies, but with a ſceptre of love to 
22 protect, and bleſs his willing people. What 

e makes them in their hearts, tempers, and lives is 
here deſcribed. May we find the marks upon our- 
ſelves! May we love our king, fear him and ſerve 
him out of love, and then we ſhall find his kingdom 
to be righteouſneſs and peace and joy in the holy 
Ghoſt. Happy are the people, who are in ſuch a 
caſe, yea thrice happy are they, who can now ſing 
his praiſes, rejoicing in the Lord their king. 


#:- 40549 I. 
EHOVAH reigns, for which the earth 
may ſing with pleaſant voice, 


Alfo the iſles with thankful mirth 


may triumph and rejoice, 

; II. 
For thou, O Lord, art high above 
all things on earth that are, 
Above all other gods thou art 
exalted very far. 


III. Hate 
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III. 
Hate ill, all ye that love the Lord: 
his ſaints ſouls keepeth he, 
And from the hands of wicked men 
he ſets them ſafe and free 
IV. 
Unto the righteous there is ſown, 
like feed, a joyful light, 
And gladneſs ſown is for all thoſe, 
who are in heart upright. 
; | Va h 
Ye righteous in the Lord rejoice : 
expreſs your thankfulneſs, 


When ye into your memory 
do call his holineſs. 


PSALM CIL 


There can be no doubt of whom this pſalm treats : Be- 
cauſe it is applied by an infallible expoſitor, St. Paul 
quotes it in proof of. the Godhead and eternity of 
Chriſt—of his being the creator of heaven and earth, 
—and of his being without variableneſs or ſhadow of 
turning, yea when heaven and earth ſhall paſs away, 
and he ſhall fold them up like a ſcroll, even then he 
ſhall be the ſame unchangeable God for ever, and his 
ſeed ſhall dwell with him in unchangeable bliſs. In 
this faith may the Lord the Spirit eſtabliſh our hearts. 
May we ſo truſt in what Chriſt has done as God-man, 
that we may be thankful for it this day. And may 
the words ſung be the means of filling us with a hope 
of ſeeing him in his glory, and of worſhipping him 
with all his redeemed for ever and ever. 


| | I. THE 
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I, | 
TH E firm foundation of the earth 
of old time thou haſt laid, 
The heav'ns alſo are the great work, 
which thine own hands have made. 
II. 
They all ſhall periſh and decay, 
but thou remaineſt ſtill, 
And they ſhall all in time wax old, 
ev'n as a garment will. 
III. 
Thou as a veſture ſhalt them change, 
and changed ſhall they be, 
But thou doſt {till abide the fame, 
thy years do never flee, 


4 + by 
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IV. , 
The children of thy ſervants ſhall k 
__ continually endure, : 


And in thy ſight their happy ſeed 
for ever ſhall ſtand ſure, 


1 * 
K * 


and our relation to him— his people; we ought to re- 
Joice in him in every ordinance. Singing of pfalms 


is appointed for the outward expreſſion of our Joy 
e 


AFTERNOON. : 

g 

Psalrm C. 5 

| q 

The whole church is here called upon to praife our God N 
for his greatneſs, and goodneſs, and truth, avd to 
praiſe him with joy, eſpecially in the great congrega- Wit 
tion, Conſidering his relation to us, our ſhepherd, 


1 297 J 


He requires it. He accepts it. May we perform it 
to day in a manner well pleaſing to him, and may we 
ſing to our mutual edification. 


ir ROT 
LL people that on earth do dwell, 

Sing to the Lord with chearful voice, 
Him ſerve with fear, his praiſe forth tell, 
Come ye before him and rejoice, 

II. 
The Lord ye know is God indeed, 
Without our aid he did us make, 
We are his flock, he doth us feed, 
And for his ſheep he doth us take. 
| III. , 

O enter then his gates with praiſe, 
Approach with joy his courts unto, 
} Praiſe, thank, and bleſs his name always 
For it is ſeemly ſo to do. 
E IV. 
Becauſe the Lord our God is good, 
His mercy 1s for ever ſure ; 
His truth at all times firmly ſtood, 
And ſhall from age to age endure. 


as * 
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The fixth Durga ofter 7. wo. 
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This is a choice pſalm of cath The prophet begins 
and ends with ſtirring up himſelf to bleſs God for 
his benefits, He mentions. ſeveral jof them, which 
are common to all the redeemed, and which ought 
to affe& our hearts with as much gratitude, as they 
did his. May a due conſideration of them diſpoſe us 
to aſcribe all the glory to our good God :. And then 
we ſhall make the pſalm out own, ſinging it as our 
own thankſgiving. May the Lord enable us to mix 
faith with every word, that he may be greatly exalted 


in our ſong of praiſe this day. 


O THOU my ar: Jehovah bleſs ; 
and all that in me is 

Be ſlirred up, his holy name 
to magnify and 1851 


My ſoul, Jehovah bleſs who hath 
to thee been very kind, 

And ſuffer not his benefits 
to ſlip out of thy mind. 

III. 

All thine iniquities, who doth 
moſt graciouſly forgive, 

Who thy diſeaſes all and pains 
doth heal, and thee relieve: 


IV. Who 


r 
K 
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mf 
Who doth redeem thy hfe, that thou 
to death may*ſt not go down, 


4 Who thee with loving kindneſs doth 


r tender mercies crown. 


PARA CIII. 


See 
0 THE Lord is full of tender love, 
and he is gracious, 


Long ſuffering and flow to wrath, 
in mercy plenteous : 


II. a 
He will not chide continually 


nor keep his anger ſtill: 


nor did requite us ill. 
. * 


For as the heaven in its height 


| 
; 
5 
} 
; With us he dealt not as we ſinn'd 
; 
. 
E 
| 
1 
* 
| 


by 
- 


the earth ſurmounteth far ; 


C So great to thoſe who do him fear 


his tender mercies are. 
IV. 


As far as Eaſt is diſtant from 
: the Weſt, ſo far hath he 


CF rom us removed 3 in his love, 
all our iniquity. 


O AFTER- 


{ 300 J 
AFTERNOON. 
PS ALM Ell. 8 


Sven pity ea Ca hath | 


unto his children dear, 
Like pity ſhews the Lord to ſuch | 
as worſhip him in fear: 


Wo 


and he our frame well knows: 


Frail man his days are like the graſs 
as flow'r in field he grows. 
III. 
But unto them who do him fear 
God's mercy never ends ; 
And to their childrens children ſtiln 
his righteouſneſs extends 
IV. 
To ſuch as keep his covenant, 
and mindful are alway 
Of all things he has giv'n in charge 
that they might them obey; 


. . 8 21 479 N 
For he remembers we are e dust, bas 100 


E 


98 


The 


| With light as a robe 
Whereby all ha earth 


| The heav*ns'in ſuch ſort + 


| How ſundry, O Lord, 


| And as for thy riches 


E 


The ſeventh Sunday after T. rinity. 


PSALM CIV. 
See the ſubjeft of this NOR on Trinity Sunday. 


MY ſoul praiſe the Lord, 


ſpeak good of his name, 
2 Land” our great God, i 
how doſt thou appear? 
So paſſing in glory 
that great is thy fame, 
Honour and majeſty 
in thee ſhine moſt clear. 


II. 


thou haſt thyſelf clad, 


thy greatneſs may ſee, 


thou alſo haſt ſpread, 


That they to a curtain 


compared may. be. 
III. 


are all thy works found, 


With wiſdom moſt great 


they are indeed wrought, 
So that the whole world 
of thy praiſe doth ſound, 


they paſs all mens thought. 
O 2 


CF at F 
1 
By angels in heav'n 
of every degree, 
And ſaints upon earth 
all praiſe be addreſt; 
To God in three perſons 
one God ever bleſt, 
As it has been, now is, 
and always ſhall be. 


PS ALM CV. 


This pſalm contains the praiſes of God for his diſpenſa- 
tions of grace to his people —in chooſing them for 
his own peculiar—in diitinguiſhing them by cove- 
nant mercies—revealed to their fathers before they 
were in bondage in Egypt—in redeeming them from 
the houſe of bondage—in working miracles before 
their eyes for forty years in the wilderneſs—and then 
in ſettling them in the promiſed land. He conferred 
all theſe favors upon them for this end, that the) 
might cleave to him in love as their God, that they 
might keep his ſtatutes and obſerve his laws, When 


believers of old ſang the praiſes of God for thoſe mer- 


cies, they conſidered them as we do. They kney 
they had ſouls, and that theſe outward bleſſings were 
ſigns and earneſts of ſpiritual—a ſpiritual covenant— 
a ſpiritual bondage—a ſpiritual deliverance from it— 
a ſpiritual ſupport to enable them, being delivered, 
to reach the promiſed land. May we be as thankful 
for thoſe mercies, as the prophet here calls upon us to 
be. O pray for a due ſenſe of God's goodneſs to 


your ſouls, who have your ſhare in covenant graces 
and gifts. May you enter into the ſpirit of this hymn 
and glory in the Lord your God. Your hearts will be 
in tune to ſing it aright, if you can truly ſay - Not Bi 


« unto us, Lord, not unto us, but unto thy great 
« name, be all the praiſe,” 
| I, GIVE 
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I, 
G [VE thanks to God, call on his name, 
| to men his deeds make known: 
Sing ye to him, ſing pſalms : proclaim 
his wondrous works each one. 
II. 
See that ye in his holy name 
do glory do accord: 
And let the heart of ev'ry one 
| rejoice that feeks the Lord. 
A III. 
The Lord Almighty, and his ſtrength, 
Vvoith ſtedfaſt hearts ſeek ye, 
The light of his moſt loving face 


ann 


{as 
for 
Ve- 


hey ' 

ut ſeek ye en 

fore . 512810 «TP 

ben The wondrous works which he hath done 
red remember in your heart, | 

* Let not the judgments of his mouth 

he = out of your mind depart. 


mers 

new 

were AFTERNOON, 

nt—- 

«red, PSALM Cl. 

nkful | +4 | | 

us to * is a palm of praiſe, like the laft, deſcribing 
eſs t0 8 God's dealings with his people in the wilderneſs, and 
rraces WS in the land of Canaan. Many times they rebelled 
hym againſt him, and he magnifyed his mercy in forgiving 


„ Not 


great : 


GLVE 


them, The prophet in this view compares their re- 
bellions with the mercy of God, that their finfulneſs. 
might appear exceeding ſinful, and thereby his mercy 

O3 exceeding 


354 J 
exeeeding great. Such are his dealings ſtill. Free 
2 an me rcy,run through them all. They who 


now this beſt, and know molt' of themſelves, will 
be beſt ſingers to day. The pooreſt in ſpirit will ſing 
the higheſt ſtrain of praiſe. O for more humility, 
that God may be more exalted both in our lips and 


lives. J 


PRAISE ye the Lord. and give him thanks; 
for very good is he, 
His tender mercy doth endure | 
unto eternity. 
II. 
God's mighty works who can expreſs” 
or ſhew forth all his praiſe ? N 
Bleſſed are they, who judgment keep,” 
and juſtly do always. 
1 
Remember me, Lord, with that lobe, 
which thou to chine doſt . F 
With thy ſalvation, O my God, N 
to viſit me draw 2 3 8 „ 


That I thy choſen's good may ſee, 
and in their joy rejoice, 
And, may with thine inheritance 
eh wth HCA och. th 


8 


th 


I. | 
8A E us, O Lord, who art our God. 


That we may triumph and rejoice 


Let all the people fay, Amen, 
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Eig bib Sunday after Triwty: 
PSALM CVI. 


we do thee humbly pray, 


And from among the heathen folk, 


Lord, gather us away; 
II 


in thy moſt holy name, 


That we may glory in thy praiſe 


and founding of thy fame. 


III. 
Bleſt be Jehovah, Iſra'l's God 


to all eternity, 


praiſe to the Lord give ye. 


PSsAL M CVII. 


St. Auguſtine thinks this pſalm was written for the uſe 


of the church in all ages. The ſubje& is praiſe, 
The occaſion is the mercy of God ſhewn to ſinners, 
conſidered as, having loſt their way, as being cap- 
tives, in ſickneſs, and toſt with a tempeſt. The Lord 
puts a cry into their hearts for deliverance, he hears 


and anſwers them, and then expects they ſhould praiſe 
him, for his goodneſs. His redeemed do praiſe him, 


and wiſh to do it better. 


May we do it with more 
O4 


humble 
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humble and thankful hearts than we ever did. May 
the holy Spirit enable us with growing gratitude to 
bleſs our God for the wonders which he hath done 
for us, and for our ſalvation. This is the burden 
of the pſalm “ O that men would therefore 
«« praiſe the Lord, xc.“ Glory be to him: Let all 
the people ſay. Amen. 


I. . 
T O God your thankful voices raiſe, 
Who does your daily patron prove, 
And let your never ceaſing praiſe 
Attend on his eternal love. 
| | II. 
Let thoſe give thanks whom he from bonds 
Of proud oppreſſing foes releas'd, 
And brought them back from diſtant lands, 
From North and South, and Weſt and Eaſt. 
HI. 1 
Thro' lonely deſert ways they went, 
Nor could they any city find, | 
Till quite with thirſt and hunger ſpent 
Their fainting ſoul within them pin'd : 


IV. 
Then to the Lord's attentive ear | 
Did they their mournful cry addreſs, 1 
Who gracioufly vouchſaf'd to hear, ] 
And freed them from their deep diſtreſs. 


AFTER- 


O then that all the earth with me 
Would God for this his goodnels praiſe, 
And for the mighty works which he 

| Thro'out the wond'ring world diſplays : 


251 9 


The God whom earth and heaven adore, 
| Be glory as it was of old, 
Is now and ſhall be evermore. 
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AFTERNOON. 
PSALM CVII. 


| II E by the way dich was moſt rig oht 


Did lead them like a faithful aide, | 


| That they might to a city go, 
| Wherein they ſafely ſhould abide. 


II. 


II. 
For he from heav'n the ſad eſtate 
Of longing ſouls with pity views, 
To hungry ſouls that pant for meat 
His bounty daily food rene ws. 


IV. 
To Father, Son, and holy Ghoſt, 


O 3 Ninth 
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Nth Fae after Trinity. 
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F. 00 0 189 f ö tna fin 1d their offence 
do Ore 1 bear: 


All kind of meat their foul hors, | 
they to death's' Rr draw near. 


In grief they cry to Gd. he faves. 
them from their Anif wien n £701 
He ſends. his word, them heals, and theri 
from their deſtruction a 
III. 
O that men to the Lord would give 
praiſe for his goodneſs then, 
And for his works of wonder done 
unto the ſons of men. J: 
IV. 
And let them facrifice to him 
off” rings of thapkfulneſs,' - | 
And lei them ſhew abroad his works 
with longs a r N 


" * 
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PSALM CVIII. 


; 

5 

This is a pfalm of praiſe. The ſubject is thankſgiving 
to God for his faithfulneſs to all his promiſes. His 
© mercy and truth fail not. What he ſpake, he ful- 
3 filled. ** The Lord hath ſpoken,” ſays the prophet, 
and therefore he not only truſts in his word, but alſo 
rejoices. aß one that findeih great ſpoils. He was 
perfectly ſatisfied, that whatever the Lord had fpoken 
with his mouth he would make good' with his arm : 
Therefore his heart is fixed, his inſtruments are in 
tune early, he riſes before the ſun to ſing his pſalm 
of praiſe. O believers, why are you ſo ſeldom at 
this ſweet exerciſe ? why are your hearts ſo little in 
it? You bave the ſame promiſes as the prophet had, 
why do you not put the ſame honor upon them; 
May the Lord give you the ſame ſpirit of praiſe, that 
mixing faith with the pſalm, you may ſing it with as 
much gratitude, as ever it was ſung with upon earth. 


__ 


| GOD, my heart prepared is, 
4 my tongue is likewiſe ſo; 


8 1 will advance my voice in pſalms, 
that I thy praife may ſhow. 

5 f II. 151 5 
Dy me among the people, Lord, 
ſtill praiſed ſhalt thou be, 
And I among the nations will 

ling pſalms of thanks to thee z 
III. 

oth aſcend 


i 
xd 
4 4 
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bo 
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= Becauſe thy mercy d 
above the heav'ns moſt high, 

Allo thy truth doth reach the clouds 
within the lofty ſky. 


IV. Exalted 


C 4a FJ 
IV. 
Exalted be thy majeſty, 


above the heav'ns, O God, 
Diſplay likewiſe throughout the earth 
thy glory all abroad. 


AFTERNOON. 
PSALM CXI. 


This hymn and the ſeven following are called the grand 
Hallelijab. The Jews uſed to ſing them with great 
ſolemnity at their three yearly feſtivals. The ſubject 
of them all is praiſe. They contain the thank 
giving of the church to God for his mercies, which 
are deſcribed not as peculiar to the Jewiſh diſpenſa- 
tion, but as belonging to believers in every place and 
age. The ſubject of this pſalm is praiſe to God for 
his great works in redeeming, preſerving, and bleſ- 
ſing his people. Happy people! they ought to ſing 
his praiſe, whom he Yo brought to the knowlege 
of his love in Jeſus. Through faith it is our happi- 
neſs; In him we may offer our ſaerifice of praile as 
acceptably to day as ever. If we can aſcribe to him 
all the glory of ſaving us, we bare then in tune to 
fing the grand Hallelujah. Our hearts are in har- 
mony with the general aſſembly of the firſt born, 
which is now flyging the praiſes of God and the 
lamb: May we bear our part in this bleſſed chorus, 
and in conſort with all the hoſt of heaven ſing— 
«© Great and marvellous are thy works, O Lord God 
« Almighty, juſt, and true are thy ways, thou king 
“of ſaints.” | 


I. WITH 
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I T H heart L do accord 


to praiſe and bleſs the Lord, 


in preſence of the juſt, 
For great his works are found' 
to fearch them ſuch are bound 
wha do him love and truſt. 
II. 
His works are glorious: 
His righteouſneſs for us 
doth evermore endure, 
His wondrous works he would 
we {tl remember ſhould, 
his mercy is full ſure. 
R 
Redemption great he gave 
his people for to fave, | 
it alſo hath appear'd; 
His cov'nant cannot fail, 
but evermore prevail, 
his holy name be fear'd. 
BY 
Such as to him bear love, 
a portion fair abve 
he hath up for them laid. 
For this they ſhalt well find, 
he will have them in mind 


and keep them as he ſaid. 


Tenth 


| * 


Tenth Sunday 2 Trin. 
PSALM CXf 1. 


This is 2 pſalm of praiſe. ' The a bleſſes God 
for the great promiſes, which have been fulfilled to 
Chriſt, and will be fulfilled to all his. Under, him, 
exceeding great and precious though they be, ye: 
every behever may claim them as his own, and ex- 
pect the fulfilling of them. O for more faith, The 
Lord increaſe it in our hearts, that we may ſing the 
words for ourſelves. May every one of us find the 
pſalm realized to day, and bleſs the Lord for this and 
for all his goodneſs to the children of men. 


PRAISE y ye the Lord. That man is blen 
who fears the Lord aright: 

Who in keeping of his commands. 

doth greatly take _— | 


He ſhall his ſeed 4 el make 
mighty the earth upon; 
Of upright men bleſſed ſhall he 


make the en 


Treaſures of wealth chan ever be 
within his houſe in ſtore, 
And his free gift of righteouſneſs. 
endures for eyermore, 


IV. For 


TL 
* 
. 
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* 
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IV. 
For th* upright he makes light ariſt 
tho? they in darkneſs be: 
Compaſſionate and merciful, 
and * he. 
v. 
This good man doth his grace: beſtow | 
and doth to others lend, 
He with diſcretion his affairs 7 
will guide unto the end. 


PSALM CXII. | 


J. 
8 RE LV chere is not any thing 
that ever ſhall him move: 

This righteous man's memorial 

ſnall everlaſting prove. 

II. 

When he ſhall evil tidings hear 

he ſhall nor be afraid, 
His heart is fixt, his confidence 

upon the Lord is ſtay'd. 


III. 
His heart is firmly ſtabliſhed, 5 
afraid he ſhall not be, | 


Uatil upon his enemies 


he his deſire ſhall ſee. | 


34 ] 
IV. 

He hath diſpers'd; giv'n to the poor, 
his righteouſneſs alway vol 
Remains: High ſhall his glory riſe, | 

and never ſhall decay. 


AF T E R NO O. N. 


PS AL M CXIII. 


This is another pſalm of praiſe: One of the grand 
Hallelujah chorus. It fets forth the majeſty of the J 
Lord as worthy to be extolled throughoat the world 
for his infinite caudeſcenſion to poor ſinners. His 3 
free grace lifts them up from their depth of miſery, 5 
and raiſes them to the height of glory, even to be 
numbered among the children of the moſt high God. 3 
This honor he confers on the poor Gentile church, N 
making her a joyful mother of children: Far more T 
1 ſhall be the children of the deſolate, than of the mar- b 
e ried woman, faith the Lord.“ To day is this ſerip- : 
ture fulfilled. O how ſhould we rejoice-and be glad 
therein! The hymn was made for us poor finners of 
the Gentiles. It treats of us, and of our ſalvation. 
With what triumph of joy ſhould believers ſing it! 
admiring and adoring the free grace of God: And 
as it begins and ends with, Hallelujah, may we from 
our hearts aſcribe to him all the glory of his goodneſs 
to the children of men, 


I. 
: 8 E children which do ſerve the Lord, 
Praiſe ye his name with one accord, 
Yea bleſſed be always his name, 
Who from the riſing of the ſun, 
Till it return where it begun, 
Is to be praiſed with great fame. 
II. The 
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IT. 
The Lord all people doth ſurmount, 
As for his glory we may count 
Above the higheſt heav'ns to be. 
With God the Lord, who can compare, 
Whoſe dwellings in the heav'ns are, 
Of ſuch great power and might is he. 
| II. 1 2364 
He doth abaſe himſelf we know, 
Things to behold on earth below, 
And alſo in the heav'n above, 
The needy out of duſt to draw, 
Alſo the poor who help none ſaw. 
His mercy only did him moye. 
And ſd did ſet them up on high 
With princes of great dignity, 

. Rail by him unto great fame, 
The barren church he makes to bear, 
And with great joy her ſons to rear, 

Therefore praife ye his holy name. 
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Eleventh Sunday after Trinity. 
PSALM CXIV. _ 


The ſubject of this pſalm is the praiſe of God for deli- 
vering his people from the bondage in Egypt, which 
has been always ſuppoſed to be a type and earneſt 
of the great deliverance from the, bondage of in, 
and of all our ſpiritual enemies. It has been ſo un- 
derſtood by the Chriſtian church, which has ap- 
pointed it one of the proper pfalms for Ealter Sun- 
day, and which confidered it as treating of our fe- 
demption by the death of Chriſt our paſſover. All 
nature acknowleged the God of Jacob to be ſove- 
reign at the Exodus. So will all nature acknowlege 
the ſovereignty of Chriſt. Mountains will tremble, 
ſeas will flee at his preſence: Every thing ſhall make 
way for his accompliſhing the full-redemption of his 
yg Let the redeemed of the Lord ſay fo, Has 

e delivered us with a mighty hand from our ſpiri- 
tual bondage? O let us give thanks unto him! Let 
us bleſs him for what he has done, and expect he 
will go on doing wonders for us: He is our rock: 
Through him the water of life flows. May he re- 
freſh our hearts with it to day; and may its ſtreams 
follow us all the way to the land of reſt, till we come 
— Sion with ſongs, and everlaſting joy upon our 

eads. | 


I. 
HEN Iſr'el out of Egypt came, 
and did his dwelling change; 
When Jacob's houſe came out from thofe, 
Who were of language ſtrange, . 
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IT. 
He Judah did his holy place 
his kingdom Iſrel Male: 2 
The ſea it ſaw and quickly fled, 
Jordan was driven back. 


Like rams the mountains and like lambs 
the hills ſkipt-to and froõ‚·ẽ 

O ſea why fledſt thou? Jordan back 
"AT wall thou driven ſo? 

IV. 

Ye mountains great, wherefore was it 
that ye did ſkip like rams? | 
nd wherefore was it little hills 
that ye did leap — lambs * ? 


0 Garth, confeſs chy drein Lord 
and dread his mighty hand, 

Before the face of Jacob's God 

0 tremble both ſea = land, 85 


Who from the s marble BR 
did ſtanding ' water bring, 

And by his pow'r did turn the flint 
into a water ſpring. 


PSALM CXV. EJ? 75 8 | 


This is another of the Hallelujah hymns. The people 
of God here aſcribe to him the glory of his mercy 
and truth, praying they may take none of it to 

| thetaſelves, nor give any of it to idols, but may be 
ever 
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ever aſcribing it wholly to him, by placing their 
whole confidence in his gracious help and protection. 
O that we may do the ſame. It is the great leſſon 
of our religion to aſcribe all the glory of 8 us to 
the mere mercy of God. The old: teſtament ſaints 
were all of this ſpirit—<< Not unto us, O Lord, not 
«© unto us”—And one of the new ſhall ſpeak for his 
brethren—“ We rejoice in Chriſt Jeſus, and have 
„ no confidence in the fleſh.” May we rejoice with 
them, placing all the confidence of our hearts in 
him: And chen we ſhall fing in ſweet concert with 


all in heaven and earth, who are giving glory to 
God and the Lamb, 


NO unto us, Lord, not to us, 
but do thou glory take 
Unto thy name, ev'n for thy truth 
and for thy mercy's ſake. 
| | II. | | 
O wherefore ſhould the heathen ſay 
where is their God now gone? 
Our God he is in heav'n, and what 
he will'd, that he hath done. 


III. 
Their idols ſilver are and gold, 
work of mens hands they be, 
Mouths have they, but they do not ſpeak, 
and eyes, but do not ſe. 
IV. 
Like them their makers are, and all 
on them their truſt who build: 
O Ifr'el truſt thou in the Lord, 
he is thy help and ſhielg. 
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O Aaron's houſe truſt in the Lord, 
their help and ſhield is he: 

Ye that fear God, truſt in the Lord 

their help and ſhield he'll be. 


AF TE R N O ON. 


PS ALM CXV. 


Is J. 
THE Lord of us hath mindful been 
and will us bleſs alſo, 
On Iſrael and Aaron's houſe 
his bleſſing will beſtow. 
| II. 
Both ſmall and great that fear the Lord 
he will them ſurely bleſs : 
The Lord will you, you and your feed 
ſtill more and more increaſe. 


III. 


N Le are the bleſſed of the Lord, 


ev'n of the Lord moſt high, 


q Who both the heav'n and earth did Walke - 


and fixt immoveably. 
IV. 


Then let us praiſe the Lord our God ooh. 


henceforth for evermore, 


| He only worthy is ot praiſe, 


praiſe ye the Lord therefore. 
Twelfth 
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T welfth-Sunday after Trinity. 
PsaiM CXVI. _ 


This is a moſt ſweet pattern of thankſgiving. It was the 2 
divine breathing of Jeſus, delivered from all his and I 
our enemies, and it is the breathing of all his re- ; 
deemed, when they are delivered by faith in him. 4 
Thefe are their ſentiments—truſting to the blood of ; 
the lamb, they look upon God'as their reconciled | 
Father, they love him, they devote themſelves to 
him privately, and publicly in his courts they teftify 
their willing ſubjection to him, and that in all things. 
Every believer has good reaſon to follow their ex- 
ample. O that our thankfulneſs may be as like 
theirs as poſſible. Let us pray for it. Aſtin faith, 
and he giveth liberally. The Lord mcreaſe in us a 
ſpirit of praiſe, that he may receive more thanks 
and get greater glory from us to-day. 


I. ; 
1 LOVE the Lord, becauſe my voice, 
and my pray'rs he did hear, 
I while I live will call on him, 
who bow'd to me his ear. 
| II. 
Of death the cords and ſorrows did 
about me compaſs round; by 5 
The pains of hell took hold on me 
diſtreſs and grief I found: 
III. 
Upon the name of God the Lord, 
then did I call and ſay, 
Deliver thou my ſoul, O Lord . 
I do thee humbly pray. 


IV. God 
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| IV. 
God merciful and righteous is, 
yea gracious is our Lord: 
God ſaves the meek : I was brought low 
NS; a. me help afford. 


Pat cxvl. 


4 
* 
* 


wh, I. 
Tur Wholſoti cup of ſaving bealth 
1 chankfully will take, 


And on the name of God will call 
when I my pray'rs do make. 


. II. | 
Thy ſervant, Lord, thy ſervant, lo 


myſelf I do confels, 
Son of thy handmaid, thou haſt broke 
the bonds of my diſtreſs : 
III. 
Therefore I'll offer up to thee 
a ſacrifice of praiſe, 
And I will call upon the name 
of God the Lord always: 
IV. 
Yea 1n the courts of God's own houſe 
and in the midft of thee, 
O thou Jeruſalem : Therefore 
the Lord our God praiſe ye. 


ARTEN. 
PS ALM CXVII. 


This is the ſhorteſt pſalm in words, but not in matter: 
It is a moſt bleſſed prophecy, and this day fulfilled 
in 
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in our hearts. The Lord is here praiſed for calling 
the gentiles to the knowlege of his mercy and truth 
in Jeſus. This is the higheſt favor God has to give, 
and it demands our higheſt thanks. The apoſtle has 
cited this pſalm in Rom. xv, 11. Praiſe the Lord 
« all ye Gentiles, and laud him” that is, try to 

raiſe him better, all ye people” —the duty is en- 
reed in and again, intimating, that we ſhould 
do it with redoubled diligence. And leaſt we ſhould 
remit ox forget, it is once more repeated, as the 
burden of all—Hallelujah—Aſcribe-ye all the good 
in earth and heaven to the ſelf-exiſtent Jeſus. May 
the Lord, who requires this praiſe, give us grace, 
now to offer it up acceptably. May we ſing the 
words with their ſpirit, of whom the Lord ſays—- 
„This * have I formed for myſelf, they ſhall WW 


„ ſhew forth my praiſe.” 
O ALL ye nations of the world © 
praiſe ye the Lord always, |; 


And all ye people ev'ry where = 
ſet forth his noble praiſe, F 


II. 1 
For great his mercy is to us 3 
his truth doth not decay, I 


Wherefore praiſe ye the Lord our God, 
praiſe ye the Lord alway. 


9 8 F 
To Father, Son, and holy Ghoſt, .. | 
the God whom we adore, _ H 


Be glory as it was, is now, 
and ſhall be evermore. 


Thirteenth 
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Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity. 
PSA M CXVII. 


| See what was ſaid of this FT on Eaſter Sunday, Ic 
* treats of the perſon of Chriſt, his ſufferings, death, 
reſurrection, and of his becoming the head ſtone of 
the corner: For which bleſſings we are called upan 
to praiſe his holy name. This is the laſt of the 
grand Hallelujah hymns. The ſubject of it requires 
our warmeſt thanks. May the Spirit of Jeſus glorify 
him in our hearts to day, and help us to ſing wi 
ſuch gratitude as the words require. 


J. 
0 GIVE ye thanks to God the Lord, 
for very y kind 1s he, 
| Becauſe his merey doch endure 
unto eternity. 


F I. 

Let all that fear the Lord our God 
freely confeſs and ſay, 

The mercy of the Lord our God 
endureth ({tiH alway. 
III. 

TT in diſtreſs oall'd on the Lord, 
the Lord did anſwer me, 

He in a large place did me fet, 
* from trouble made me free. 


P IV. The 
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IV. 
The mighty Lord is on my ſide, 
I will not be afraid; 
For any thing that man can 9, 
I mall not be diſmaid. : 
Vc. 
The Lord doth take my part 4h "Ow 
who help to ſuccor, me; IE 
Therefore on thoſe who do me hate 


I my deſire ſhall ſee, 


: PSALM CXVIII. I 


J. 
THE Lord is my mighty fone” 
of whom I make. my ſong, 
He is become for me indeed 
a Saviour great and 1 


The right hand of the oe our God 
doth bring to paſs great things, 
He cauſeth voice of joy and health 
in righteous mens dwellings. 
WE, 2 9© 
The right hand of the migaty Lord 7 
exalted is on high, 4 
The right hand of the mighty Lord 
doth ever valiantly. 


=_ „ 3 


IV.! 


„ op tay OA own 


— — 


1 
| of IV. k 
will give thanks to thee, O Lord, 
and ever will praiſe thee, 


b: Who haſt me heard, and art become 
a Saviour unto me. 


A F T E RN O ON. 
. Pear CRIX. 


This 2 is made up of prayer and praiſe: Prayer 
for ſtrength to keep the law, and praiſe for havin 
kept it. There are t.venty-two parts of the pſalm 

according to the Hebrew alphabet, each part has 
eight verſes beginning with the ſame letter: In 
every verſe the prophet ſpeaks of the revealed will of 

God under a variety of names to expreſs his faith in 

it, his love to it, and his perfect fulfillment of it. 

Jerom ſays it contains a great myſtery: And Au- 

ouſtine declares, that though it ſeemed plain, yet 

the more he ſtudied it, the deeper he found the ſenſe 
was. I ſuppoſe they ſpake of it in this manner, be- 
| cauſe they knew it belonged to Chriſt, and was 
fſtrictly and literally true of him, and of believers 

only as intereſted in him. He was their law-fulfiller ; 

Through his atonement they are ſaved from its pe- 

> nalties, through his obedience they are made righ- 
ceous, as the law requires, When the holy Spirit 
enables them to believe in the blood and righteouſ- 

nels of Immanuel, then he alſo puts 'the law into 

© their inward parts, and writes it in their hearts, 

V.!  lweetly conſtraining them to walk in his ſtatutes and 

to keep his commandments, and do them. Then 
they can declare their hearty attachment to the law 
ef God, and their fixt purpoſe to walk according to 


e ä * 
„ 


— Sal SS -- 
— —— — 


Then ſhall I have no ſhame, when I 


Thy teſtimonies and thy ways 


Upon thy ſtatutes my delight 
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it, in order to glorify God for his mercy, to do pood 
to men, and to-exerciſe and to improve their grace: 
and gifts. Upon this plan they can ſing the pſaln 
before us. It is then a ſweet ſabject of prayer and 
praiſe. Every word tehds to fr up love to the holy 
will of God, and deſires to keep it with growing de. 
light. May the ſinging of it now anſwer thoſe pur. 
poles, . En an TT YO TS, 


; 


I. 


O THAT thy ſtatutes to obſerve 


thou would*ſt my ways direct: 


— 


thy precepts all reſpect. 
Sa 


* 4 * * 
11 1 81 1 


DT © Fw 


much more my heart rejoice, © © 


Than all the treaſures of the earth, 


which worldlings make their choice. 
: III Nin IRC u 


Upon thy precepts 1 will muſe, 


and thereto frame my talk, 


As at a mark ſo will I aim, 


in thy ways how to walk, 
TTY 


ſhall conſtantly be ſet, **** 


And by thy grace I never will 


thy holy word forget. 


ot | Fourteenth 
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" Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity.. 
ba ood | G3 4 1 b 
P $ AL M, CXIX. 
5 | 


JN TRUCT me, Lord, in the right way 
of thy ſtatutes divine, 
That them to keep unto the end 
my heart 1 may incline. 


U. 

Grant me the knowlege of thy law, 
* that I may it obey, ,, 
With heart and mind and all my might 
I may it Keep alway. 
III. 
From vain. defires and worldly luſts 
| turn back mine eyes and ſight, 
And with thy Spirit ſtrengthen me 
to walk thy ways aright. 

. 
Confirm thy gracious promiſe, Lord, 
Which thou haft made to me, 
Who am thy ſervant, and would love 

and nothing fear but thee. 


L 334 J 
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d | | þ- 
BEFORE that J afflicted was, 
I err'd and went aſtray, 
But now I keep thy holy word 
and make it all my ſtay. 
II. 
Thou Lord art good, and doeſt good, 
thy gifts of grace are free, 
Thine ordinances. how to keep | 
therefore, O Lord teach me. 
III. 
O happy time may I well ſay, 
when thou didſt me correct, 


That I thereby might learn thy laws eee 


and never them reject. 


1 ' # T 3 Fi 5 þ« Nh Y ' 


O Lord, thy word and law to me 

is dearer manifold, 

Than gold and ſilver in great ſums, 
or ought” that can be told. 


[+ 
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A F T.ER N, O O N. 
PS ALM CXIX. 


N heav'n, O 1 _ thou doſt dwell 
thy word is {tabliſh'd. ſure, 

And ſhall to all eternity 

faſt ſettled there endure. 

{11d 

From age to age thy truth abides, 
as doch the earth witneſs, 
| Whoſe groundwork thou haſt laid ſo ſure, 

as no tongue can expreſs. 


III, 


kv n to this day we may well ſee 


how thou doſt them preſerve 


According to thine ordinance: 


for all things do thee ſerve. 
IV. 


For nothing i in this world I ſee, 


which hath ar length no end, 
But thy commandments and thy word 
beyond all time extend, 


P44: Fifteenth 


\ 
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Fifteenth Sunday after Tini. 


1 « , + P p 
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PSALM XXI. | 
* $444 i 5 


The ffreen pſalms following 2 n ire. entitled 
Songs, as Nine are called ae and others pſalms, 
and ſongs of degrees, or of aſcenſions, deſetiblag the 
goings up of Jeſas, ſtep by ſtep to his higheſt 
exaltation He expreſſes here in the two firſt verſes, 
his dependence upon Jehovah for help to carry him 
through his work, and in the following: part of the 
pſalm receives a gracious anſwer from Jehovah con- 
taining a full dev iſe of *continual ſupport, The 
promiſe made 5 Jefus the heack will be made good 
to every believer in him, who is rifen with Chrit, 
and is growing op' into Cs If our 4eione'be 

and our converſation be, where he is at ir r 

hand of God, then we ſhaft by faith a d kin 
to fulfill this oſalch to us. 9 60 Waiting ee for 
it ve ſhall lift up our hearts and yoicer'm' this high 
"'fong of praiſe. May we now had it it to his 1 and 

c "to our mutual edification. 15 


110 | 
1 10 the Kills wan life mide eyes 
from whence doth come wine ac: 


fafety cometh from the Lord 

who hay n and aun hath made, 
Thy foot he'll not let dae: 2 nor will 
he flumber who thee keeps; 


Behold he WhO keeps Iſrael. 25 5 f 
he ſlumbers not, nor fleeps. 
III. The 


; 
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III. 
The Lord thee keeps, he thy defence 
on thy right hand doth ſtay, 
The moon by night thee ſhall not ſmite 
nor yet the ſun by day. 


IV. . 
| WW The Lord ſhall keep thy ſoul, he malt 
| preſerve thee from all ill, 'S, 
Henceforth thy going out and in 

God keep for ever will. | 


ngen Mawr» C. 
; The prophet here rejoices in heart at the people's will 


lingneſs to ſerve God in his appointed place and' 
means. He commends Jeruſalem for its privileges: 


r in this reſpect, and prays for its peace and proſperity. 
h The church at that time was the congregation of 
Fl | believers profeſſing the ſame faith in the lame Jeſus, 


as we do now. Of this church, whether on earth, 
or the Jeruſalem that is above, our one Lord Imma- 
nuel is the head, and his Spirit is in all the members. 
He keeps them in unity with their Lord and with one 
another. Thus they are taught to pray for the proſ- 
perity of the catholic church, and they never conſult 
their own 1atereſt more, than by praying for it: 
Becauſe he bas promiſed, ** they ſhall proſper, that 
love thee.” May we find his promiſe made good 
to day: It will, if we endeavor to keep the unity 
of the Spirit in the bond of peace May we ſing 
with one faith and one heart to the praiſe of our one 
Lord. Glory be to him in the higheſt: May he 
keep peace upon earth, and good will towards men. 


„ 9 I. I. 
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I. 
1 JO v' D when to the houſe of God 
We will go up they ſaid to me: 
Jeruſalem within thy gates 
Our happy feet ſhall ſtanding be. 
II. 
Jeruſalem as a city, | 
Is compactly built together, 


Unto that place the tribes go up, % 
Ev'n the tribes of God go thither, 8 
III. 

To Iſr'el's teſtimony, there 1 
Unto God's name their thanks to pay: = / 
For thrones of judgment ev'n the thrones | 4 
Of David's houſe are there ta ſtay..- + 1 
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"AFTERNOON; 


213 Bigt oat « 


Pam XXI. 


I. 


0 PR A Jeruſalem may have g 


Peace from God and felicity, 


They that love thee and wiſh thee pesde 


Shall have certain proſperity. 
II. 


I pray that peace may {lill abide 
End ſafe within thy walls remain, 
And ever may thy palaces 


Their ſweet proſperity retain. 
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III. 


Now for my friends and brethrens ſake, 
That peace ſhall be in thee Pl ſay, 
And for the houſe of God our Lord 
[Il ſeek to do thee good alway. 


IV. 


| To Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, 
The God whom heav'n and earth adore, 


Be glory as it was of old, 
Is now, and ſhall be evermore.. 


Sixteenth 


tees J 
Sante h Sunday after Trinity... 


The prophet” here beiitg in Freut 8Htrefs teaches us by 
his example, to hom we xe to ook, for ſuppon 
under, fy for 3 from, ſuffering. He pus 
his perfect truſt in rod; of heaven, looking to 
bim 187 every ſpiritual Viale 5 of af 1 3k 
does to his lord for every tinpdial biefug: Ard 
then he -prays eatneflly—gite as grace, give ©; 
grace—repeating it through the. fetvetcy of; his de. 
votion, and the heavineſs of his croſs, for he wa; 
pry troubled with the reproaches of proud world. 
ings. Here is 4 pattern for us under all our ſuf. 

ſerings; and ſuffer we maſt. If we belong to Chris 
_ 1 this pſalm will become familiar tous. We have 

. often met with this very caſe, and trying it bas been, 

aud will be fill more ſa; Becauſe it ine-erofs ve 


p Ss 98 
- . *_ 
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cannot eſcape. May we never meet with it, but as 
he croſs of Chiiſt. Then if we | be reproached for 
his name, happy are we. He will give us grace (ub 
.-{ Acient for us under the trial, and he will make i: 
bring forth its. proper fruits. In this faith may «3 
All ng the pſalm to his praiſe, who giveth grace and 
glory. WA | | 
FHO that in the heav'ns doſt dwell, 
„aft ige eyes to hee 
Bchold, as ſervants eyes do look 
their maſters hand to ſee: 
II. 
As maidens eyes her miſtreſs' hand, 
ſo do our eyes attend 
Upon the Lord our God, until 
to us he mercy ſe d 
v (aj . 1 III. Q 


141 


4 3391 


III. * 
O grafft to us thy PH 4 


grant metey in thy light,” 


For we are; fll/d, and overcome , 
Corn wages and deſpite.. 


1 Ov lool is Erd with ſcorn of bs 
Who at their caſe abide, 

F And with the infolent contempft | 
of thoſe who ſwell in pride. | 


olg 3918 
P$aLu "EXXIV.. 1 


This is A eeer hymr of pratſe to the eiaper of Iraet. 
His redeemed in all ages have his ſame love towards 
them, and his ſame power over them: And they 
- here acknowlege it. They aſcribe their ſafety from | 
enemies entirely to the Lord their God. They give- { 
him all the glory of paſt deliverantes, aud profeſs 
their fixt: hope in his help for the time to come. The 
Tx whole Ifracl of God has fliil the ſame almighty 
d keeper. May we remember what he has done for- 
# us, and thank him—what he has promiſed, and truſt. 
him: Then we ſhall. be in tune to ſing the pſalm. 
aright. If he has indeed\ſaved* as fron all. our ſpi- 
ritual enemies, and has engaged to ſave us for ever, 
O what a hymn of thanks ſhould we. offer to him 
this day! The Lord. make ads more ſenſible of his 
mercies, and more thankful for them. 
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D not the Lord: Veen on our ſide, 
may Iſrael now ſay; 
Had not the k.ord been on dur gde 
when men roſe us to ſlay. 


1 1]. They 
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ed 541. 915 745 | 
They had us ſwallow'd quick, when as 
their wrath *gainſt us did flame: _ 
Waters had cover'd us, our foul. x 
had ſunk beneath the ſtream. 
30 0-4 * III. widr ii 55 


Then had the waters ſwelling high. . 
over our foul made way: 
Bleſt be the Lord, who to their teeth: 
gave us not for a prey.. G 
| IV. 
Our ſouls eſcaped, as a bird 
out of the Maler win t, | 
The ſnare aſunder broken is, + 1 
and we eſcaped are. 13:4.) n hb, 
. G 3-2 #h V. Om enen ee 
Our ſure and all- ſufficient hel 
is in Jchovah's name, 
His name who did the heav'ns create, 
and who the earth did frame. 


AFTERNOON. 
PSALM CXXV.. 


The ſubject of this pſalm is nearly the ſame with the 
laſt: It deſcribes the perfect ſafety of thoſe who truſt 
in the Lord. He himſelf will be their almighty pro- 

tector. When enemies invade' them, as the hills 
ſtand about-Jeruſalem, ſo will he ſtand round about 
his people. His ſalvation ſhall be for walls and _ 
I warks. 


| ' — "" 
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warks, Happy are the people, that are in ſuch a 
eaſe! Vea bleſſed] are the people, who have the 
Lord for tbeit defence! Q for more faith in his 
word, and more dependence upon hie perſeverin 
love, and almighty arm. He will certainly fuß fl 
his promiſes in this pſalm. great though they be, to 
thoſe who truſt in him. May we now put honor 
upon the promiſes here made us, and ling of his 
faithfulneſs with rejoicing hearts. ; x 


IS) 

T HO 8 E that do kai Wr confidence 

Upon the Lord our God only, 
And flee to him for their defence- 
In all their need and miſery; 
Their faith is ſure ſtill to endure 
Grounded on Chriſt the corner-ſtone, 
Mov'd with no ill, but ſtandeth ſtill 
Stedfaſt like to the mount Sion. 

| 3 

And as about Jeruſalem 
The mighty hills do it compaſs, 
So that no foes can come to them 
To hurt that town in any cafe, 
So God indeed in eviry need 
His faithful people doth defend, 
Standing them by aſſuredly 
From this time forth world without end. 


Seventeenth 
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| Seventeenth: Sunday after Trinity. 
non 92 D Ane. wire! 
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K IGHT wits a 4 50 K is 1 th Lord Cod, 
And will not ſuffer certainly 

The ſinners and unggdly s rod. „ hoo 

To reſt upon his family 

Leaſt they alſo fram God ſhould mY 

Falling to ſin and wickedneſs :. 

O 8 defend both night and day 

Thy little flock and them ſtill bleſs. 


© Lord, 7 good to chriſtians all 

Who ſtedfaſt in thy word abide, 

But ſuch as from the Lord do fall; 

And to falſe doctrine daily ſlide, 

Thom will the Lord ed — 

With hypocrites thrown down to hell; 

ba will 75 ſend pains without end, *: 
at gebe he will Se Nabe 1. Bag 
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— PSXL EXXVE DE 
This pſalm was writtda-for ourtadmonition, upon whom 


the ends of the world are come. It was not peculiar 
to one ae or time of the church. It 1s not of awy 


Au interpretation, but belon 

people of of Sol. For i it relates 70 tall wh 155 
which we arel all under through 10 and & 

the holy joy, which Chriſt pives, When he proelaims 
liberty to the captives. He enables them to find re- 
demptipn ron 7 0 aith in his blood, and he puts ® 
new long oiiths, even a thankſpiving to 
their alrgigh deliverer, © Then fach pefſbnd under. 
ſtand tlie tel They remember the joy of 
their firſt — and what — 5 things God did for 
them. And they know their own hearts, how ready 
they are to turn to captivity again, if the holy 8 Spur 
was to leavt them, therefbre they pruy, t 

ſtreams of his grace may be to — mou 2 — 
water are to ener ng Hhroug 
kept alive imd m Frouh It 

not turn again to meat $5 on hin 11 re- 
joicing: they may ſow in EET ways ſorrowful for 
what they are in themſelves, but they may now al- 
ways rejoice in Chriſt Jeſus, and they ſhall reap in 
him a harveſt of jo everlaſting. Is this pfalm true 
of us? Are we his lawful captives, whom he has de- 
livered from the hand of all our enemies? O let us 
ſing of the I.berty wherewith Chriſt hath made us 
free. Let us exalt our redeemer to day, Here is a 
gn hymn for the occaſion. May all within us 
| Blefs Rim, and may the holy Spirit glorify him in our 
- hearts, while we praiſe him with our lips, 


I. WHEN 


[ 5 If 


W HEN Sion's 0 captivity 

the Lord return'd again, 

Like unto them that dream were we, 

- our mouth was filled RED: + 
| II. 

| wi laughter, and our tongue did ang. 
then ſald they thereupon 
Among the heathen: Mighty Re. 


for them the Lord hath done, 
III. | 


The Lord hath done great things! for vs, | 
we joyful are thereby. 


Like ſtreams in South, ſtill do: thou Lord, 
turn our or parka fon | 


55 af} e 
Who ſow in tears ſhall reap in joy: 
who goeth on and mourns 
Bearing choice ſeed, ſure he with | je 

_. bearing, his ſheaves kee 


1 


1601 4 
(+, 
* * } 
23 t 
4.5 
» \ * 
1. 2 "11 i #45 +- * | 15 1811 310 
— 6 * 
N a 1444 1478 f 
AFT E R- 
1 f * 2 — 8 « * 71 r nd 
, . 1 7 . 1 1 44 


? * 1 6 
RW TAO * 


4 b ' 
9 IT 11 © 
, ws. wH-A 


I. 34875 J 
AFTERNOON; : 
PSALM CXXX. 


This is a prayer for pardon and acceptance, and an en- 
couragement to wait on the Lord for theſe bleſſings 
They who have known what the guilt'of ſid is, an 
have been exerciſed in the ſchool of, repentance, can 
ſee a great beauty in this pſalm, It is their very 
caſe. And when they have found mercy, and plen- 
teous redemption, then they underſtand it all, and 
can bleſs the Lord for his goodneſs to their ſouls. 
O chat we may fing it to day, as our own experience, 
Indeed ſo far as we believe outſelves' raiſed from the 
depths of fin and miſery, and partakers of the-mercy 
of God in Chriſt Jeſus, we ſhall bleſs and praiſe his 

holy name. May our lives as well as our lips ſhew 
forth his praiſes now and for ever. l 
e 235 i an 14601 
ann Sten thi 0.1% 

LeCERD, from the depths to thee I cry'd, /\. 

my voice, Lord, do thou hear, 

Unto my ſupplications voice 
give an attentive ear. 


Lord, if in juſtice thou ſhouldſt ma 
our ſins, and them peruſe, ' 1, ' ... 
Who could ſtand in thy ſight and ſay, 
I can myſelf excuſe ? 
. 
But thou art merciful and free 
and boundleſs in thy grace, 
That we might always careful be 
to fear before thy face. 
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Eighteenth 
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Eighteenth Sunday after Triniiy. 
PS AL mM XXX. 


FP Ga ide Lon —.— truſts. ztur 
my ſoul waits on his wilt, var! di Þ 

| His promiſe” is for _—_—_——— 

and 1 nope . ul. Is Uh 


My ſoul to God hath 'þ great regard 
Waiting for him alway, 


Waiting much more than vie wach 
to fee the dawn of 8 


II. 
0 Iſrael truſt in the Lord, 
with him there merqy is, 
And ke.doth/plentevafly afford | 
redemption unto FRF | 


* 


Ew'n he it is, who Pal traſt 
thro” his abundant grace 

Redeem from his offences all. 

and wholly them deface. | 


4 7 
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We have here a pattern of perfect humility. Learn of 
me, ſays Jeſus, for 1 Audesk and lowly. In this 
ſalm he appeal to his F — — the lowlineſs of his 
1 and looks and 218 Who conld ever 
ow. If? And then he re- 


quir Cs 


make buch an appeal, but himſc 


1. 343 1 


llow his example: And they do. Taught by his 
word and enabled by his Spirit the fame mind is in 
them, which was alſo in Chrift Jeſus, Thus he gives 
them his promiſed reſt, a ſweet holy reſt unto their 
ſouls, which hone apon earth but the humble know, 
and which they partake more of, as they grow more 


guilt and from the power of it. O make us willing 
to learn of thee, and make us able to follow thy fle ps 
in true meekneſs and lowlinefs, fo ſhall we fing of thy 


_—OP 11 ng e 
Mx. heart not haughty is, O Lord, 
mine eyes not lofty be. 

Nor do I deal in matters great, 

or things too high for me. 

| II. 

But as a child, that weaned is, 

with ſpirit meek and mild., 
So have I, Lord, behav'd, my ſoul 

is like a weaned child. 


1 III. 

O Ifracl truſt in the Lord, 6 A 

5 let him be all thy ſtay, LN Malls 
* Truſt in the Lord from this time forth 
from age to age alway, 


PA'F.TERNOON,... 
: PSALM CX XXIII. 
This is a beautiful defcription' of the communion of 
ſaints— being made one with Jeſus, he by his Spirit 
| unites 


vires all his diſciples to hope in God for grace to 


humble, Jeſus maſter fave us from pride, from the 


grace and tell * _ thy-goodneſs, as long a de b 
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, unites them to que another under bim. This com- 
munion with him their life-giving head, and with 
each other through him is like the ſanctifying oil on 


the high prieſts head, which was upon jeſus without 
meaſure, and from thence flows down to the loweſt 
believer, and it is like the fruitful dew, which made 
the dry hills of Hermon and Sion afford plenty of 
paſture, and, this communion laſts through life, and 


| will be perfected with the bleſſing: of life ſeverlaſting. 


Well may we ſing of it then in this our pilgrimage. 
It brings with it many mercies, and alleviates many 
miſeries. O that we may all be one with Jeſus our 
head, live in love as members actuated by his Spirit, 
and with mutual prayers, advice, and helps endeavor 
to ſhew. that we have been taught of God to leve one 
another. May we ſing as brethren with harmony of 
hearts to the praiſe of the God of !Jove. 


e292 1 * 


PREHOLD how good a thing it 1s 


and how becoming well. 


Together ſuch as brethren; be 


in unity to WẽʒH. de e 4007 
| n | 


Like precious ointment on the head 


which down the beard did flow, 


Ev*n Aaron's beard, and to the-ſkirts 


did of his garments; go. 
I. S 


* 
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Like Hermon's dew, like dew which doth 


on Sion's hill deſcend ;1 * 


For there the. blefling God commands 
ak 


? 14 
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at ſhall never.end. ...__ 
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Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity. 
PSALM CXXXIivVv. 


This is a command to the Lord's ſervants to aſcribe all 
bleſſings to him, and to do it conſtantly night, as 
well as day, and to expreſs outwardly their heart 
dependence on him, by lifting up their hands to the 

holy place, to Chriſt, who was there repreſented, ex- 
pecting all good from him. Aſcribe this to him, 
and he will bleſs you. He has promiſed it: And he 
is able to make his word good: For he is the al- 
mighty creator of heaven and earth. We are going 
to fulfill this command in the letter: May we all 
perform it; as a ſpiritual ſervice. May every heart 
aſcribe its bleſſings, whether we have them in hand 
or in hope to the God of our ſalvation, and may we 
ling together glorifying him in deed and in truth. 


| 
4 


2 
B EH OLD and have regard 
ye ſervants of the Lord, = 
Who in his houſe, by night do watch, 
bleſs him with one accord, 
R n I. 
Lift up your hands on high 
unto his holy place, ; 
And give the Lord his praiſes due, © 
his benefits embrace. 
1H. 
Jehovah is our Gd. 5 
who heav'n and earth did frame, 
He will bleſs Sion, and preſerve 
| for evermore the ſame. - 


| f 
* 
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IV. 
To God the Father, Sonn, 
and Spirit, glory be, 
As *twas, and is, and ſhall be fo 
to all eternity. 


The ſubject of this pſim is the ſamne with, the laſt, It 
is a command to bleſe God, and it is given to eve 
one who draws near to him tn his houſe. It is repeated 
again and again, with gteat vehemency, to enforce 
it the more upon us. It is {aid to be good, to be plea- WW 
ſant, and it is ſo to thoſe whom God hath called to 
be his peculiar people: They find praifing him with 
their hearts, and expreſſing it with their voices, a de- 
lightful exerciſe. All his works, and providences 
afford to them freſh matter of praiſe. The pſalm 
ends with calling upon the whole church to join in 
the praiſes of the Lord their God. O for a Spirit of 
praiſe, more, more ſtill poured out upon us, The 
more we know of Gad in Chriſt, the more reaſon we 
have to praiſe him. Our ,mercies are free; great, 
many, endleſs—God give us a deeper ſenſe of our 
unworthineſs of the leaſt; and keep us in a right 
frame to aſcribe to him all the praiſe of the greatelt, 


- . a a 
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May he receive it from us to day and for ever. W 
2 | 712 | 

O PRAISE the Lord, praiſe. ye his name, 
praiſe him with one accord, Tc 


O praiſe him till all ye chat be 
the ſervants of the Lord. 
H. N 2690-05 -+ 
O praiſe him, ye that ſtand and be 
in the houſe of the Lord. 
Ye of his court and of his houſe 
Praiſe him with one accord. | 
| III. Prail 
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III. 

Praiſe ye the Lord: For he is good, 
ſing praiſes to his name, 

It is a very pleaſant thing 

always to do the ſame. 


— IE, 
e 


ds Ss 
For Jacob to himſelf the Lord 
hath choſen, as ye ſee +-- 
And he hath choſen Iſrael 

his treaſure for to be. 


> l r 
So ge Ii. * We 
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: Þ AFTERNOON. 
e- — 

w | Pam CXXXV, 

in f 

of y © 


be pits have I known afſuredly, 
"I the Lord is very great, 

% WF And that our Lord above all Gods 
in glory hath his ſeat. 
I IT. 

EWhat thing ſoever pleas'd the Lord, 
that in the heav'n did he, 

And in the earth, the ſeas, and all 

\ the Places deep that be. 

br RT 

"nn name ſhall ſtill enen and thy 
memorial likewiſe, 

Throughout all generations, which 
are now, or ſhall ariſe. 


n Twentieth 


Me, 


Prailt 
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b Sunday ger Trinity. 
PSALM CXXXV. 


I. 
O ALL ye houſe of Iſrael, 
ſee that ye praiſe the Lord, 
And ye that be of Aaron's houſe 
praiſe him with one accord. 


IT. 
O praiſe the Lord of Levi's houſe, 
ye who his ſervants are, 
And praiſe the holy name of God, 
all ye the Lord who fear. 
III. 
And out of Sion ſound his praife, 
the great praiſe of the Lord, 
Who dwelleth in Jeruſalem, 
praiſe him with one accord. 
IV. 
To Father, Son, and holy Ghoſt, 
the God whom we adore, 
Be glory as it was, is now, 
and ſhall be evermore. 


PSALM CXXXVI. 


This pſalm is an exhortation to praiſe Jehovah for thi 
mercy, which is over all his works of creation, pro. 

| dence, and redemption, and which is over his peopl 
to bleſs them for ever. The burden of this ſong ! 
* for his mercy endureth for ever” which is 1 


peated in every verſe, to ſhe that we cannot enoug| 
exo 


or that 
9 pro 


eople 
pong 1 


1 is fe- 
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extol that mercy, to which we owe all our bleſſings 
both in earth and heaven. May a ſweet ſenſe of it 
accompany: our praiſes this day, and may we ſing in 


p* erfe& harmony with the old teſtament church, ce- 
e 


brating with thankful hearts the mercy of our God, 
which endureth for ever. 


PRAISE God for he is kind, CF 
his mercy-.ne*er decays, 

Give thanks and prailes ſing 

ta God of Gods always: 

For certainly 

his mercies dure 

moſt firm and ſure 

eternally. 


II. 
The Lord of hoſts praiſe ye, 


whoſe mercies ſtill endure, 
Great wonders only he 
doth work by his great power: 
For certainly, &c. 
| . 
Who us remember'd when 
in our loweſt degree, 
And from our ſins and foes 
redeem'd, and ſet us free. 
For certainly, &c. 
IV. 
Who doth all men with food 
abundantly ſupply: 
Wherefore let God moſt "Py 
be praisꝰd inceſſantly. 
For certainly, &c. 
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PS ALM CXXXVIII. 


This is a pſalm of praiſe for God's faithfulneſs to hi; 
word. He has magnified it above all his name. For 
he has fulfilled every promiſe made to Jeſus Chriſt 
the head of the church, and what has been made 
good to the head will infallibly be made good to all 
his members. In this faith we may uſe the words, 
They contain exceeding great and precious promiſes, 
May the Lord the Spirit apply them, and. enable 
us to mix faith with them, that while we ſing 
them we may be ſatisfied all the bleſſings here men- 
tioned are ours. 


I. | 
"PT HEE will I praife with my whole heart, | 
O Lord, my God always, I 
Ev'n in the preſence of the gods | 
I will advance thy praiſe. 
IT. 
T owards thy holy temple I 
will look and worſhip thee, | | 
And praifed in my thankful mouth | 
thy holy name ſhall be. 
III. 1 
Ev'n for thy mercy and thy-truth, 
I will praiſe thee, O Lord, 11 
For thou above all thy great name ö 
haſt magnify'd thy word. 
IV. 
Thou didſt me anſwer in the day 
when I to thee did cry, 
And thou my fainting foul with ſtrength 
didſt ſtrengthen. inwardly. 
T wenty- 


EN 


T wenty-firſt Sunday after Trinity, 


Ps atm CXXXVIII. 


L 
TH Lord is high, but yet he doth 
the lowly man reſpect : 
The proud ke knows far of, and them 
he doth with ſcorn reject. 
II. 4 
| Altho* in midſt of trouble I | 
* do walk, yet ſhall I ſtand 
| Reviv'd by thee: For thou, O Lord, 
$ wilt ſtretch out thy right hand 
| . 
Upon the wrath of all my foes : 
And ſaved ſhall I be 
By thy right hand. The Lord God will 
perfect his work on me. 


| IV. 

Thy mercies laſt for evermore, 
thou wilt not me forſake: 

Thou wilt not caſt away the work 
which thine own hands did make. 


23 PSALM 


WW... 


Ps8aLm CXLI. 


This is a prayer for the.acceptance of our perſons and 
ſervices; we and they are well pleaſing unto the Fa- 
ther in the beloved. Through his interceſſion our 
prayers are graciouſly heard, and ſeaſonably anſwered, 
He 1s the great angel of the covenant, who has much 
incenſe to offer with the, prayers of the ſaints upon 
the golden altar, which 1s before the throne, May 
the Poly Spirit enable us to preſent theſe our ſervice; 
through him. Let us ſing, and pray, and hear, 
looking in all to Jeſus; and hoping that he is now 
ſanding in the preſence of God for us, let us rejoice 
and be glad in our heavenly adyocate. 


I, 

LORD, upon thee, do TI call, 

then haſt thee unto me, 
And hearken thou unto my voice 
when I do cry to thee. 

**h „ 

As incenſe let my pray'r come up 
directed in thine eyes, 
And the uplifting of mine hands 

as th' ev'ning lacrifice, 
III. | 
For, O my Lord and God, mine eyes 
do look up unto thee, f 
In thee is all my truſt, my foul 
ſhall not forſaken be. 


Iv. Thou 


I 


IN 


111 


; 1 
Thou from the ſnare wilt keep me ſafe 
which they for me prepare, 

And from the dang'rous traps of them 


* | who wicked workers are, 

ur 2 Y „ V. 

d. The workers of iniquity 

ch hall in their own nets fall, 

n Whilſt I do by thine help eſcape 

e | the danger of them all. | 

ice AFTER N@+D©: N, 


PSALM CXLIII. 


The perſon who ſpeaks this pſalm is in the greateſt dil 
treſs, but finds relief by meditation and prayer, He 
carries his caſe to God, and leaves it with him. That 
part of his prayer, which we now uſe is for ſupport 
under trials, and for ſafe guidance through them by 
the good Spirit of God. There is no chriſtian without 
trials. No happy chriſtian, but he who is kept un- 
der them, as is here deſcribed, May we uſe the 
words as our own, We are commanded to aſk, and 
it is promiſed we ſhall have even grace ſufficient for 
us. The Lord help us to aſk in faith nothing wa- 
vering. : 


x I. | 

'B E T me thy loving kindneſs in 
| the morning hear and know, 
For in thee is my truſt, ſhew me 

| the way that I ſhould go. 

Q 4 II, For 


hon 
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II. 
For unto thee I lift my ſoul, 
O Lord, deliver me 
From all mine enemies, for I 
for covert flee to thee. 
| III. 
Becauſe thou art my God, thy will 
to fulfill me inſtruct, 
Thy good Spirit ſhall to the land 
of uprightneſs conduct. 
IV. 

Thou wilt revive my ſoul, O Lord, 
ev*n for thine own name's ſake, 
And thou wilt for thy righteouſneſs 

my ſoul from trouble take. 


T wenty- 
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Twenty-ſecond Sunday after Trinity, 


Ps ALM CXLV. 


This pſalm and the five following are hymns of praiſe, 
The greatnels, juſtice, goodneſs, wiſdom, and mercy 
of God in all his works and ways are here celebrated. 
The firſt verſe begins with the letter A the ſecond 
with B, the third with G, and fo on through twenty 
one letters of the Hebrew alphabet. Every verſe is 
a ſhort hymn. The holy Ghoſt by the mouth of the 
prophet ſtirs up the hearts of believers to admire, to 
adore, and to bleſs the Lord for all his dealings with 
them. He would have them to rejoice, yea to tri- 

umph in the wonders, which he has done for them, 
Here we want more humble and thankful hearts, that 
we may fing better than we ever did the high praiſes 
of our God. The humbleſt man will ſing in the 
higheſt key: Becauſe he will ſee moit of God's infi- 
nite love to him. May the holy Spirit abaſe us in our 
own eyes, and give us grace to glority Immanuel by 
ſinging the words, which he has put into our mouths 
this day. 


I. 

LORD, thou art my God and king, 
| Thee will I magnity and praile 
Iwill thee bleſs and gladly ling 
| Unto thy holy name; always, 
A 

From day to day I will thee bleſs, 

And praiſe thy name time without end. 
Much to be prais'd, and great God is, 
| His greatneſs none can comprehend, 


NI 25 III. Age 
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III. 
Age ſhall thy works praife unto a 
The mighty works new done by . 
] will ſpeak of the glorious grace 
And honor of thy majeſty: 

* 

Thy wondrous works I will record. 
By men the might ſhall be extoll'd 
Of all thy fearful acts, O Lord, 
And I thy greatneſs will unfold. 


PSALM CXLV. 


It doth 1 ages all remain; 
The Lord upholdeth all that fall, 
The caſt- down raiſeth up again: 

II. 
The eyes of all things, Lord, attend, 
And on thee wait that here do live, 
And thou in ſeaſon due doſt ſend 
Sufficient food them to relieve. 


III. 
Yea thou thy hand doſt open wide 
And ev'ry thing doſt ſatisfy 
That lives, and does on 3 abide 
Of thy great liberality: 


IV. 


THY kingdom, Lied; ſhall never end, 


_ 
I 
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IV. 
BG he Lord is guſt in all his ways 
And holy in his works each one: 
FE s near to all who on him call, 
Who call in truth on him alone. 


AFT ERNO ON. 
PSALM CXLV. 


| F- 

GeP will accompliſh the deſire 

a of thoſe who do him fear, 

He alſo will deliver them 
d, | and he their cry will hear. 

| II. 

The Lord preſerves all who him love, 

that nought can them annoy, 

But he all thoſe who wicked are 
will utterly deſtroy. 
£ Ut. 
My thankful mouth ſhall gladly ſpeak. 
the praiſes of the Lord: 
| All fleſh. to praiſe his holy name 
5 | for ever ſhall accord. 

3 IV. 
L To Father, Son, and holy Ghoſt, 
the God whom we adore, 
e glory as it was, is now, 
and ſhall be evermore. 


Twenty- 
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Te wenty-third Sunday after Trinity, 
Ps ai CXLVI. 


This is a pſalm of praiſe, It begins and ends with 
Hallelujah. Every word tends to lead us ſo to truſt 
in God, as to find reaſon to love him, and to praiſe 
him. To this end we are required to put no truſt in 
any man or thing, which may draw away our hearts 
from God, but in every difficulty to reſt entirely 
upon God as our loving Father in Jeſus with perfett 
confidence, and then we ſhall always find in him 
matter of praiſe. Several inſtances are here given 
of his ſaving his people in their greateſt diſtreſſes: 
From whence we are encouraged to depend upon his 
all-ſufficiency, his truth, and his mercy, and we 
ſhall experience the ſame ſalvation. O for a heart 
to thank the Lord according to the ſpirit of thi 
hymn. It calls for much thankfulneſs. May we 
mix faith with it, and ſing rejoicing : So that out 
God may be exalted, and our ſouls comforted. 


I. 
PRAISE the Lord: Praiſe him, O my ſou), 
Pil praiſe God while I live, 
While I have being, to my God 
in pſalms I'll praiſes give. 
II. 
Truſt not in worldly princes then 
tho' they abound in wealth, 
Nor in the ſons of mortal men 
in whom there is no health. 
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III. | 

For when their breath-from them departs 
to earth anon they fall, 

And then the counſels of their hearts 
decay and periſh all. | 


PSALM CXLVI. 


I. 
O HAPPY is that man and bleft 
whom Jacob's God doth aid, 
Whoſe hope upon the Lord doth reſt 
and on his God is ſtay'd. 
II. 
Who made the earth and higheſt heav'ns, 
who made the ſwelling deep; 
And all that is within the ſame, 
who truth doth ever keep. 
| III. 
Who righteous judgment executes 
tor thoſe oppreſt that be, 
Who to the hungry giveth food, 
God ſets the pris'ners free. 
IV. 
The Lord ſhall reign for evermore, 
thy God, O Sion, he | 
Shall reign from age to age alone : 


praiſe to the Lord give ye. 


AFT ER- 
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AFTERNOON. 
PSALM CXLVII. 
Here the pſalmiſt ſtill ſings the praiſes of God for his 


great love to, and care over his church. He is very 
particular in his deſcription, ſetting forth the per- 
fections of God, which are diſplayed in all his geal- 
ings with his people. May his Spirit teach us the 
true ſenſe of this hymn, and if he enable us to ſee 
all the bleſſings here mentioned our own, then we 
ſhall ſing it with grateful hearts unto the praiſe of 


our God. 
| =} J. 
PRAISE ye the Lord, for it is good 
unto our God to ſing, 
For it is pleaſant, and to praiſe 
is a moſt comely thing. 
II. 
The Lord his own Jeruſalem 
he buildeth up alone, 
And the diſpers'd of Iſrael 
doth gather into one. 
III. 
He heals the broken in their heart, 
their wounds up doth he bind, 
He counts the number of the ſtars, 
and names them in their kind. 
. . 
In all of them who do him fear 
the Lord doth pleaſure take, 
In thoſe that to his mercy do 
by hope themſelves betake. 
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Twenty-faurth Sunday WOT Trinity. 
- PSALM CXLVII. 


9. PRAISE the Lord, Jerufaletis - 
| thy God, O Sion, praiſe, 
For he the bars hath forged ſtrong 
| wherewith thy gates he ſtays. 
H. 
Thy children in thee he hath bleſt, 
and in thy borders he 


Doth ſettle peace, and with the flour 


of fineſt wheat fills thee. 
III. 

The doctrine of his holy word 

to Jacob he doth ſhow, 
His ſtatutes and his judgments he 

gives Iſrael to know. 

IV. 

With any nation he hath not 

ſo dealt, nor have they known 
His holy judgments, therefore praiſe, 

praiſe ye the Lord alone. 
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PSALM. CXLVIII. 


This is a ſong of praiſe, A hallelujah pſalm much the 
ſame as the laſt—only the chorus is fuller: In it may 
we all bear a part. The prophet would have the 
univerſe to join in thankſgiving to our incarnate 
God. He calls upon the angels, and the heavenly 

hoſt, then upon ſun, moon, and ftars, upon every 
animate and inanimate being, and then fills up the 
concert with the ſons of men of every age, con- 
dition, and ſex, requeſting them to celebrate the 
praiſes of our Lord and king. May all this congre- 
gation now make melody in their hearts unto the 
Lord. May we ſing to day in ſome meaſure: as we 
hope to ſing our everlaſting hymn. 


J. 
IVE laud unto the Lord 
From heav'n that is ſo high, 
Praiſe him in deed and word 
Above the ſtarry iky, 
And allo ye 
His angels all 
Armies royal, 
Praiſe joyfully. 
II. 
Praiſe him both ſun and moon, 
which are ſo elear and bright, 
The ſame of you be done 
ye glittring ſtars of light; 
And you no leſs 
ye heav'ns moſt fair, 
Clouds of the air 
his laud expreſs. 
x III. For 
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III. 
For at his word they were 
all formed as we ſee, 
At his voice did appear 
all things in their degree, 
And all ſhall laſt 
from changes free 
His firm decree 
ſtands ever faſt, 
IV. 
Extoll and praiſe God's name, 
on earth ye dragons fell, 
All deeps do ye the ſame, 
for it becomes ye well: 
The ſame do ye 
fire, hail, ice, ſnow, 
And ſtorms that blow 
at his decree, 


AFTERNOON. 
PSALM CXLVIII. 


HE hills and mountains all, 
and trees that fruitful are, 
The cedars great and tall, 
his worthy praiſe declare; 
| Beaſts and cattle, 
yea birds of wing, 
And worms creeping, 
that on earth dwell, © 
or | | MH. All 
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| | II. 
All kings both great and ſmall, 
with all their pompous train, 
Princes and judges all, 
that in the world remain, 
Exalt his name ; 
young men and maids, 2 
Old men and babes 6: 
do ye the ſame. 
III. 4 
For his name ſhall we prove 
to be moſt excellent; 
Whoſe praiſe is far above 
the earth and firmament, 
For ſure he ſhall 
exalt with bliſs 
The horn of his 
and help them all. 
IV. 
His ſaints all ſhall forth tell, 
his praiſe and worthineſs, 
The ſons of Iſrael 
his worthy name ſhall bleſs, 
O therefore raiſe 
your grateful voice, 
And ſtill rejoice 
the Lord to praiſe. 
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Twentyfifth Sunday after Trinity. 
PSALM CXLIX. 


Several of the pſalms before this have treated of the 
praiſes of God. In the church's triumph of praiſe 
this pſalm follows the reſt in order, as completing 
the ſubjeQ: For here we have the great victory of 
the church over all her enemies celebrated, which is 
begun here by faith, and will be completed when 
the ſaints ſhall judge the world. 'Then they ſhall be 
one with their glorified head for ever, and then this 
pſalm ſhall have its eternal accompliſhment. -''Th 
mall triumph in their king Immanuel, and chrough 
him in his Father and their Father by the grace © 
the holy Spirit. There is nothing contrary to this, 
except what 1s ſaid of their rejoicing in their beds, 
which 1s literally tranſlated, when they riſe from their 
beds, viz. now from lying aſleep in the graveof fin, and 
hereafter from lying aſleep in the grave of death, 
All the church has its ſhare in the Ard reſurrection, 
and every member of it may ſing this ſong with glad - 
neſs of heart, expecting the bleſſings of the ſecond 
reſurrection. Bleſſed be the ſovereign grace which 
awakens the dead aſleep in fin. O what praiſes are 
due for this miracle of love. And what a moſt happy 
proſpe& does it open to us of endleſs praiſe. May 
we fing with this faith, and with a hope full of glory 
and immortality. be” 


| 
PRAISE ye the Lord : unto him ſing 
a new ſong, and his praiſe 
In the aſſembly of his ſaints, - 


in ſweet pſalms do ye raiſe, 
II. Let 


1 


II. 
Let Iſr'el in his creators 


rejoice, and praiſes ſing: 
Let all who Sion's children are 
be joy ful in their king. 
III. | 


Let them ſound praiſe with inſtruments þ. 


unto his holy name, 
And with their choicęſt melody 
ſing praiſes to the ſame: 
IV. 


. For God doth pleaſure take in thoſe 


who his own people be, 
And he with his great ſalvation 
the meek will beautify. 


PsAIM CXLIX. 


wy I. 
AND in his glory excellent 


let all his ſaints rejoice, 


| Let them when they riſe from their graves 


aloud lift up their voice, 
II, 
And in their mouth let them exalt 
the high praiſe of the Lord, 
And let them have in their right hand 
the Spirit's two edg'd ſword, 
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III. 


To execute the vengeance due 


upon the heathen all, 


And make deſerved puniſhment 


upon the people fall: 
. 


And ev'n with chains, as pris'ners, bind 


their kings that them command, 


Yea, and with iron fetters ſtrong 


the nobles of the land; 
V 


On them the judgment to perform 


found written in his word: 


This honor is to all his ſaints; 


O therefore praiſe the Lord. 


AFTERNOON. 
P$8ALM-:CL. 


The prophet here continues the ſubject of praiſe, It |. 


his concluding hymn, and he finiſhes with calling for 
more praiſe to God. He repeats his calls no leſs 
than thirteen times in theſe few verſes. Let us praiſe 
ever ſo often, ever ſo well, he would have us to try to 
do it more, and to do it better: And ſtill though we 
have failed (and we ſhall fail for ever) yet to take up 
freſh praiſes in our mouths, never wearied of this 
bleſſed employment upon earth: for it will be our 


holy employment and ſweeteſt happineſs in hea- 
ven. Though we have gone through the pſalms and 
are finiſhing to day, yet the prophet would have us 
to pray for an higher note of praiſe than we ever 
ſang in, O may we have ſome of their Spirit, 


among 
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among whom not only every thing that breathes, but 
alſo every breath praiſeth the Lord. May God 
the holy Ghoſt fill our hearts with gratitade, and help 


us to ſing with heavenly j Joy : and gladneſs unto the 
Lord our God. 


J. 
PRAISE ye the Lord : Gods praiſe within 
His ſanctuary ſee ye raiſe, 
And to him in the firmament 
Of his great pow'r aſcribe ye praiſe. 
II. 
Becauſe of all his mighty acts 
With praiſe try him to magnify : 
O praiſe him according as he 


Excells in glorious majeſty. 
III. 


Let all who vital breath enjoy, 
The breath he does to them afford, 


In juſt returns of -praiſe employ : 


Let ev'ry creature praiſe the Lord. 


IV. 
To Father, Son, and holy Ghoſt, 
The God whom earth, and heav'n adore, 
Be glory as it was of old, | 
Is now, and ſhall be evermore. 
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